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Supervising revising at home and helping your teenager prepare for the GCSE English 
exams can be a minefield for parents and carers. This booklet will provide information 
for parents alongside practical guidance on the following:

•what revision should look like.
•what the paper entails - questions, marks, timings and resilience.
•what a grade 5 looks like (with comparison to a 7)

Westhoughton High School: English Department

Parental Workshop 1: GCSE English Language
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What should it look like?
Students can work 
through a practise paper 
or specific question, 
whilst watching the 
video specific to that 
section. 

Unlike Literature, it is practise that makes perfect with English Language. All of the material is 
unseen so the preparation comes by:

•Knowing exactly what to do for each of the questions (they always follow the same format)
•Being able to practise the questions independently, using unseen texts and practice papers.

•Know what each question is asking:
It is so common to hear a student say “I don’t get it” when looking at an English Language 
question- this barrier is especially difficult when at home. BUT all questions have clear 
strategies and the internet is a wealth of walk-throughs and guides that will support and 
match the approaches we use in class. Students just need the support to ensure that they 
actively try to understand it.

Mr Bruff is a well-known Youtuber (of the English teacher kind) who talks through each and 
every question in detail, with examples.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w 

What should revision should look like for English 
Language?

What should it look like?
Students can access 
practice papers on our 
Year 11 Revision 
Resources section on 
their Teams page.

•Practising questions 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w
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• Planning and practicing of the ‘Story’ question, Language 

Paper 1, Q5.

Students should have all now prepared a narrative in which they’ve considered the setting, 

character and plot that they’d like to think about and use. Now, as part of their revision, 

students need to practice writing out their story and improving it over time. 

Once confident with their plan, students can practise writing their idea using different Q5s 

(take from the practice papers on Sharepoint). Their story will roughly follow a 4-part structure 

as seen below:

What revision should look like for English Language
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What should it look like?
This is the question style
to expect. Parents can 
get involved in this by 
reading the story and 
giving some feed back. 
Students at Grade 4 and 
5 level are aiming to 
write something that is 
CLEAR. A clear place, a 
clear character and a 
clear plot. There is a 
feedback template on 
the next page.
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What should it look like?
Read your child’s story 
using this checklist as a 
guide for feedback. To 
achieve a Grade 4, the 
story needs to ultimately 
make sense and it 
doesn’t take an English 
specialist to be able to 
see if that’s the case!
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• Researching and discussing the Big Ideas that can come up for 

Language Paper 2, Q5.

For the other Language Paper, the big writing question (Q5) requires them to write a 

persuasive piece about a particular social issue. This topic is not pre-released, so it can be 

very difficult for students to write a comprehensive argument about something that they don’t 

know much about! 

Preparation for this can involve researching the potential topics that could come up.

What revision should look like for English Language?

What should it look like?
Having a discussion with 
your child about the big 
issues using these 
prompt questions can 
make a huge difference 
to their answers. Discuss 
both the local and 
national impact around 
certain issues and 
encourage them to think 
about how individuals 
and local communities 
can make an impact.

GLOBAL 
WARMING

Mental 
health

Online 
safety

Loneliness 
and 

isolation

Stress and 
Workload

Celebrity 
Culture

Public 
Transport
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English Language Paper 1
Q5

SAMPLE ANSWERS

Student Examples for the WRITING SECTION
QUESTION 5- NARRATIVE (STORY) OR DESCRIPTION

45 MINUTES
40 MARKS

50% OF THE PAPER

WAYS TO REVISE: 
-PRACTISE THE PLAN AND THE WRITE-UP- Use practice papers 

from Sharepoint.
-MEMORISE THE SENTENCE STRUCTURES

-READ AND CHECK FOR TECHNICAL ACCURACY AND CLARITY
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Compare the work your child is producing to the 

quality of work in these answers – does it match up? 

Will your child’s work achieve a grade 5? 

Grade 5
Clear focus on setting to begin with. This student 

has revised their time and place carefully with a 

clear idea of the vocabulary used.

Following the setting description, the 

student has spent some time 

characterising their narrator using 

specific detail and description. This takes 

preparation for most students.
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Although this is known as the ‘story question’, the 

best answers only focus on a small section of time- 

too much plot makes the story feel rushed and 

lacking in detail. Encourage your child to think 

about using a flashback to give the story and 

character some depth. 
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Grade 7
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English Language Paper 2
Q5

SAMPLE ANSWERS
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Student Examples for the WRITING SECTION
QUESTION 5-A PERSUASIVE ARTICLE

45 MINUTES
40 MARKS

50% OF THE PAPER

WAYS TO REVISE: 
-PRACTISE THE PLAN AND THE WRITE-UP
-MEMORISE THE SENTENCE STRUCTURES

-LET FAMILY READ AND CHECK FOR TECHNICAL ACCURACY AND 
CLARITY

-WORK WITH FAMILY MEMBERS TO RESEARCH THE ‘BIG IDEAS’
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Grade 5

The student understands that this is a 

speech and has understood who is the 

audience. Students need to ensure they 

adapt to suit the type of text 

(speech/article/letter)
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Students are taught in lesson to write an 

emotive introduction using the phrasing 

“Imagine a world where…” and then to 

describe a dystopian extreme of the 

topic. This isn’t a story but marks are still 

given generously for  emotive 

description.

After the introduction, the argument is 

clear- needed for Grade 5. After the 

introduction, students go on to describe 

the issue faced.
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In the final section of the answer, 

students should develop their answer by 

thinking about the solutions to the issue. 

These often involve community 

involvement and better services for 

those affected.
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Students do well if their argument has a 

‘real world’ feel. Discuss possible expert 

titles that can be given to help them use 

a quote/research from experts (i.e 

professors, scientists, 

politicians/charities/councillors etc).
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Grade 7
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