
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pathways to Progression 
 
In September 2023 you will enter Year 10 and will begin a new and exciting educational phase of life.  These two years 

will provide you with the qualifications you need to progress onto courses at college, sixth form, apprenticeships or other 
training and education courses; qualifications which are valued by employers now and in the future. 
 

Every student has a core curriculum  at the centre of their learning.  This is the compulsory element of the timetable.  
The core curriculum occupies the largest part of your school week and incorporates those subjects valued most highly 
for progression: English, Maths and Science.   
 

You will also need to consider which optional subjects to choose. You need to decide which will bring you success? Which 

will you enjoy doing? Which will inspire you and influence your future career?  It is vital that you take courses that lead 
you to the right level of qualification for your ability, aptitude and future needs. 
 
You need to consider: 

What level am I currently working at in Year 9? 
What subjects or kind of learning do I enjoy?  

What kind of career or job am I interested in? 

What kind or level of qualification will I achieve on this course? 

Will this pathway provide me with enough/not enough/too much challenge? 
What do my parents/carers advise me to do? 

 
You will be supported in making your choices by: 

 

¶ Reading this booklet 

¶ Discussing ideas with your form tutor in form time 

¶ Using Teams Chat to discuss ideas or ask questions about colleges to Ms Vash Lad our Careers Advisor at school 

¶ Talking about your future and what you would like to do with your parents/carers before Friday 17th February 
when we would like you to select and submit your option choices.  

¶ Talking to your teachers about the courses we offer in school and whether they believe they would be appropriate 

for you. 

¶ Contacting the teachers listed as contacts at the bottom of the option subject, using Teams Chat, for further 

guidance or information about the subject/course. 
 

At the end of this booklet you will find an Options Preference Form.  We have included this form in the booklet so that 
you can see the option layout and choices however, we will collect Option choices via an online form, which we will send 
via Synergy and signpost on our school website.  You will study three options, in addition to the compulsory English, 
Maths and Science (unless Triple Science is chosen, which replaces traditional Combined Science and will be 

taught during this time plus the 3 hours allo cated to an option).  Your first choice of option subject must be one of 
the Ebacc subjects (Geography, History, French, Spanish, Triple Science or Computer Science). Although you will 
study three options, we would like you to select your most preferred 6 subjects, the first being the Ebacc you wish to 
study followed by five others in preference order; 1 (first choice absolutely need to study this) to 6 (I would enjoy studying 
this subject but it is the lowest priority for me). There are also some subject combinations that cannot be studied 

together so please look at the Option Preference form carefully for additional guidance. 

 

Although we make every effort to ensure your highest preferences are met, we cannot guarantee that you will be able 
to do every course you want to do.  This is because sometimes the courses that we offer in this booklet can only run if 

enough people want to do them, alternatively if too many people want to do a course, and classes would be too large, 
then places are limited and some students cannot be allocated the place. We will do our best to meet your individual 

needs but we have to provide for everyone and that sometimes means compromises. Good luck Ҵ remember, we are 
here to help you make the best choice for YOUR FUTURE. 

 

Ms C Cronin, Deputy Headteacher and Mrs C Burton, Assistant Headteacher 



 

 

What will be different about Key Stage 4? 
 

¶ As senior members of the school, you are expected to set an example to younger students by your 

attitude, uniform and behaviour; you may apply to become a prefect. 

 

¶ You will begin studying for qualifications that have a value in employment, further education and for life. 
 

¶ You need to understand the importance of exams and revise thoroughly for them.  You will sit linear 

exams at the end of Year 11 in all subjects and your first chance will be your only chance to pass.  There 

will be a heavy exam load and you will need to be well prepared. 
 

¶ Meeting deadlines is very important, organise your time well.  Any controlled assessments or BTEC units 

count directly toward your final grade and so must be taken seriously. 

 

¶ You will have opportunities to develop study skills, work-related learning and economic understanding.  

These are all important skills for life. 

 

¶ Students are expected to have excellent atten dance and punctuality  records.  We have proof that good 

attendance is one of the key factors to exam success Ҵ rule number one is turn up! 

 

EBACC  
 

Students who achieve a grade 5 in English, Maths, two or three Sciences, French/Spanish and History or 

Geography at a Grade 5 are deemed to have achieved the English Baccalaureate subjects.  The EBACC is not an 

additional qualification but a measure for schools; it may potentially be used by employers and universities 
to select the most academically outstanding students.  If you are considering an academic university course in 

the future, such as Law or History, and want to go to one of the Russell Group Universities such as Durham or 

York, we strongly recommend that you consider a traditional, academic pathway.  The EBACC can be achieved 
with either Combined or Triple Science. 

 

And finally...  
 

To support students selecting the most appropriate options  for their aspirations, each student will receive 

advice and guidance from form tutors, senior leaders, parents and subject teachers. Information and data 

generated by subject teachers, throughout your education at Westhoughton, will be utilised alongside their 
career ambitions, aptitude and aspirations  in order to determine the best suite of options to select.  The 

aspirations our students hold, high attendance, daily resilience and effort  are the largest influencers in 

their own success. 
 

All GCSEs will be graded 1Ҵ 9 with Grade 5 the expected progression standard on to Level 3 courses (A 

levels/BTEC Level 3).  BTECs, V-Certs and Technical Awards will be graded as Pass, Merit, Distinction and 
"AKLAF;LAGFӉҝ 1LM<=FLK O@G <GFҩL 9;@A=N= %J9<= ѵ AF #F?DAK@ GJ +9L@K E9Q @9N= LG J=-sit the course in 

their post-16 provision.  GCSEs are examined by linear exams taken at the end of the course and rely on 

students acquiring a large body of knowledge, alongside the stamina to sit longer exams (and more 

exams than other generations). Consistent effort, regula r revisiting of knowledge and practice, practice, 
practice will help you to be successful. With that in mind, attendance to school, online engagement, and 

regular revision for end of unit assessments are all important steps to your final success. 

 
 

 



 

 

The Core Curriculum 
 

All students MUST take the following core subjects: 

 

¶ ENGLISH:  All students will study GCSE English Language and English Literature to GCSE standard, 4 

hours each week. 
 

¶ MATHS:  All students will study GCSE Mathematics for 4 hours each week. 

 

SCIENCE:  Most students will study GCSE Combined Science which will lead to 2 GCSEs during 5 hours 
each week; some students who have achieved good progress in KS3, have demonstrated a good 

attitude to learning and a passion for science could opt to study GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

as three separate Sciences (Triple Science 8 hours each week). 
 

All students MUST take the following, non-examined, core subjects:  

¶ Re/Pshe  

¶ Games  
 

The compulsory core curriculum is the largest part of the school week as it delivers 5 GCSEs. These 

qualifications are required for all progression routes, including future employment.  

 
Plus 3 Optional Subjects (Ҵ you must try to achieve a balanced curriculum) 

 

Optional choices are: 
 

At least ONE from:   

Triple Science (Biology, Chemistry & Physics) 

French 

Spanish 

Geography 

History 
Computer Science 

 

And 2 others (can include one other from the above list) and 1 (or 2) from: 
Art & Design: Art, Craft & Design GCSE* 

Art & Design: Photography GCSE 

Art & Design: 3D Design GCSE* 
Art & Design: Textiles GCSE* 

Creative Media Production (BTEC Tech Award) 

Enterprise (BTEC Tech Award) 

Health & Social Care (BTEC Tech Award) 
Food and Nutrition GCSE 

Performing Arts: Music Practice (BTEC Tech Award) 

Performing Arts: Drama (BTEC Tech Award) 
Psychology GCSE 

Physical Education GCSE 

RE GCSE 
Sports Studies (OCR National Certificate) 

Travel and Tourism (BTEC Tech Award) 

*Cannot be studied together (choose one only) 

 



 

 

Think about the choices you are making. Do you think these students have made the right choices? 

 

Student A:  I am not sure what I want to do so I want to keep my options open.  I am in middle sets and am 
predicted Grade 4 or better at GCSE. I am going to take Combined Science because I will still be able to go on to 

Science A levelK :ML ' CFGO ' OGFɂL O9FL LG <G 9DD 1;A=F;= D=N=DK 9F< Ȗ @GMJK G> 1;A=F;= 9 O==C OADD := LGG EM;@

>GJ E=Ȼ ' DAC= &AKLGJQ KG @9N= ;GFKA<=J=< <GAF? $J=F;@ 9K O=DD >GJ L@= # !! :ML ' 9E AF K=L Ȓ 9F< <GFɂL J=9DDQ =FBGQ
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Student B:  I want to be a lawyer or barrister so I 

know I have to choose some tough academic courses 
to test myself and work really hard for the top grades. 

I could take either History or Geography because lots 

G> L@= KCADDK 9J= MK=>MD KG 'ɂE ?GAF? LG DGGC ;9J=>MDDQ 9L
the content of the courses and think about what I 

enjoy learning about. I am going to take French too 

because I want to go to a good university and I know 
they will expect me to have at least a good GCSE in a 

D9F?M9?=ȶ 2@AK 9DKG E=9FK 'ɂN= <GF= L@= # !!

KM:B=;LK KG 'ɂE ?GAF? LG ;@GGK= JL GJ .@GLG?J9H@Q 9K

my other choice because I think it will be a good 
balance to be a bit more creative and take some 

pressure off me.  I could do TrAHD= 1;A=F;= :ML ' <GFɂL

want a career in Science so I will be better off getting 
top grades in Combined Science. Then I can choose 

History and Geography! 

 
 

Student C:  'ɂE FGL KMJ= O@9L 'ɂDD =F< MH <GAF? :ML ' CFGO ALɂDD := KGE=L@AF? K;A=FLA>A; GJ >9;LM9D KG 'ɂE <=>AFAL=DQ

taking Triple Science.  I want to try the Computer Science course too because I like taking things apart and 

OGF<=JAF? @GO L@=Q OGJC 9F< 'ɂE ?GG< 9L Maths. I am going to do PE for my third option because I play for a local 
JM?:Q L=9E 9F< DAC= L@= 1;A=F;= :ALK AF 1HGJLȶ 'LɂDD 9DKG := <A>>=J=FL LG EQ GL@=J KM:B=;LK KG OADD := 9 ?GG< :9D9F;=

LG EQ O==Cȶ -J K@GMD< ' <G 1HGJLK 1LM<A=K KG ' <GFɂL @9N= 9K E9ny exams all at once? 

 
 

Student D:  ' O9FL LG <G ;@AD< ;9J= GJ FMJK=JQ OGJC O@=F 'ɂE GD<=Jȶ ' OGMD< DAC= LG ?G LG  GDLGF !GDD=?= 9F< <G 9
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work will help me and the assignments at the end of the units will help me as I can build a body of work over the 

two years rather than my gr9<= :=AF? :9K=< GFDQ GF =P9E H=J>GJE9F;=ȶ 'LɂK @9J< LG ;@GGK= GF= >JGE L@=

;GEHMDKGJQ # !! GHLAGF :DG;C :=;9MK= L@=QɂJ= FGL KM:B=;LK ' J=9DDQ DAC=ȶ 'ɂE ?GAF? LG EAKK AL GML 9F< BMKL ;@GGK=
>AN= >JGE L@= GL@=J DAKL :=;9MK= L@=Q HJG:9:DQ OGFɂL =N=F FGLA;=ȷ will they?  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

GCSE English Language  
 

Course Description - general overview of the course 

 

English Language is a two-year course undertaken by all students alongside English Literature. You will be 

assessed by two examinations at the end of the two year course with the AQA exam board. As English Language 

is a skills-based subject, you will be developing and refining the skills you have acquired at Key Stage 3 during 
the GCSE course. 

 

What the course will involve 
 

The English Language qualification is divided into two components: reading and writing. Both of these 

components form 50% of the final grade. You are required to read and understand a range of fiction and non-
fiction texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st Century. You will interpr=L AF>GJE9LAGF 9F< A<=9KҠ 9F9DQK= OJAL=JKҩ

E=L@G<K MKAF? 9HHJGHJA9L= L=JEAFGDG?QҠ ;GEH9J= OJAL=JKҩ A<=9K 9F< =N9DM9L= L=PLK ;JALA;9DDQҝ 7GM OADD 9DKG

develop your Creative Writing skills and Persuasive Writing skills as part of the course. Technical accuracy is 

more important than ever and accounts for 20% of the written exams. 
 

Spoken Language (the new name for Speaking and Listening) will be reported on as part of the qualification, 

but will not form part of the final mark or grade. 
 

Requirements: skills/ knowledge/interests you will need to have to follow the course  

 
You will be expected to participate in discussion individually and in groups. You will be expected to express 

yourself clearly in written and spoken English. You will also be required to demonstrate good self-management 

through independent study and revision. Reading for pleasure will enhance your performance in this subject. 

 
Examinations - 50% Reading and 50% Writing 

 

Component 1: 20th Century Literature Reading and Creative Prose Writing. 1 hour 45 minutes. (40%) 

 

Component 2: 19th and 21st Century Non-Fiction Reading and Transactional/Persuasive Writing. 2 hours. 

(60%) 

 

Spoken Language: One presentation or speech. 

 

Progression - what the course can lead to 

 

If you achieve a 5 or above, you will be able to study English Literature, English Language or English Language 

and Literature (combined) at A Level. GCSE English Language is often a basic requirement for many college 
courses and places of employment. 

 

Teacher(s) to contact for further information:  
Mr L Roach - Leader of Learning, or any English teacher. 

 

 



 

GCSE English Literature 
 

 

Course Description - general overview of the course 

 

English Literature is aimed at developing your ability to read, understand and respond to a wide range of 

literary texts including poetry, prose and drama with the AQA exam board. You will be assessed through two 
examinations. 

 

What the course will involve 
 

You will read a variety of literary texts including: a Shakespeare play, a 19th Century novel, poetry, drama and 

unseen texts. You will learn to appreciate the ways in which authors achieve their effects and will develop an 
awareness of social, historical and cultural context in the study of literature. As with English Language, you will 

use appropriate terEAFGDG?Q O@=F <AK;MKKAF? 9 OJAL=JҩK KLQD= 9F< E9C= ;GEH9JAKGFK :=LO==F L=PLKҝ 2=;@FA;9D

accuracy is also assessed and forms 5% of the final grade. 

 
Requirements:  skills/knowledge/interests you will need to have to follow the course  

 

We hope that you enjoy reading and are willing to discuss your ideas and present your views to others. An 
9:ADALQ LG 9HHJ=;A9L= 9F< J=KHGF< LG GL@=JҩK NA=OHGAFLK AK 9 MK=>MD KCADD AF #F?DAK@ *AL=J9LMJ=Ҟ 9K O=DD 9K :=AF?

able to support your own viewpoints about a text. Reading for pleasure will enhance your performance in this 

subject. 
 

Examination - Closed Book (students are not allowed a text in the exam) 

 

Component 1: Shakespeare (Macbeth) and 19th Century Prose (A Christmas Carol) 1 hour 45 minutes (40%) 

 

Component 2: Modern texts (Animal Farm) and Poetry (Conflict Poetry and Unseen Poetry) 2 hours 15 

minutes (60%) 

 

Progression - what the course can lead to 

 

As English Literature helps you to develop your powers of criticism and analysis, it goes well with any of the 

Humanities courses at A-Level as well as English Language. If Science is your chosen area, it helps to broaden 

the range of your studies. GCSE English Literature shows any prospective college or employer your ability to 

read, understand and articulate yourself. 
 

Teacher(s) to contact for further information:  

Mr L Roach - Leader of Learning, or any English teacher. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

GCSE Mathematics 
 

Course Description - general overview of the course 

In the GCSE Mathematics specification (Edexcel exam board), there is a much greater emphasis on problem 

solving and using and applying mathematics. Several topics previously studied at A level are now within the 

GCSE Higher paper and topics from Higher moved into Foundation, so students at all levels will be stretched 

and challenged. There are two tiers of entry, Foundation (Grades 1-5) and Higher (Grades 4-9). The tier you 
start on depends on your Mathematics level during Year 9 but all of W Band would have a planned route of 

Higher Mathematics.  

 
What the course will involve 

The course content domains are assessed in the following proportions: 

Geometry and Measures (15% Foundation, 20% Higher) 
Number (25% Foundation, 15% Higher) 

Ratio Proportion and Rates of Change (25% Foundation, 20% Higher) 

Algebra (20% Foundation, 30% Higher) 

Statistics and Probability (15% Foundation, 15% Higher) 
 

Requirements 

Skills/ knowledge/ interests you need to have to follow the course 
Previous mathematical successes determine the tier of course you will follow and so you should aim to get as 

high a level as possible by the end of Year 9. There is an opportunity to change tiers if your performance 

suggests you would be more successful on a different tier. 
 

Skills/knowledge you will need to develop on the course 

 

¶ Consolidate and extend your understanding of Mathematics 

¶ Develop your confidence to use Mathematics in everyday life 

¶ Develop an ability to think logically 

¶ Develop problem solving skills 

¶ Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts 

¶ Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions  

¶ Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate 
to the information and context. 

 

Form of Assessment/Examination 
The Edexcel GCSE Mathematics (9-1) will be assessed through three equally weighted examination papers at 

either Foundation or Higher Tier with paper 1 being the non-calculator paper. There is no coursework in GCSE 

Mathematics. The Foundation papers will have questions targeted at Grades 1 to 5, whilst the Higher tier 

papers target Grades 4 to 9. Each paper lasts for 1 hour and 30 minutes. The three assessment strands of 

applying standard techniques (A01 Ҵ 50% Foundation, 40% Higher), reasoning, interpreting and 

communicating (A02 Ҵ 25% Foundation, 30% Higher), and solving non-routine problems (A03 Ҵ 25% 

Foundation, 30% Higher) will be assessed in every examination series. Each Paper forms a 33.3% weighting 
towards the final qualification. 

 

Progression Ҵ what the course can lead to 
Mathematics GCSE is an important qualification for most types of employment and most college courses, with 

many requiring at least a Grade 4 or higher for L3 courses. It is likely that students will be required to re-sit 

Maths post 16 if they fail to achieve a 4.  

 
Teacher to contact for further information: Miss J Murphy - Leader of Learning, or any Maths teacher. 



 

GCSE Combined Science 
 

Course Description  

Most students will study for two GCSE Science qualifications over the duration of the course, known as 

Combined Science. The KS4 Science curriculum encompasses features of all three sciences: Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics, which continues to build upon the knowledge and skills from KS3. You will be guided through key 

aspects of the three Sciences which have been identified as important for developing and deepening your 
understanding of the world around you.  

  

What the course will involve  
GCSE Combined Science provides the foundation for understanding the ever-changing material world within 

which we live. Scientific understanding is changing our lives and is vital to our future prosperity therefore you 

are taught essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of Science. This means that you 
will be introduced to a wide range of information in many different formats; news articles, data tables, graphs 

and video footage to name a few, which you will use to analyse, evaluate and form opinions. You will be helped 

to appreciate how the complex and varied phenomena of the natural world can be described using a small 

number of key ideas relating to each of the Sciences. You will also develop a greater appreciation of how the 
Sciences are inter-linked, and applied universally.      

  

 Assessment/Examinations:  
A total of 6 written examinations each with a weighting of 16.7% will be completed. 2 examinations are sat for 

each of the Science subjects, Biology, Chemistry and Physics, all of which need to be completed to be awarded 

the 2 GCSE qualifications.   
The examinations will have a variety of questions from multiple choice, structured responses, short answer 

and extended open response style, which will require you to use good spelling, grammar and communication 

skills. You may also need to interpret data and graphs, explaining what they show and why. The development 

of literacy and numeracy skills within a Science context will be essential in ensuring you succeed.  
Although controlled assessment is no longer a requirement of the course assessment, practicals and the 

development of scientific enquiry skills is still an integral part of learning in Science and will be assessed 

through the written examinations.  
  

Requirements - Skills/Knowledge that you will develop and need   

The focus of this course is to provide students with the scientific skills and knowledge needed to understand, 
inform and contribute to everyday life. As such, you will be expected to participate in class/group discussion 

to improve your verbal communication skills and, in addition, express your ideas in a well-structured and clear 

format in your written work. Furthermore, you will be expected to complete independent study and revision 

to consolidate learning from lessons but also to broaden the knowledge acquired applying it to different 
contexts.    

  

Progression Ҵ what can the course lead to  

Students have a rigorous pathway to follow to provide them with the skills and knowledge they need to go on 

to study Sciences further at A-level or beyond. The course provides you with opportunities to develop opinions 

and formulate explanations about the world around you. It also allows for the development of extensive 
experimental skills in all three disciplines and will nurture the ability to analyse, evaluate and solve problems.  

Students will find that GCSE Science is an expected qualification for a number of careers including law, 

accountancy, and teaching; this is due to the wide range of knowledge students are expected to learn and 

9HHDQ LG?=L@=J OAL@ FME=J9;Q 9F< DAL=J9;Q KCADDKҝ !GE:AF=< 1;A=F;= HJ=H9J=K KLM<=FLK >GJ Ҩҩ D=N=D 1;A=F;=
courses, Applied Science and Science related courses such as Health and Social Care.   

  

Teacher(s) to contact for further information:   
Mrs R Nassau - Leader of Learning, or any other Science teacher. 



 

                

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Art and Design 

GCSE 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Teacher to contact for further information: Mrs L Powell-Roden - Leader of Learning. 

Pathways to the future  

¶ .JG?J=KKAGF LG :GL@  2#! *=N=D Ѵ 9F< Ҩ ҩ D=N=D JL GJ GL@=J ;J=9LAN= ;GMJK=K HGKL-16.  

 

Assessment 
  

Portfolio of work = 2 projects (60%) 

¶ Continually assessed  

Externally set project (40%) 

¶ Practical exam 

 Homework 

¶ Set very regularly  throughout course.  

Projects  

You will learn how to: 

¶ Express yourself creatively and develop your own ideas in lots of media. 

¶ Analyse and evaluate images, showing your understanding of artists, designers, craftspeople, 

culture and current issues. 

¶ Work related learning:  Design wallpapers, gift wrap, textiles, CD and book covers, posters etc. 
 

 

 Personal Attributes  

You need to be: 

¶ Enthusiastic 

¶ Well-organised 

¶ Creative 

¶ Inquisitive  

¶ A good Self Manager 

 

Skills you will learn  

¶ Drawing 

¶ Photoshop 

¶ Photography  

¶ Mixed Media 

¶ Animation 

¶ Making 

¶ Painting 

¶ Sculpture 

¶ Print Making 

¶ Designing 

¶ Textiles 

 

      Choose Art if: 

 you like to draw 

 you like to work in lots of different materials 

 you like to experiment and explore ideas 

 you like to create ideas in both 2d and 3d 

 If you enjoy photography and working with 

computers 
 

R T A 



 

Art and Design 

GCSE Photography 

Why Choose Photography? 

Photography can help you to look at the world with a more analytical eye.  

 

What skills do I need? 

¶ You should be well-organised 

¶ An independent learner 

¶ Prepared to put in the time outside of lessons to complete the set photography tasks. 

What will I learn? 

You will learn how to analyse photographs and look at key points in the history of photography. 

¶ You will learn how to identify and use photographic techniques and processes. 

¶ This will involve using both traditional and contemporary media.  

¶ You will learn how to use Photoshop. 

 

 
How is the course structured/assessed? 

¶ Your work will be saved digitally and presented in your photography book. 

¶ There are two major coursework projects and one exam project. 

¶ All work is set and assessed by your teacher. 

¶ Finally, you will be working within the 

following thematic areas:  

a. Portraiture 

b. Location photography 
c. Experimental imagery 

d.  Documentary photography 

 
Teacher to contact for further information:  
Mrs L Powell-Roden Ҵ Leader or Learning, 

or Mrs J McDowell. 

 

 

 


