
Map Skills



Key Terms

Ordnance Survey – The official government 
organisation responsible for producing maps 
in the UK.

Topography – This is about the height and 
shape of the land. 

Grid Reference - A grid reference is a location 
on a map, which is found using the northing 
and easting numbered lines.

Scale –shows how much bigger the real world 
is than the map. If the scale is 1:50,000 it 
means that the map is 50,000 times smaller 
than the real world.

Relief – is the term geographers use to 
describe the shape of the land, including the 
height and steepness

Contour Line – A line drawn on a map which 
joins places of the same height. 
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