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Supervising revising at home and helping your teenager prepare for the GCSE English
exams can be a minefield for parents and carers. This booklet will provide information
for parents alongside practical guidance on the following:

e what revision should look like.
e what the paper entails - questions, marks, timings and resilience.

e what a grade 5 looks like (with comparison to a 7)




What should revision should look like for English

Language?

Unlike Literature, it is practise that makes perfect with English Language. All of the material is

unseen so the preparation comes by:

* Knowing exactly what to do for each of the questions (they always follow the same format)
*Being able to practise the questions independently, using unseen texts and practice papers.

*Know what each question is asking:

It is so common to hear a student say “I don’t get it” when looking at an English Language
question- this barrier is especially difficult when at home. BUT all questions have clear
strategies and the internet is a wealth of walk-throughs and guides that will support and
match the approaches we use in class. Students just need the support to ensure that they

actively try to understand it.

Mr Bruff is a well-known Youtuber (of the English teacher kind) who talks through each and

every question in detail, with examples.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w

Mr Bruff

@mrbruff 370K bers 759 videos

| am an English teacher making videos on GCSE and A’ Level English Lang p -

sted_button_id=.. and 1 more link

paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?emd=_s-xclick&

VIDEOS SHORTS PLAYLISTS COMMUNITY CHANNELS ABOUT

AQA English Language Paper 1 Question 2 (2024 onwards)

Here is my guide to AQA English Language Paper 1 question 2
Download the FREE worksheet to accompany this video at
https://mrbruff.com/wp-content/upload... Yes this video was
made a few years back, but everything in it still 100% relevant to
the 2024 exams onwards

in the November 2018 paper, the examiners’
report pointed out that there were no sentence

READ MORE

STEP ONE:
Students go onto their Teams app

¢ Practising questions

HERE IS HOW STUDENTS CAN ACCESS A COMPREHENSIVE AND RELEVANT REVISION
RESOURCEMADEESPECIALLY FOR STUDENTS AT WESTHOUGHTON
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STEP TWO:
Students ciick on the icon on the LEFT-HAND bar that s
labelled TEAMS.

STEP THREE:
Students find their English class and click on that. It will
look something ke the ICON on the right

[ - St STEP FOUR:
- On the icon at the top of the classroom page, there will
be a label called RESOURCES- YEAR 11. Students need to
. click that
STEP FIVE:

Students look in the folders labelled AQA Language
Revision and AQA Literature revision. They will find lots
S— of support for independent revision in there!

~

What should it look like?
Students can work
through a practise paper
or specific question,
whilst watching the
video specific to that
section.
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What should it look like?
Students can access
practice papers on our
Year 11 Revision
Resources section on
their Teams page.
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w

What revision should look like for English Language

* Planning and practicing of the ‘Story’ question, Language
Paper 1, Q5.

Students should have all now prepared a narrative in which they’ve considered the setting,
character and plot that they’d like to think about and use. Now, as part of their revision,
students need to practice writing out their story and improving it over time.

Once confident with their plan, students can practise writing their idea using different Q5s

(take from the practice papers on Sharepoint). Their story will roughly follow a 4-part structure
as seen below:

‘'FOUR FOR MORE'-THE 4-PART
SUCCESS STORY

GNE SETTIMNG - describe
Pathetic fallacy (DRAMATIC to add ACTION)
Use WEATHER AS 5YMBOL (make it NEGATIVE, HOSTILE,
THREATENING)
Prepositions (NAVIGATE THE READER)
HINT AT A DIFFERENT PAST using 'once; now sentencing

‘I'|||'I|I'l:l CHARACTER- describe
One or two characters- no more- keep minimal
Show, not tell- describe an interesting

appearance/behaviour which hints at the live they lead.

Craft the actions/behaviour of the character to reflect
personality
Keep dialogue minimal and crafted.

FOUR: RETURN TO SCENE:

= Don't feel the need for resolution or huge drama! Zoom in
on something in the scene or introduce a
danger/threat/hope to develop.
Offer a glimpse of a change- use the weather to symbaolise
this (clouds are great for this!




Section B: Writing

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.
Write in full sentences.
You are reminded of the need to plan your answer.
You should leave enough time to check your work at the end.

Your school or college is asking students to contribute some creative writing

for its website.

Either

Describe a market place as suggested by this picture:

or

Write a story with the title ‘Abandoned’.

(24 marks for content and organisation
16 marks for technical accuracy)
{40 marks]

What should it look h'kem
This is the question style
to expect. Parents can
get involved in this by
reading the story and
giving some feed back.
Students at Grade 4 and
5 level are aiming to
write something that is
CLEAR. A clear place, a
clear character and a
clear plot. There is a
feedback template on

the next page. /




Editor's Checklist £

[ Planned first!

d Capital letters and full stops used where necessary.

L Paragraphs evident - with short paragraph for
effectand structural features used to link ideas.

J 5+ ambitious words (looked up in thesaurus and
circled when included)

[ At least four of the sentence types mentioned in
this booklet (e.g fronted adverbial)

[ Similes and metaphors used. Ideally extended
throughout piece. E.g. Like a predator, he stalked his
victim,

] Personification used. E.g. the wind howled as if the
whole sky was injured,

] At least one colon used (:) and At least one semi-
colon used (;)

] At least 4 prepesitions used to guide the reader

U1sit clear? l.':ﬂl"l/)mu follow the structure? Does it link
to the question/prompt?

Did you enjoy reading the piece? (Y or N)
What did you enjoy?
A\

What do you think can be impmmd?\\(

\ What should it look like?
Read your child’s story
\ using this checklist as a

\ guide for feedback. To
achieve a Grade 4, the
story needs to ultimately
make sense and it
doesn’t take an English
specialist to be able to
see if that’s the case!

\ %




What revision should look like for English Language?

» Researching and discussing the Big Ideas that can come up for
Language Paper 2, Q5.

For the other Language Paper, the big writing question (Q5) requires them to write a
persuasive piece about a particular social issue. This topic is not pre-released, so it can be
very difficult for students to write a comprehensive argument about something that they don’t
know much about!

Preparation for this can involve researching the potential topics that could come up.

Loneliness
and
isolation

Mental Online
health safety

GLOBAL
WARMING

What should it look h’kem

Stress and Celebrity Public
Culture Transport Having a discussion with
Workload P your child about the big
issues using these
/ prompt questions can
Why is this issue important? make a huge difference
. . 5 to their answers. Discuss
What is the reality we face: both the local and

national impact around
certain issues and
encourage them to think
about how individuals
and local communities

can make an impact. /

Y4

What problems does this issue cause?

N~
J\

What are the solutions to this issue?




ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE

Paper 1 (1 hour 45 minutes)
Explorations in creative reading and writing

Reading
Section A - Reading source

One extract from a literary text material

15mins
Q1 — List four things...%
8 marks
Q2 — How does the writer use language..... QLS

Q3 — How has the writer structured the text....

Q4 — Critical evaluation of text in response to a statement

Section B — Writing
Q5 — Writing to describe/narrate
Choice of task — one choice based on a picture

ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE
Reading

source
material
15mins

Paper 2 (1 hour 45 minutes)
Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives

Section A - Reading
Two sources — non-fiction and literary non-fiction
Q1 - Select statements that are true — Source A

8 marks

Q2 - Summary of given topic in Sources A & B 8mins

Q3 - Use of language — Source A/B

16 marks

Q4 - Comparing attitudes and methods in Sources A & B i
20mins

Section B — Writing
Q5 - Writing to explain/argue own ideas on topic covered
in Section A e

45mins




English Language Paper 1

Student Examples for the WRITING SECTION
QUESTION 5- NARRATIVE (STORY) OR DESCRIPTION

45 MINUTES
40 MARKS
50% OF THE PAPER

WAYS TO REVISE:
-PRACTISE THE PLAN AND THE WRITE-UP- Use practice papers
from Sharepoint.
-MEMORISE THE SENTENCE STRUCTURES
-READ AND CHECK FOR TECHNICAL ACCURACY AND CLARITY

0 L.’:J A wildlife magazine is running a creative writing competition and the winning entry will be
published In its next edition.

Either

Write a description of a zoo or wildlife park as suggested by this picture:

Write a story about a human meeting an animal.

(24 marks for content and organisation
16 marks for technical accuracy)
[40 marks]




Clear focus on setting to begin with. This student
4 has revised their time and place carefully with a
clear idea of the vocabulary used.

.
You are advised to plan your answer to Question 5 before you start to write.
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rAlthough this is known as the ‘story question’, the \
best answers only focus on a small section of time-
too much plot makes the story feel rushed and
lacking in detail. Encourage your child to think
about using a flashback to give the story and
Qharacter some depth. Y,
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Grade 7
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You are advised to plan your ang)wer to Question S before you start to write. box
PLC’I . in a .sfum-.' Sea. F,Us:y-f-ﬁ‘ecl

4
wild onins! oo

Ok/m; thh Scvinmew — Q‘bf‘\p;(

EQ&%J.%,. L wao Heoun lats ke sacter Like

Beoa,j. by cnctans, T i cooed  sed apaf
‘\'brr‘eabi,% Cerocious  wake whitet ale
_ st _\aﬂit&,_igwagxl woned  powred on fue
oam 5 VR a\tusaﬂ.u bloclan o —
gpaaing for ercoqe W(Aimpar;og wi K Lvu-ngfl
e feral iad (carmed Na surf an 1t
_eteddn clicked hn o da acdd o
_Tua Mﬁﬁ_’_ﬁé-t“dl/ howbd od rollad
Wt imprhence am—Pa  end Tl
Vicdows , eve  shooved  cloucls Pro..&zsi COress
t';h S\uj,, Thess wusare vv:jﬂ&w placsa ko

- g o | e, -
clo B, - 7.~ f\—\g' = oat, Wcm\nﬁ

IRG Jun23ET00M

14




\ A

15

Do nof uride

v adar Be  wones. Jensteakly  Frabcally, TR
5 o closed U(zwwo&)_ﬁ in o  w<ach
for e  sucfoce . ASOJA oru? o8 A
Hdes Cg {*Ouykruﬁ osren  fedd pLunaz_J
~ dowia  \asass on b mMa on 1
= i
. reedod +to
bireatree . SC.I'MM?ij, pw\dnirza; Cippixﬁ
ok (o ciones m\LgI broka o
surface . Gfa.oplrg Yok tza d{%b o
L bumed in T v
€ out ; si : MJ stomack

mﬁj% with il

sy T

_Aaisted - H\@ow \Nrurg_ ouk g -
Lilea on old cox enaimL, QN*Q/J pf:‘:
Mj 'ooo(j Shool.  bmete it veal p
f[eor ond shaacke . Whae wos T ? bow
L Wad 1L Loon Hv_m:hcg puokes 34;(?
Defpite  mey sitvabion, 4@5384&&4(";@«
W cottlia  wEE — I Yes, ot Q)_a__[_
I con  tread L cen sumive
ey S S 'm/\oi Sl — T
[ 82 do MLlAN T asedad had b
do  wooe \’\"&dll_h? T conk ccocoatling ~
Lok il dimelian  wies  flak ?
&Qdow 1 co\d oaran Tl OVR ) O Ma).

13




\

16

16

ﬂu%b % ﬂ,v.o‘k mm;ﬁ_.gzmi-ﬁn

Aistent  nawy .

The sen had stebled wide opan ik
Gemo  onoh T Cemilier, sal
_89_\&-/1 G.L%i

ax Mo o L‘Aol_suﬁ_[c::n\c_c’ mn__leQQJA__
Voo . Eombracod  Tn Tair love cud

rah[abm, F'\Qrmlo gnol T
:Ou(d_rw:j_grmz& (mo.f., JM %/

o Cocaish ~ coont o colobpats - Y

Yo o aeldl” S
“Gad! " all  criesl, pointing  applasding
nQ

Ro\(irﬁ 200 Jia__mack J_sg.,qur
i_cm\.& nek L\\ J&_aﬂnﬂL c,u’( C?»

o Simtle  wn lp.s —
Glow, nq mm wwm:'@ za,_‘iLu
Pram oy prcmgL%_‘«nlA <

mq\n\

J Honenk —%b
MO 1’\ le, QA@L&A
_L fi“l “‘hUMpLOnG ou..(/ W

plrass (B— My Succens (ockictad
ok T ‘H«Oalv( 9 e o rmomant
411\0 mormant  olun T oo 60(0( ok
e Womens _500m  breaotshake ok the

O\UME{CS!-M?;%A‘“W( m’ﬂ =]

18/GIUNZ3B700¢ 1

Do not wi
outside 1
box

14




Do nat wrte

& 17
outside the

errery olou:), Pe-:—rl:ro--u | ilience  ond box
SOQ»\Lm.S in T Joj ? i ok, ZE

could not  shop .)mih,a\.cj.; N
-ﬂ/\o.k neon , I 2 : _A (N . 11,-‘2_
c?,ta/ B&A‘L

. ond. qp..ie-\ W'Zh»-fb., j/ﬂ—ddnj_lﬂcﬂ
L3 7 M%_Tm;%\/\ f'(( Shnactk

Spo‘-\c\iné e lila sapphires , e
formilior  wuokars invited paa o \jc‘m
o oncl venbune SQurftar ol Fom Tle
¥L'10<Lt\ Iﬂ ﬂk Sl«auuovul +'W chxtws,‘FLﬁ
Ak of\\b posrred ok ry knesa libe o
FﬁQAoLLJ Pupp\j. TL\is (os  LoVasa L
Jaguaaﬂl;. wlae T froiced , whee T
l;wch_;A&M_Lw%'y:m;J-,. Greatle
_andl smocth, Tl wokum Aled P.erdxk(»b
oxvund e s ik lhad Mgag shoce .

ﬁuh Nnow I_L:a'::) Now T uncsstend.
T bhone rmot Hu beast thet v He

Sea: I om Mb_ﬁm_%&aa‘k
e M_muqu gl woil 1ol

.Mﬂ*&gk_ @“&Pcw&ml A rwb
i

Turn over »

1IB'GAUnN23BTO0N




_ﬁn__s_l:u):_\zﬁr __senle :'D “'Q-R.'H\,;n‘l‘ﬁ |
c ) deagging e inh Fe Ha
Z\\’Ernn.;%( ? e Q‘bf‘mrf SV/QLL.

wousy el ak  Beay

ﬂs&n_d_nu_h.., bot g feaAMo(D«o(
_wfdynko berdath na - TTT (aeo en
CLn_QL&(__"_mmls o-ﬂok lkmoksn Tl’kn SO.“

burned wva oot . Fortla moL_Eq.ax:t!mg
T senl .” Drwniag. Me. How bhod 4 |

coma  Fo U 7 Affer QAN,:) )1,;39 T |
bhad.  iselad s W T

Formily , ﬂ‘\an 5 l'fe _7
‘,i:?w bl A B BE o el

G G\Jn\fu € SWIiMpes  oefeera  SUCCumb
o wskir  ia sudh o oy 7 Hhom—eosd
4 Alles rash, a ol.zuoU.J oaimal

hows cauld Simp let W .
b&M_.‘b__F/‘O.aV?‘ L:t ——— =

A PQH:__PQ.LP.QJ:A&!\ derknans E&d«o.d o

Qﬁ&&’j o ony limbs. Al &= ||

ek tha

Extra space for question 5 only (if needed) _[:-e [{-_wm ’TL_ wndeqns box
__'r_:i..rn‘.ﬂg Py [una,.g oo it swollowed

pao W -




English Language Paper 2
05

SAMPLE ANSWERS

Student Examples for the WRITING SECTION
QUESTION 5-A PERSUASIVE ARTICLE
45 MINUTES
40 MARKS
50% OF THE PAPER

WAYS TO REVISE:
-PRACTISE THE PLAN AND THE WRITE-UP
-MEMORISE THE SENTENCE STRUCTURES
-LET FAMILY READ AND CHECK FOR TECHNICAL ACCURACY AND
CLARITY
-WORK WITH FAMILY MEMBERS TO RESEARCH THE ‘BIG IDEAS’




Do not wime
Section B: Writing '
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.
Write in full sentences.
You are reminded of the need to plan your answer.
You should leave enough time to check your work at the end BSA0OS - 14
B5A06: 11

0 5 ‘Cars are convenient, comfortable and save time. However, we need to use them less by
making public transport such as trains, trams and buses cheaper, more reliable and easier
to access.’

Write a speech to be given at a meeting of your local council in which you argue your point
of view on this statement

(24 marks for content and organisation
16 marks for technical accuracy)

[40 marks]
You are advised to plan your answer to Question 5 before you start to write.
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(speech/article/letter)
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Students are taught in lesson to write an
emotive introduction using the phrasing
“Imagine a world where...” and then to
describe a dystopian extreme of the

topic. This isn’t a story but marks are still
given generously for emotive
description.
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After the introduction, the argument is
clear- needed for Grade 5. After the

Do notw
outside

introduction, students go on to describe
the issue faced.
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In the final section of the answer,

/G 2un2BT002

box

students should develop their answer by
thinking about the solutions to the issue.
These often involve community
involvement and better services for
those affected.

20




Students do well if their argument has a
‘real world’ feel. Discuss possible expert
titles that can be given to help them use
a quote/research from experts (i.e
’ » rofessors, scientists
—erinaS  perrer Sercvices. professors, 4

politicians/charities/councillors etc).

16
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Grade 7

‘Cars are convenient, comfortable and save time. However, we need 1o use them less by

13

making public transport such as trains, trams and buses cheaper, more reliable and easier
to access.’

Writeaspeed\tobegivenatameemgoiyombcalcouncilmwhnchyouargueyourpoinl
of view on this statement

(24 marks for content and organisation
16 marks for technical accuracy)
[40 marks]
You are advised to plan your answer to Question 5 before you start 10 write
imogine O WO wWhert  (oQd) are ppiued #ull OF
jrationary Qry. imagine 6 wWOC\Wd Where the SKie
Qre o P scorihid Jepia  ngead  QGF e hopeful
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Q! W COfE iutead 0 using  pubiig HON oIt I
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Undoubfedly, He 2xeaiw oumod  0f CAN biocling
0o MOtelWugy and  fren  awds +0 be addred.
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doubt that gur et g ot cafy
having cevaytQing implicgliony for Oul
eANI(ENMint. The exhauit fumo fem the
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