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The Art and Design GCSE is made up of two elements, portfolio work and the final 
exam. (Component 1 and Component 2)
 
The portfolio work will be created in year 10 and the first term of year 11. You will work 
on 2 projects in this time and at the end of year 11 you will select your best work and 
submit this for marking. The portfolio mark will account for 60% of your final grade.
 
The exam will be 10 hours, spread over 2 days and sat towards the end of Year 11. You 
will have from the beginning of January to prepare for the exam and complete all your 
preparation work.  You will be given a range of themes/words from AQA (the exam 
board) and you will select and investigate one of these for your exam work.

Course Information

Year 10
Over the course of year 10 you will be working on 2 projects:
Project 1: Nature and Surface Pattern

During this project you will explore various medias such as tonal pencil, coloured pencil, 
watercolour, collage, mark making, screen printing photography and Photoshop. You will 
investigate a range of artists and designers and use their work to inspire your own. To assist 
your development of ideas we will visit colleges, galleries and work places.

Project 2: Stranger Things
During this project you will explore photography, photomontage, illustration, line drawing, 
tonal drawing, characterisation, graphic design and textiles artwork. To assist your 
development of ideas we will visit local galleries and cities.
 

Year 11
Project 2: Stranger Things...continued  

Then, after the Christmas holidays you will be given the Art exam paper from AQA. You will 
select one of the themes given and begin your preparation work. You have 8 weeks to 
complete a thorough body of work, which will lead up to your final 10 hour exam.  This will 
take place over 2 full days in the art rooms. All work completed for this exam will count 
towards 40% of your final mark.

After the course has ended, your work must be kept in school until the end of 
October.

Projects



All of your work will be marked according to how well you have met the 4 assessment 
objectives. 
 

AO1 

DEVELOP IDEAS – ARTISTS, TRIPS/VISITS & SOURCES OF INSPIRATION
Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 

AO2 
REFINING and EXPERIMENTING
Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes.  
 

AO3
OBSERVATIONAL DRAWINGS, EXPLANATIONS & USE OF MEDIA
Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 
 

AO4 

FINAL IDEA & FINAL PIECE, LINKS WITH ARTISTS
Present a personal and meaningful response that realise intentions and demonstrates 
understanding of visual language. 

Assessment



Checking progress
You will be issued with a Planning Diary, that will allow you to record your 
progress and reflect upon your work during each lesson.

You will also be given a checklist for each project which will help you to 
manage your own progress and monitor your work effectively.  This will 
indicate the minimum amount of work expected, anything you complete 
above and beyond the list is fantastic!!!











9-8 Grade descriptors



7-6 Grade descriptors



5-4 Grade descriptors



After school activities
The more you participate in after school activities, the greater the 
rewards!!!

Your home learning activities - 2 hours per week which can be 
completed in school during p6 sessions.

Sign up to our after school sessions at Wigan and Leigh College, 
Pendleton 6th Form College and Bolton 6th Form College where 
you will learn how to screen print and much more using specialist 
equipment and materials!

Attend after school art sessions at WHS to learn how to etch, 
develop your Photoshop skills, design and print your own t-shirts, 
make badges/bags and other products or just work on your own 
ideas!!!

 



Pizza parties
Art ambassador responsibilities
Art badges
Postcards of praise
Art student of the week
Greater skills and subject knowledge
Use of art rooms at break and lunch 
times
Improved GCSE Art results
Develop relationships with other artists, 
students and staff

The list goes on………

Rewards



http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/
Course advice and tips from the BBC  
 
http://www.studentartguide.com/
The Student Art Guide
Contains ideas, help and guidance from students and teachers around the 
world on your GCSE 
 
http://www.juliastubbs.co.uk/
100s of examples of pages from student sketchbooks and artwork at GCSE 
 
http://www.pinterest.com/
A visual discovery tool that you can use to collect ideas for the different 
projects and themes (great for finding artists and other examples of GCSE 
artwork) 
 
http://www.art2day.co.uk/
A site dedicated to supporting students through their Art and Design GCSE. A 
great place to start if you are looking for artists to investigate.

https://www.bolton.ac.uk/subject-areas/art-and-design/
Here you will find information about art courses and more!

https://www.wigan-leigh.ac.uk/courses/art-design
Here you will find information about art courses and more!

https://www.runshaw.ac.uk/area-of-study/art-design/
Here you will find information about art courses and more!

https://www.theartcareerproject.com/careers/
EXPLORE HUNDREDS OF ART CAREERS AND LEARN MORE ABOUT WHAT IT TAKES TO MAKE A LIVING 
DOING WHAT YOU LOVE.

Useful websites

https://www.bolton.ac.uk/subject-areas/art-and-design/
https://www.wigan-leigh.ac.uk/courses/art-design
https://www.runshaw.ac.uk/area-of-study/art-design/
https://www.theartcareerproject.com/careers/


Vocab and key terms




