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Supervising revising at home and helping your teenager prepare for the GCSE English 

exams can be a minefield for parents and carers. This booklet will provide 

information for parents alongside practical guidance on the following: 

• what revision should look like.  
• what poor study patterns to look out for. 
• how to revise quotations for Literature. 
• what the texts are about - a guide for parents. 
• what the paper entails - questions, marks, timings and resilience. 
• what a grade 5+ looks like. 

 



What revision should look like  

Here are some tried and tested revision techniques.  They are all designed to consolidate information into 
one place to revise the core information. 

Mind maps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-its on walls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What should it look like? 

Each strand should 

directly relate to the Key 

theme or character 

being revised. The sub-

strands should contain 

detailed exploration of 

each strand – including 

quotations, specific 

details from the text 

and contextual 

information.  

What should it look like? 

Each post-it should have a 

heading and then bullet 

points outlining key 

information.  

The information should be 

brief and pertinent to 

provide ‘at a glance’ revision. 

It should be displayed in an 

area where it can be 

constantly referred to – such 

as a bedroom wall.  



Flash cards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotation explosions  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What poor study patterns to look out for  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

How to revise quotations for Literature. 

The following signs may suggest that your child is 
developing poor study habits: 

• Reading and not making notes as they may 
be just staring at a page in the text or study 
guide. 

• Revising the same topic over and over 
because they find it easier, student often 
revise the one text they understand the 
most as this feels safe.  

• Wanting to watch the ‘film’ adaptation of a 
text, as it is a passive activity. 

• Not having their class notes at home, 
constantly leaving them at school. 

 

How to help 

Ask to see the notes 

they are making – do 

they develop and get 

added to.  

 

Check 

Are they 

reading/revising the 

same text over and 

over, A Christmas 

Carol for example.  

Allow 

Watch the film with them and 

ask questions such as:  

‘How does this compare to 

the novel/play?’ 

‘What important bits of the 

film are the most significant?’  

Ask 

Ask them frequently to 

see their class 

book/lesson notes.    

What it should look like? 

The focus of the revision should 

be written at the top or on one 

side of the flashcard. On the 

reverse of the card or below 

the heading should be 

summarised information that 

can be re-read and learned at 

regular ‘snapshot’ intervals.  

These can be a good testing 

tool for you to use when 

quizzing your child. 

What it should look 

like? 

The quotation will be 

in the centre and 

around the quotation 

will be a mind-map 

style exploration of 

the various 

techniques and 

connotations in the 

quotation.  



How to revise quotations for Literature. 

1. Don't try to remember too many at once 

Pick out five quotes at a time to work on. Trying to memorise too many all at once is going to addle 

your brain. As your first five choose the ones you mostly likely to come back to and use time and again – 

basically the most important ones. 

2. Choose quotes for the main characters and themes 

If you're studying Macbeth by William Shakespeare you'll have heard this quote: 
“What’s done cannot be undone.” 

This is one of the most significant quotations on the play, as it sums up the downfall of Macbeth and 

Lady Macbeth. It's a very good place to start your learning.  Whatever text you're studying start by 

learning the quotes that you seem to use most often. 

3. Make a flashcard for each quote 

Write your quote on one side. On the other side write the key words from your quote.  

When you first start trying to memorise the quote look at the side with the full quote on and read it out 

loud to yourself several times. Then, flip the card over and use the key words to prompt your memory. 

Finally, hide the card and see if you can still remember it. You can carry your index cards around with 

you for the quotes you're currently focusing on and if you get a quiet moment e.g. on the school bus or 

while you're waiting for a lesson to start you can quickly go over them. 

4. Make sticky notes and stick them where you'll see them 

Many people swear by this. You can put sticky notes above your desk, on the back of the loo door, 

around the mirror where you do your hair and make-up or on the fridge door. Read over them 

whenever you see them.  Make them stand out so they don’t just blend into the environment.  

5. Draw cartoons or sketches to help you remember 

If you're a visual learner drawing pictures, cartoons or dingbats to help you remember will probably 

help.  

6. Act them out 

If you're a kinaesthetic learner (someone who learns by doing) then act out the quote. Get into 

character and ‘be' the person saying that quote.  Alternatively, you could come up with an action for 

each of the key words. 

7. Read, cover, say and write 

Learn by reading out loud, covering up the information and then saying it as you write it out again and 

again and again. 

 

 

https://lifemoreextraordinary.com/study-skills/post-it-notes-revision/


8. Analyse each quote 

You're memorising these quotes to support your arguments in English essays. That means you've got 
to know what they signify and mean. To help you with this write the quote in the middle of a piece of 
paper and create a mind map where you're brainstorming everything you can think of about the quote. 
For example: 

• What it says about the character 

• How it demonstrates or expands on a theme in the text 

• The use of language in the quote 

• The rhythm, meter, rhyme or other plays with language such as assonance, alliteration or 
sibilance and what this says about the affect the writer was trying to achieve 

Understanding is the very first step to remembering so this is important stuff – and it will also help you 
to access higher marks in your exam. 

9. Visualisation 

For each of the key words in a quote think of a visual image that ties groups of these words together. 

10. Little and often 

Whatever you do, don't sit down one Saturday morning with the target of learning 100 quotes in six 

hours. Instead, focus on one quote for 3-5 minutes at a time up to five times per day. This way your 

subconcious mind will have time to absorb the information. You'll be amazed at how well you can 

remember a quote that you started learning two hours ago if you have a break in between! 

11. Start early 

Start to memorise quotes as early as possible so you've got time to learn five quotes per week using 

the little and often method. Whatever you do, don't leave it until the day before the exam to start 

learning them! 

12. Rinse and repeat 

When you've learnt a quote keep going back to it to remind yourself of it. So, don't learn a quote this 

week and then forget about it until the week of the exam. Instead, make sure you read it through 2-3 

times per week to keep it fresh in your memory. 

13. Use them in practice essays 

 

 

 

See the appendix of this booklet for key quotation banks for all Literature 
texts.  

 

 

https://lifemoreextraordinary.com/study-skills/revision-posters-and-mind-maps-to-boost-your-grades/


What the texts are about - a guide for parents. 

A Christmas Carol 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animal Farm  

A mean-spirited, miserly old man named Ebenezer Scrooge sits in his counting-house on a 
frigid Christmas Eve. His clerk, Bob Cratchit, shivers in the anteroom because Scrooge 
refuses to spend money on heating coals for a fire. Scrooge's nephew, Fred, pays his uncle a 
visit and invites him to his annual Christmas party. Two portly gentlemen also drop by and 
ask Scrooge for a contribution to their charity. Scrooge reacts to the holiday visitors with 
bitterness and venom, spitting out an angry "Bah! Humbug!" in response to his nephew's 
"Merry Christmas!" 

Later that evening, after returning to his dark, cold apartment, Scrooge receives a chilling 
visitation from the ghost of his dead partner, Jacob Marley. Marley, looking haggard and 
pallid, relates his unfortunate story. As punishment for his greedy and self-serving life his 
spirit has been condemned to wander the Earth weighted down with heavy chains. Marley 
hopes to save Scrooge from sharing the same fate. Marley informs Scrooge that three spirits 
will visit him during each of the next three nights. After the wraith disappears, Scrooge 
collapses into a deep sleep. 

He wakes moments before the arrival of the Ghost of Christmas Past, a strange childlike 
phantom with a brightly glowing head. The spirit escorts Scrooge on a journey into the past 
to previous Christmases from the curmudgeon's earlier years. Invisible to those he watches, 
Scrooge revisits his childhood school days, his apprenticeship with a jolly merchant named 
Fezziwig, and his engagement to Belle, a woman who leaves Scrooge because his lust for 
money eclipses his ability to love another. Scrooge, deeply moved, sheds tears of regret 
before the phantom returns him to his bed. 

The Ghost of Christmas Present, a majestic giant clad in a green fur robe, takes Scrooge 
through London to unveil Christmas as it will happen that year. Scrooge watches the large, 
bustling Cratchit family prepare a miniature feast in its meagre home. He discovers Bob 
Cratchit's crippled son, Tiny Tim, a courageous boy whose kindness and humility warms 
Scrooge's heart. The spectre then zips Scrooge to his nephew's to witness the Christmas 
party. Scrooge finds the jovial gathering delightful and pleads with the spirit to stay until the 
very end of the festivities. As the day passes, the spirit ages, becoming noticeably older. 
Toward the end of the day, he shows Scrooge two starved children, Ignorance and Want, 
living under his coat. He vanishes instantly as Scrooge notices a dark, hooded figure coming 
toward him. 

The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come leads Scrooge through a sequence of mysterious scenes 
relating to an unnamed man's recent death. Scrooge sees businessmen discussing the dead 
man's riches, some vagabonds trading his personal effects for cash, and a poor couple 
expressing relief at the death of their unforgiving creditor. Scrooge, anxious to learn the 
lesson of his latest visitor, begs to know the name of the dead man. After pleading with the 
ghost, Scrooge finds himself in a churchyard, the spirit pointing to a grave. Scrooge looks at 
the headstone and is shocked to read his own name. He desperately implores the spirit to 
alter his fate, promising to renounce his insensitive, avaricious ways and to honour Christmas 
with all his heart. Whoosh! He suddenly finds himself safely tucked in his bed. 

Overwhelmed with joy by the chance to redeem himself and grateful that he has been 
returned to Christmas Day, Scrooge rushes out onto the street hoping to share his 
newfound Christmas spirit. He sends a giant Christmas turkey to the Cratchit house and 
attends Fred's party, to the stifled surprise of the other guests. As the years go by, he holds 
true to his promise and honours Christmas with all his heart: he treats Tiny Tim as if he were 
his own child, provides lavish gifts for the poor, and treats his fellow human beings with 
kindness, generosity, and warmth. 

 

How to support 

your child. 

Make sure they 

know the text 

well. 

Re-read with them 

or ask them to 

recall the story to 

you.  

Set time aside 

when they can 

read to you or tell 

you about their 

favourite part in 

the text.  

Ask them if they 

can name the key 

characters and 

themes in the text.  

Quiz them on the 

sequence of the 

text and what 

quotations they 

can remember 

from the text.  

Ask them to tell 

you why the writer 

wrote this text and 

what the impact is 

on them as a 

reader.  

Discuss their 

feelings about the 

text and promote 

positivity.  



Animal Farm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Major, a prize-winning boar, gathers the animals of the Manor Farm for a meeting 
in the big barn. He tells them of a dream he has had in which all animals live together 
with no human beings to oppress or control them. He tells the animals that they must 
work toward such a paradise and teaches them a song called “Beasts of England,” in 
which his dream vision is lyrically described. The animals greet Major’s vision with great 
enthusiasm. When he dies only three nights after the meeting, three younger pigs—
Snowball, Napoleon, and Squealer—formulate his main principles into a philosophy 
called Animalism. Late one night, the animals manage to defeat the farmer Mr. Jones in 
a battle, running him off the land. They rename the property Animal Farm and dedicate 
themselves to achieving Major’s dream. The cart-horse Boxer devotes himself to the 
cause with particular zeal, committing his great strength to the prosperity of the farm 
and adopting as a personal maxim the affirmation “I will work harder.” 
At first, Animal Farm prospers. Snowball works at teaching the animals to read, and 
Napoleon takes a group of young puppies to educate them in the principles of 
Animalism. When Mr. Jones reappears to take back his farm, the animals defeat him 
again, in what comes to be known as the Battle of the Cowshed, and take the farmer’s 
abandoned gun as a token of their victory. As time passes, however, Napoleon and 
Snowball increasingly quibble over the future of the farm, and they begin to struggle 
with each other for power and influence among the other animals. Snowball concocts a 
scheme to build an electricity-generating windmill, but Napoleon solidly opposes the 
plan. At the meeting to vote on whether to take up the project, Snowball gives a 
passionate speech. Although Napoleon gives only a brief retort, he then makes a 
strange noise, and nine attack dogs—the puppies that Napoleon had confiscated in 
order to “educate”—burst into the barn and chase Snowball from the farm. Napoleon 
assumes leadership of Animal Farm and declares that there will be no more meetings. 
From that point on, he asserts, the pigs alone will make all of the decisions—for the 
good of every animal. 

Napoleon now quickly changes his mind about the windmill, and the animals, especially 
Boxer, devote their efforts to completing it. One day, after a storm, the animals find the 
windmill toppled. The human farmers in the area declare smugly that the animals made 
the walls too thin, but Napoleon claims that Snowball returned to the farm to sabotage 
the windmill. He stages a great purge, during which various animals who have allegedly 
participated in Snowball’s great conspiracy—meaning any animal who opposes 
Napoleon’s uncontested leadership—meet instant death at the teeth of the attack 
dogs. With his leadership unquestioned (Boxer has taken up a second maxim, 
“Napoleon is always right”), Napoleon begins expanding his powers, rewriting history 
to make Snowball a villain. Napoleon also begins to act more and more like a human 
being—sleeping in a bed, drinking whisky, and engaging in trade with neighboring 
farmers. The original Animalist principles strictly forbade such activities, but Squealer, 
Napoleon’s propagandist, justifies every action to the other animals, convincing them 
that Napoleon is a great leader and is making things better for everyone—despite the 
fact that the common animals are cold, hungry, and overworked. 

 

How to support 

your child. 

Make sure they 

know the text 

well. 

Re-read with them 

or ask them to 

recall the story to 

you.  

Set time aside 

when they can 

read to you or tell 

you about their 

favourite part in 

the text.  

Ask them if they 

can name the key 

characters and 

themes in the text.  

Quiz them on the 

sequence of the 

text and what 

quotations they 

can remember 

from the text.  

Ask them to tell 

you why the writer 

wrote this text and 

what the impact is 

on them as a 

reader.  

Discuss their 

feelings about the 

text and promote 

positivity.  

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/animalfarm/character/old-major/
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/animalfarm/quotes/page/2/
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/animalfarm/character/snowball/
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/animalfarm/character/napoleon/
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/animalfarm/character/squealer/
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/animalfarm/character/boxer/


 

Macbeth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Frederick, a neighbouring farmer, cheats Napoleon in the purchase of some timber and then attacks 
the farm and dynamites the windmill, which had been rebuilt at great expense. After the demolition of 
the windmill, a pitched battle ensues, during which Boxer receives major wounds. The animals rout the 
farmers, but Boxer’s injuries weaken him. When he later falls while working on the windmill, he senses 
that his time has nearly come. One day, Boxer is nowhere to be found. According to Squealer, Boxer has 
died in peace after having been taken to the hospital, praising the Rebellion with his last breath. In 
actuality, Napoleon has sold his most loyal and long-suffering worker to a glue maker in order to get 
money for whisky. 

Years pass on Animal Farm, and the pigs become more and more like human beings—walking upright, 
carrying whips, and wearing clothes. Eventually, the seven principles of Animalism, known as the Seven 
Commandments and inscribed on the side of the barn, become reduced to a single principle reading “all 
animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others.” Napoleon entertains a human farmer 
named Mr. Pilkington at a dinner and declares his intent to ally himself with the human farmers against 
the labouring classes of both the human and animal communities. He also changes the name of Animal 
Farm back to the Manor Farm, claiming that this title is the “correct” one. Looking in at the party of elites 
through the farmhouse window, the common animals can no longer tell which are the pigs and which are 
the human beings. 
 

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/animalfarm/character/mr-pilkington/


Macbeth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The play begins with the brief appearance of a trio of witches and then 
moves to a military camp, where the Scottish King Duncan hears the news 
that his generals, Macbeth and Banquo, have defeated two separate 
invading armies—one from Ireland, led by the rebel Macdonwald, and one 
from Norway. Following their pitched battle with these enemy forces, 
Macbeth and Banquo encounter the witches as they cross a moor. The 
witches prophesy that Macbeth will be made thane (a rank of Scottish 
nobility) of Cawdor and eventually King of Scotland. They also prophesy 
that Macbeth’s companion, Banquo, will beget a line of Scottish kings, 
although Banquo will never be king himself. 
The witches vanish, and Macbeth and Banquo treat their prophecies 
skeptically until some of King Duncan’s men come to thank the two 
generals for their victories in battle and to tell Macbeth that he has indeed 
been named thane of Cawdor. The previous thane betrayed Scotland by 
fighting for the Norwegians and Duncan has condemned him to death. 
Macbeth is intrigued by the possibility that the remainder of the witches’ 
prophecy—that he will be crowned king—might be true, but he is uncertain 
what to expect. He visits with King Duncan, and they plan to dine together 
at Inverness, Macbeth’s castle, that night. Macbeth writes ahead to his 
wife, Lady Macbeth, telling her all that has happened. 
Lady Macbeth suffers none of her husband’s uncertainty. She desires the 
kingship for him and wants him to murder Duncan in order to obtain it. 
When Macbeth arrives at Inverness, she overrides all of her husband’s 
objections and persuades him to kill the king that very night. He and Lady 
Macbeth plan to get Duncan’s two chamberlains drunk so they will black 
out; the next morning they will blame the murder on the chamberlains, who 
will be defenseless, as they will remember nothing. While Duncan is asleep, 
Macbeth stabs him, despite his doubts and a number of supernatural 
portents, including a vision of a bloody dagger. When Duncan’s death is 
discovered the next morning, Macbeth kills the chamberlains—ostensibly 
out of rage at their crime—and easily assumes the kingship. Duncan’s sons 
Malcolm and Donalbain flee to England and Ireland, respectively, fearing 
that whoever killed Duncan desires their demise as well. 

Fearful of the witches’ prophecy that Banquo’s heirs will seize the throne, 
Macbeth hires a group of murderers to kill Banquo and his son Fleance. 
They ambush Banquo on his way to a royal feast, but they fail to kill Fleance, 
who escapes into the night. Macbeth becomes furious: as long as Fleance is 
alive, he fears that his power remains insecure. At the feast that night, 
Banquo’s ghost visits Macbeth. When he sees the ghost, Macbeth raves 
fearfully, startling his guests, who include most of the great Scottish 
nobility. Lady Macbeth tries to neutralize the damage, but Macbeth’s 
kingship incites increasing resistance from his nobles and subjects. 

How to support 

your child. 

Make sure they 

know the text 

well. 

Re-read with them 

or ask them to 

recall the story to 

you.  

Set time aside 

when they can 

read to you or tell 

you about their 

favourite part in 

the text.  

Ask them if they 

can name the key 

characters and 

themes in the text.  

Quiz them on the 

sequence of the 

text and what 

quotations they 

can remember 

from the text.  

Ask them to tell 

you why the writer 

wrote this text and 

what the impact is 

on them as a 

reader.  

Discuss their 

feelings about the 

text and promote 

positivity.  

https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/macbeth/character/the-three-witches/
https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/macbeth/character/macbeth/
https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/macbeth/character/banquo/
https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/macbeth/character/lady-macbeth/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frightened, Macbeth goes to visit the witches in their cavern. There, they show him a sequence of 
demons and spirits who present him with further prophecies: he must beware of Macduff, a 
Scottish nobleman who opposed Macbeth’s accession to the throne; he is incapable of being 
harmed by any man born of woman; and he will be safe until Birnam Wood comes to Dunsinane 
Castle. Macbeth is relieved and feels secure, because he knows that all men are born of women 
and that forests cannot move. When he learns that Macduff has fled to England to join Malcolm, 
Macbeth orders that Macduff’s castle be seized and, most cruelly, that Lady Macduff and her 
children be murdered. 
incites increasing resistance from his nobles and subjects. 

When news of his family’s execution reaches Macduff in England, he is stricken with grief and 
vows revenge. Prince Malcolm, Duncan’s son, has succeeded in raising an army in England, and 
Macduff joins him as he rides to Scotland to challenge Macbeth’s forces. The invasion has the 
support of the Scottish nobles, who are appalled and frightened by Macbeth’s tyrannical and 
murderous behaviour. Lady Macbeth, meanwhile, becomes plagued with fits of sleepwalking in 
which she bemoans what she believes to be bloodstains on her hands. Before Macbeth’s 
opponents arrive, Macbeth receives news that she has killed herself, causing him to sink into a 
deep and pessimistic despair. Nevertheless, he awaits the English and fortifies Dunsinane, to which 
he seems to have withdrawn in order to defend himself, certain that the witches’ prophecies 
guarantee his invincibility. He is struck numb with fear, however, when he learns that the English 
army is advancing on Dunsinane shielded with boughs cut from Birnam Wood. Birnam Wood is 
indeed coming to Dunsinane, fulfilling half of the witches’ prophecy. 

In the battle, Macbeth hews violently, but the English forces gradually overwhelm his army and 
castle. On the battlefield, Macbeth encounters the vengeful Macduff, who declares that he was 
not “of woman born” but was instead “untimely ripped” from his mother’s womb (what we now 
call birth by caesarean section). Though he realizes that he is doomed, Macbeth continues to fight 
until Macduff kills and beheads him. Malcolm, now the King of Scotland, declares his benevolent 
intentions for the country and invites all to see him crowned at Scone. 

 

https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/macbeth/character/macduff/


The Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology  
Caution – there is a lot to revise here, and many students get overwhelmed.  Please remind them that is about remembering 

themes and ideas that are common across a number of poems and revising quotations that can be compared to one another.  



 



What the paper entails - questions, marks, timings and resilience. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Familiarising your child 

with the exam papers 

and knowing what they 

should expect from the 

paper is a good way to 

build resilience and 

stamina.   

-Talk about 

timings/requirements 

and where they will get 

the marks.  

-Encourage and guide 

them to complete past 

paper – check to see 

how much they have 

written per question – 

the aim is for about 3 

sides as a minimum.  

-Let them explain to you 

what knowledge they 

have shown in their 

answers – and guide 

them to set target for 

themselves for they next 

time they write an essay. 

-Get them to bring the 

past papers they 

complete onto school for 

their teacher to mark – 

then you can go through 

the feedback with them.  

Past papers can be downloaded from this website for free: 

English Literature Paper 1 - https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-

literature/aqa-paper-1/ 

English Literature Paper 2 - https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-

literature/aqa-paper-2/ 

 

 

It is recommended that you spend 50 

minutes on this section, including 5-10 

minutes planning time. 

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-literature/aqa-paper-1/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-literature/aqa-paper-1/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-literature/aqa-paper-2/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-literature/aqa-paper-2/


‘Macbeth’: What a grade 6 looks like. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compare the work your child is producing to the 

quality of work in these answers – does it match 

up? Will your child’s work achieve a grade 6?  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  



  



 

 

‘A Christmas Carol’: What a grade 6 looks like. 

 

 

 

 

Compare the work your child is producing to the 

quality of work in these answers – does it match 

up? Will your child’s work achieve a grade 6?  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix: Quotation Banks 

Quotation Cupboard (Macbeth):  

• WITCHES: Fair is foul, and foul is fair: / 
Hover through the fog and filthy air. (1.1)  

• SERGEANT: brave Macbeth-well he 
deserves that name- / Disdaining fortune, with his 
brandish'd steel, / Which smoked with bloody 
execution, / Like valour's minion carved out his 
passage (1.2)  

• MACBETH: So foul and fair a day I have not 
seen. (1.3)  

• MACBETH: My thought, whose murder yet 
is but fantastical, / Shakes so my single state of man 
that function / Is smother'd in surmise, and nothing 
is / But what is not. (1.3)  

• DUNCAN: He was a gentleman on whom I 
built / An absolute trust. (1.4)  

• MACBETH: [Aside] The Prince of 
Cumberland! that is a step / On which I must fall 
down, or else o'erleap (1.4)  

• MACBETH: Stars, hide your fires; / Let not 
light see my black and deep desires (1.4)  

• L. MACBETH: I fear thy nature; / It is too 
full o' the milk of human kindness (1.5)  

• L. MACBETH: Come, you spirits / That tend 
on mortal thoughts, unsex me here, / And fill me 
from the crown to the toe top-full / Of direst 
cruelty! (1.5)  

• L. MACBETH: Look like the innocent flower, 
/ But be the serpent under't. (1.5)  

• MACBETH: I have no spur / To prick the 
sides of my intent, but only / Vaulting ambition, 
which o'erleaps itself / And falls on the other. (1.7)  

• MACBETH: Art thou not, fatal vision, 
sensible / To feeling as to sight? or art thou but / A 
dagger of the mind, a false creation, / Proceeding 
from the heat-oppressed brain? (2.1)  

• MACBETH: I am afraid to think what I have 
done (2.2)  

• MACBETH: Will all great Neptune's ocean 
wash this blood / Clean from my hand? (2.2)  

• L. MACBETH: My hands are of your 
colour; but I shame / To wear a heart so white. 
(2.2)  

• MACBETH: To be thus is nothing; / But 
to be safely thus. (3.1)  

• MACBETH: We have scotch'd the snake, 
not kill'd it (3.2)  

• MACBETH: Be innocent of the 
knowledge, dearest chuck, / Till thou applaud the 
deed. (3.2)  

• MACBETH: I am in blood / Stepp'd in so 
far that, should I wade no more, / Returning were 
as tedious as go o'er (3.4)  

• MACBETH: from this moment / The very 
firstlings of my heart shall be / The firstlings of my 
hand. (4.1)  

• MACDUFF: Not in the legions / Of horrid 
hell can come a devil more damn’d / In evils to 
top Macbeth. (4.3)  

• ROSS: Your castle is surprised; your wife 
and babes / Savagely slaughter'd (4.3)  

• L. MACBETH: What, will these hands 
ne'er be clean? (5.1)  

• MACBETH: To-morrow, and to-morrow, 
and to-morrow, / Creeps in this petty pace from 
day to day / To the last syllable of recorded time 
(5.5)  

• MACBETH: Out, out, brief candle! (5.5)  

• MACBETH: Life's but a walking shadow, 
a poor player / That struts and frets his hour 
upon the stage / And then is heard no more: it is 
a tale / Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, / 
Signifying nothing. (5.5)  

• MACDUFF: I have no words: / My voice 
is in my sword: thou bloodier villain / Than terms 
can give thee out! (5.8)  

• MACBETH: Lay on, Macduff, / And 
damn'd be him that first cries, 'Hold, enough!' 
(5.8)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
Quotation Cupboard (A Christmas Carol):  

• Oh! but he was a tight-fisted hand at 
the grindstone, Scrooge! a squeezing, 
wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, 
covetous old sinner! (Stave One)  

• Meanwhile the fog and darkness 
thickened so, that people ran about with flaring 
links, proffering their services to go before 
horses in carriages, and conduct them on their 
way…Foggier yet, and colder! Piercing, 
searching, biting cold. (Stave One)  

• Every idiot who goes about with 'Merry 
Christmas' on his lips should be boiled with his 
own pudding, and buried with a stake of holly 
through his heart. (Stave One)  

• ‘Are there no prisons?...and the Union 
workhouses?’ (Stave One)  

• ‘If they had rather die then they better 
do it, and decrease the surplus population.’ 
(Stave One)  

• “I wear the chain I forged in life. I made 
it link by link.” (Stave One)  

• The chain was made of cashboxes, key, 
padlocks, ledgers, deeds and heavy purses 
wrought in steel. (Stave One)  

• "What!" exclaimed the Ghost [of 
Christmas Past], "would you so soon put out, 
with worldly hands, the light I give?" (Stave 
Two)  

• 'The school is not quite deserted,' said 
the Ghost. 'A solitary child, neglected by his 
friends, is left there still.‘ (Stave Two)  

• ‘He has the power to render us happy 
or unhappy; to make our service light or 
burdensome…the happiness he gives is quite as 
great as if it cost a fortune.’ (Stave Two)  

• “What Idol has displaced you?” he 
rejoined. “A golden one.” (Stave Two)  

• ‘…there is nothing in the world so 
irresistibly contagious as laughter and good 
humour.’ (Stave Three)  

• ‘A merry Christmas to us all, my dears. 
God bless us! God bless us, every one!’ (Stave 
Three)  

• They were a boy and a girl. Yellow, 
meagre, ragged, scowling, wolfish; but 
prostrate, too, in their humility….’This boy is 
Ignorance. This girl is Want.’ (Stave Three)  

• ‘Have they no refuge or resources?’ 
cried Scrooge. (Stave Three)  

• The Phantom slowly, gravely, silently 
approached. When it came, Scrooge bent down 
upon his knee; for in the very air through which 
this Spirit moved it seemed to scatter gloom. 
(Stave Four)  

• “Spirit.” he said, “this is a fearful place. 
In leaving it, I shall not leave its lesson, trust me. 
(Stave Four)  

• ‘Why wasn’t he natural in his lifetime? 
If he had been, he’d have had somebody to look 
after him when he was struck with Death, 
instead of lying gasping out his last there, 
alone.’ (Stave Four)  

• Really, for a man who had been out of 
practice for so many years, it was a splendid 
laugh, a most illustrious laugh. The father of a 
long, long line of brilliant laughs. (Stave Five)  

• ‘I am as light as a feather, I am as 
happy as an angel, I am as merry as a 
schoolboy. I am as giddy as a drunken man. A 
merry Christmas to everybody. A happy New 
Year to all the world. Hallo here. Whoop. Hallo.’ 
(Stave Five)  

• Running to the window, he opened it, 
and put out his head. No fog, no mist; clear, 
bright, jovial, stirring, cold; cold, piping for the 
blood to dance to; Golden sunlight; Heavenly 
sky; sweet fresh air; merry bells. (Stave Five)  

• Scrooge was better than his word. He 
did it all, and infinitely more; and to Tiny Tim, 
who did not die, he was a second father. (Stave 
Five)  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 


