Newsletter
GCSE Results 2019

Issue 33

Year 11 students and their parents were gathered nervously outside the school before 9am on Thursday 22nd August, waiting
to receive their GCSE results. For many students, it was worth the wait as the smiles on their faces showed that their hard
work had paid off and they had achieved the GCSE results they wanted and deserved. There were lots of hugs, cheers and
a few (happy) tears as students realised they would be able to go on to the college course and institution of their choice. It
was especially pleasing to be able to share this time with the staff and parents who had supported them throughout and the
atmosphere in the Arts Theatre was one of celebration and relief!
Our top performing student was Niza Malik who achieved 8 Grade 9s, 1 Grade 8 and 1 Grade 7 – close to perfection and
most definitely hard–earned by a very dedicated student! She will receive the Rotary Club Tony Budd Memorial Award at an
awards evening in September to acknowledge her fantastic achievement. Niza is going on to A levels at college alongside
many of her equally high achieving peers including: Lucy McHale, Jessica Phillips, Livia Sutcliffe, Izzy Dzulkifli, Natalie Rea,
Emma Joseph, Libby Smith, Indra Lilley and Ben Haslam, who all did exceptionally well. A number of students also showed
that hard work and determination pays off because they have made exceptional progress between primary and the end of
secondary school: Jennifer Thompson, Mia Greenough, Finnlay Roberts, Zoe Butler and Lucy Sigley deserve special mention.
Congratulations to the class of 2019! A big thank you to our dedicated staff who have continued to work hard to better
understand the new courses and examinations, so that they could support and prepare our students whilst also working
tirelessly to raise aspirations and achievement; thanks also to our students’ families for their unwavering support.
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New Deputy Headteachers
The school starts this Autumn term with two new Deputy Headteachers in post, who
we would like to introduce to our school community. They are strong appointments
for the school and further complement our wonderful staff body. We are sure you will
meet them at a school event soon, and can welcome them in person.
What a warm welcome to Westhoughton we have received so far! We are both
extremely humbled, grateful and excited to have stepped into Westhoughton at such
an exuberant time, with admissions at an all-time high and building expansions
redesigning the everyday space our young people have. We are also both excited to be
a part of the wider community here, looking to the future and building upon the hard
work of our predecessors. Our approach to school life is clear - we want to concentrate
on fostering positive relationships which will enable us to strive for the highest
standards in all areas. Put simply, we want our school to be the very best it can be.
Claire Cronin: Deputy Headteacher for Quality of Education
To me, teaching is the best job in the world. Our future is largely in the hands of our young people and I am privileged to be in a
job that helps shape that future. Our staff go above and beyond for our students, ensuring that despite the changing pressures
in education with the new KS2 and KS4 grading, new GCSE specifications and a greater expectation on young people within
exams, that our young people know that they are more than exams and that life skills are integral, as is enjoyment, to their
successes ahead. I am excited to bring my previous experiences within the curriculum, teaching and learning, staff and student
development to the role and continue Westhoughton’s drive to build the best futures for our students, staff and community.
Caroline Unsworth: Deputy Headteacher for Student Wellbeing & Engagement
During my first visits to Westhoughton back in the spring term I was extremely impressed by the friendliness and enthusiasm
of the pupils and staff. After 16 happy years at my previous school it would have taken a very special place to encourage me to
move away – that is what I believe Westhoughton High School to be – ‘a very special place’. It is obvious that the local community
is incredibly important to the school and I am looking forward to building even stronger links over the coming months. I am
fully committed to ensuring that we provide the highest quality pastoral care and guidance for all pupils. I also recognise that
we have an incredibly talented and hard-working student body and will be looking to maximise the opportunities for pupil
leadership and personal development, involving pupils as much as possible in the life of our school. As a starting point we
already have lots of projects planned for our charity work this year and for our Anti-Bullying promotion work later this term. I
feel very fortunate to have been welcomed into the Westhoughton family and look forward to working with you closely in the
months ahead.

A very fond farewell to 3 teachers after a total of 79 years
Mrs McIntyre, Ms Bach and Mrs Edgar each retire from a long and distinguished
teaching career to which we like to recognise their impact in shaping many
lives here at Westhoughton. Mrs McIntyre has been teaching English at
Westhoughton for a staggering 39 years, with generations of students - and
parents - being uplifted by her love of her subject, the students and of learning.
Mrs McIntyre’s passion to bring out the best in students have seen her lead as
the Head of Upper School, Lower School and Sixth Form – doing whatever she
could to offer the best opportunities for our students. Mrs Edgar began teaching
in 1982 and has enjoyed an 18 year teaching career here at Westhoughton.
Mrs Edgar has touched the lives of thousands of students and developed
pastoral care across the school that ensures the best provision for all. Much
of her work goes on quietly behind the scenes, as she leads safeguarding and
support whilst being a huge advocate in developing the caring LEARN ethos
that underpins our school’s daily routine. Ms Bach also began teaching in 1982
and has enjoyed a 22 year teaching career here at Westhoughton. Ms Bach has
led teaching and learning within our school, inspiring students and working
instrumentally with our staff to develop the best teachers of today and the
future. Her work has shaped our curriculum and values, defining what a good
education really means – putting our students first. Within the current climate
of teaching, we hope you will agree and celebrate the legacy created by three
dedicated, caring and impactful teachers with their 79 collective years at
Westhoughton. We wish them a long, healthy and happy retirement.
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Top Trader at WHS
In February, the Bank of New York Mellon ran a self-organised session of
Top Trader at Westhoughton High School, led by Helen Faulkner and a
group of volunteers from BNY.
Top Trader is a game, providing a basic introduction into the world of buying and selling stocks, shares and commodities.
Hosting this event presented an opportunity for a real-life employer encounter, enabling our students to understand who
BNY Mellon are and what they do. The session was successfully delivered to 60 of our Year 11 students, providing a fun and
educational afternoon with lots of energy, healthy competition and rivalry in the air. The event was thoroughly enjoyed by
the students, school and volunteers alike, and we look forward to welcoming BNY Mellon back in the future.
Many thanks to the bank volunteers for organising such a fun day; well done to our Year 11 students who (on the whole)
managed to increase their portfolio value and make a considerable amount of (virtual) money!

Comic Relief 2019
We raised a total of £656.94 for Comic Relief! Thank you to all students and staff who took part
in the various activities and donated. There is a particular thank you to our fantastic PE team
who supplied week-long activities, our wonderful students/families for donating cakes and
then to our SSLs who organised the bake sale. A fantastic amount raised for a fantastic charity.
Well done TeamWHS!!
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The History and Geography Italy Trip
In April, students from Years 10 and 11 took part in a joint History and Geography visit to Italy. For the first part of the
trip we stayed in Rome, only a short distance from the ancient centre of the city, visiting the sites of Rome including: the
Colosseum, the Pantheon, the Trevi Fountain and the Spanish Steps (which we walked up many times). Students also
attended ‘Gladiator School’ where they were able to demonstrate their gladiatorial skills and competitiveness. Later,
we travelled further south to stay in the coastal town of Sorrento. From here we visited the Roman towns of Pompeii and
Herculaneum which were destroyed when Mount Vesuvius erupted in AD 79. We were given a guided tour of some of the
most interesting parts of the towns. After a breathtaking drive up the slopes of Mount Vesuvius, the group embarked on
a short but steep walk up to the crater of the volcano. There was also plenty of time for shopping and eating pizza and
ice-cream!
Miss Fitzgerald, Mrs Holmes, Miss Fleming and Mr Freeman would like to say thank you to all students – you were a credit
to yourselves, your parents and the school.

Anne Frank Trust Exhibition
Some Year 8 and 9 pupils were given the opportunity to train as
guides for an Anne Frank Trust exhibition which was set up in school.
They then led guided tours of the exhibition for their peers as well as
Year 5 pupils
from two of our
local primary
schools,
St Bartholomew’s
and Washacre.
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Year 9 Careers activities and visits: Spring Term 2019
During the Spring Term, Year 9 students experienced a variety of events to educate them about the main post-16 pathways.
All forms had the chance the meet young apprentices from Stateside Foods to find out how they became apprentices within
the company which is one of Westhoughton’s largest employers. 45 students visited the Bolton Sixth Form College Higher
Education Day, met university staff and some local employers such as Keoghs, AXA Insurance, GM Police and Stateside
Foods and learned about employment opportunities. 15 students visited Edge Hill University participating in the ‘Aspire to
Higher Education’ day where they met university staff, undergraduates and ex-Westhoughton student, Chris Phelan, who
is now a lecturer at the college; they also toured the university’s facilities. A further 15 students took part in the ‘Oxbridge
Bound’ event at Runshaw College which focused on the study skills they need to acquire to apply for Oxbridge or a Russell
Group University. The students participated in three workshops including one where they were asked to determine the likely
motives behind the assassination of President Kennedy.
Our main Careers event was the ‘Your Future’s’ day. Students had individual meetings along with their parents to discuss
option choices with form tutors, experience taster lessons and had the chance to meet representatives from colleges and
training providers as well as apprenticeships.

During the week of March 4th -8th, the school enjoyed National Careers Week with lessons and activities having a careersfocus and homework set which was related to careers. Students also participated in a number of employer encounters
including history classes meeting staff from the Royal Air Force.

Year 10 College Taster Days
Year 10 students visited a variety of further education colleges in order
to widen their knowledge of the post 16 pathways open to them at
the end of Year 11. All students in the year group got the chance to
visit Runshaw College, sampling a variety of A level and BTEC courses.
Students then chose to visit Bolton Sixth Form, undertaking A level
taster lessons, or Wigan and Leigh College, sampling vocational courses
at the Pagefield and Leigh Campuses. Two smaller cohorts also visited
Winstanley College, sampling A level provision, and Bolton College,
sampling a range of vocational courses . The visits have given our
students a much greater awareness of the post-16 pathways available,
raised aspirations for many and developed a better understanding of
college life and all it has to offer.
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Year 10 visit to the Skills North West Show
60 year students visited the Skills North West show held at Event City Trafford Park. They had the opportunity to meet
staff from a range of organisations who offer work placed learning to school leavers. Over 50 organisations, including
large employers such as Mercedes Benz, NHS and the Armed Forces along with training providers who recruit and train
apprentices for employers, were in attendance.
During the show there were several presentations and guest speakers. Several students heard the Greater Manchester
Mayor, Andy Burnham, outline his plans for free travel for all post 16 students in Greater Manchester and even spoke to
him afterwards to outline their views on his proposal.
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WHS celebrated Science Week in March
It started with a bang! Year 7 students were treated to an exciting presentation about energy, delivered by The Royal
Institution. This included an interactive discussion of different forms of energy and its application. We also welcomed
new additions to the Science team (provided by www.livingeggs.co.uk/) as students watched a group of hatchlings
emerge from their eggs and grow into fluffy chicks. The project proved to be very popular with all students and the
wider community as 2500 people tuned into the live Youtube streaming, making sure that everyone could see what Ken
Jnr and his friends were up to 24/7! The project generated questions, discussion and interest from all students and was
an outstanding success!
Staff and students also participated in a science quiz to test their knowledge about the application of science and
competed to beat the 10 second clock in a magical chemistry experiment delivered in lessons. Thanks to the Royal
Institute for their support and also all the staff and students who joined in Science Week 2019.

Community Enterprise
Activity: Off timetable Week
All Year 8 students worked on a community enterprise
task where they were asked to develop and market a
community enterprise which would benefit a section of
the community. Students worked in groups with staff from
Stateside Foods and Xplode Magazine and were supported
by apprentices drawn from MBDA and Stateside Foods.
Each group presented within their form with the winning
groups presenting to the year group in a ‘Dragons’ Den’.
Three overall winners were chosen by Ron Bell and Bernard
Howes from the Westhoughton Rotary Club, who acted
as Dragons, and the winners received gift vouchers and
an invitation for a site visit to Stateside Foods, including a
pizza party. Our students learned a variety of employability
skills during the day and we would like to express our
sincere thanks to the volunteers who supported our
students.
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Let’s Share Easter
Let’s Share Easter was wonderfully led by a team of Year 10 volunteers. They
went into form groups to raise awareness about dementia and to encourage
younger students to donate Easter eggs to local people who were in particular
need of some thoughtfulness and compassion. Thanks to the generosity of
students, parents and staff, we were able to donate over 200 Easter eggs. In
the week leading up to the Easter break, the names of students who donated
eggs were drawn out of a hat to create a 50-strong delivery team who went
out into the community to spread some Easter cheer. Trips were arranged to
the Woodlands Dementia Unit, Westhoughton Age Support Project and the
children’s ward at Bolton Hospital, to hand over these gifts in person and
observe the impact that their kindness and generosity has had on others.
As always, the donation is only half the gift and it is the thoughtfulness with
which it was donated and the warmth with which it was handed over that
makes such acts of kindness priceless to those who receive it. So many
thanks to the Year 10s who led this project and to all those who kindly
donated Easter eggs.

Let’s Share Easter
Raffle
We held a special Easter raffle as part
of our ‘Let’s Share Easter’ campaign
with all the proceeds going to Bolton
Hospice. We raised £149! Well done
to all the winners!
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Westhoughton’S

Westhoughtons’s Got to Dance
Well done to the cast of ‘Westhoughton’s Got to Dance’ who performed an amazing dance showcase to a sell out audience!
Every single dancer should be so proud of themselves, it was superb!! All the time taken to work on the choreography
and rehearsals was worth it.
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Speed Networking Event -Salford Rugby League Club
A group of 14 Year 8 students took part in a Speed Networking Event organised through the Greater Manchester Bridge
Programme. They had the opportunity to speak to a wide range of employers from the region. Our students asked some
excellent questions to find out more about the jobs the employers undertake on a daily basis and learned some valuable
tips about how, in the future, they can make themselves more employable.

Myerscough College Visit
A group of 12 Year 9 and 10 students visited Myerscough College to find out more about the wide range of land-based and
sports-related vocational courses offered by the college. The students toured the college to see areas in which they had
expressed an interest such as: cricket and basketball, small animal care, farriery and equine studies and the motor sports
department and learned about the commitment needed to be successful in these areas.
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Sportspersons’ Dinner
Our annual Sportspersons’ Dinner was held at Brookfield Hall in July.
The night was a huge success with students receiving over 50 sporting
awards across a range of different sports, celebrating their hard work,
commitment and outstanding achievements. Guest speaker, Ryan
Brierley, professional rugby player and ex-student, gave the students
inspirational advice and shared anecdotes of his career so far and
students had the chance to ask him lots of questions. ‘Team of the
Year’ went to the Year 10 boys’ football team who reached the Bolton
School’s Cup Final this year. Sports Personality of the Year Award went
to Finn Cooper and Holly Wilson. Students looked very smart and
everyone thoroughly enjoyed the evening. Thank you to all students
for their commitment to school sport this year and we look forward to
more success and outstanding performances next year.
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Artist visit
We were delighted to welcome artist Jim Medway
back into the Art department this week! Year 8
students took part in an illustration workshop and
had the opportunity to ask Jim questions about his
career as an ‘image maker’. Here are some examples
of the fabulous characters our students created!

Our Facebook Page
Visit our new Facebook page at
@WesthoughtonHS to keep up to
date with all school news, events,
awards and any important information you
may need.
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Thai boxing - International Thai Martial Arts Games
Jessica Mason (Year 8) and Bobby Merrit (Year 7) along with 4 other members of the Westhoughton Muay Thai Boxing Club
represented England at the International Thai Martial Arts Games and Festival between March 8th and 17th. The annual event
is held at the Nimibutr Stadium in Bangkok, and people from more than 40 countries are expected to take part.
Brendan Walsh, who runs the Westhoughton club with his wife, Mandy, said: “They’ll get to fight in the homeland where the
sport comes from, and it doesn’t get better than that honour. Eight or nine months ago all our juniors were doing quite well
and we put the offer there to go, and they all jumped at the chance,” he said.
The club has amassed enough money to pay for the trip from fundraising events and sponsorship, including a £900
sponsorship deal for 12-year-old Jessica Mason.

A massive congratulations to Jessica in Year 8 for winning Gold and Bobby in Year 7 for winning Silver when representing
England at the International Thai Martial Arts Games in Bangkok! What a fantastic achievement for you both! We are very
proud of you from everyone at Westhoughton High School.
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Bolton School’s Athletics Championships
In June, two teams of athletes represented the school at the annual town athletics championships. All students were a
credit to the school with their effort and performances across a wide range of athletics events. Tyrese Frederick-James was
crowned Bolton Champion for the 200m, Dennis Ogenette became the town’s high jump champion and the Year 10 relay
team also won. The following students were placed in the top 3 for their events - Blake Livesey (Javelin), Lewis Greenalgh
(800m), Brandon Wabayi (1500 & Triple Jump), Anita Gronowska (Long Jump), Jessica Mason (Shot Put), Chloe Johnson
(High Jump & 800m). Well done to all students involved and particularly well done to the Year 10 team who came 2nd overall
and just missed out on winning by 1 point!

Year 10 Cricket Team
The Year 10 cricket team have had a challenging season with a stoic group of regular players holding the team together.
They reached the semi- final against Rivington and Blackrod High School where, despite playing with only 8 cricketers, the
team lost by just 9 runs. A tremendous team ethic, showing great leadership and resilience, you made us all proud!

Year 10 Football Team
This season has been truly outstanding for our Year 10 football squad.
Each individual has worked hard attending extra training sessions
and we were unbeaten all season, ultimately reaching the Bolton
Schools’ Cup Final. Sadly that game ended in a 1-0 victory to Turton
but the team showed determination and resilience throughout and
the team spirit was outstanding. Thanks to the many students and
staff who supported the team in the cup final game.
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Charity Cake Bake
An unusual ‘alternative sport’ during enrichment week was cake baking, with groups of Year 7, 8 and 9 students, preparing,
assembling and baking over 350 cup cakes for our three nominated charities, Meningitis Now, 261 Fearless and Bolton
Hospice. The cakes were decorated and sold at break and lunchtime by Year 9 students. A massive, “THANK YOU”, to all year
groups who worked so hard during what was a really hot day to produce some fantastic finished cakes. £75 was raised, what
a great amount, well done to all!

MFL Translation Bee
After winning both Round 1 (the class stage) and Round 2 (the whole school competition), 7 Year 9 students competed in
the Grand Final of the MFL Bolton Translation Bee against other schools from across the borough. We were proud of all
the students who took part especially Amina Nawaz who came third overall in the French competition. Très bien fait and
Muy bien hecho!
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Big Charity Events
Following discussion with our Student Council, we organised a number of charity events in summer
term to support our chosen charities, Bolton Hospice, 261Fearless and MeningitisNOW. These included:
Dress down day and bake sale: wonderfully supported by many families, students and staff, helping
kick off our fundraising campaign.
Sponsored marathon: 5 school staff undertook in Liverpool. It was a huge challenge, and again raised
the profile and much needed funds for our charities.
Bolton Hospice sponsored run: 40 Year 10 students and 4 members of staff completed a sponsored run
of 6 miles from school to Bolton Hospice. After lunch and a talk from the Hospice Fundraising Manager,
the students had a tour of the in-patient department and therapy rooms. The day was a challenge on
many levels and the students were a credit for the mature way they interacted with Hospice staff.
Charity Sponsored Assault Course: Years 7, 8 & 9 took on the challenge in their forms, with medals
being awarded to the winning boy and girl to complete the challenging assault course!
Grand Raffle: prizes from many of the companies we deal with were very generously donated and
included hampers, vouchers and a Samsung Tablet.
We know how generously our school community has supported our charity events in the past and we
would therefore thank everyone for their continued support this year. The total raised was £3,300.

Many thanks to everyone for
their kind donations

School Synergy is a solution to help manage
communication between home and school.
With School Synergy, school news and
real time. Your school will provide details on
the features currently available.
School to Parent Communication
School may send an email and/or text about a variety of
topics such as:
• Behaviour concerns and achievements
• Attendance queries

A text is received
from the school
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Duke of Edinburgh
Year 9 students have been participating in the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award scheme. As part of the expedition section,
students walked within the West Pennines Moors and over Great Hill, near Chorley. The students camped out at Bibby’s
Farm which is run by the Scout Association. The Award is split up In to 4 sections:- Volunteering, Physical, Skills and the
Expedition Section. The Award is recognised by employers, colleges, and universities. It is a recognition of a successful
journey of self -discovery. We believe that this programme empowers students to work as part of a team, provides them
with social interaction skills and builds confidence to work on their own initiative.
Our school based D of E qualified staff are always on hand to support our students. Completing the Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze Award is a fantastic way to demonstrate and develop a range of important skills that are highly valued within and
beyond school. Congratulations to all those students who achieved their Bronze Award this year. In 2019, our new Year
9 cohort will have the opportunity to embark on the programme so grab the chance to get involved! You may surprise
yourself...!

Extra Curricular Archery
We pride ourselves on offering a variety of extra-curricular activities across
the school and giving students opportunities to try new sports. This year,
a number of our students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have been participating in
archery sessions after school. Several Year 9 students have been supporting
the archery sessions as part of their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award
Volunteering Section, learning to support staff and other young people. This
shows a commitment to learn new skills, develop existing skills and shows
support for others. Well done to everyone involved!
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Children’s University
Nine students attended the graduation ceremony for Bolton and Bury Children’s University and were presented with
certificates recognizing their extra curricular interests by the Chancellor of the Bolton University. Peter Rogerson.
Madison Bolland, Aiden Bilsbury and Emma Groom were presented with a Bronze Award; Ali Azeem a Silver Award;
Morgan Pennington-Rothwell a Silver Degree; Elijah Deacon and Hannah Leeper a Bronze Postgraduate Award; Amina
Nawaz, a Silver Postgraduate Award and Halima Nawaz a Gold Postgraduate Award. Vocalist Ella Colman entertained
the audience and Rapper Poet Donovan Christopher gave an inspirational talk to the students. Congratulations to our
Children’s University graduates for 2019!

OAP Summer
Afternoon Tea
Year 9 and 10 catering students prepared,
baked and presented jam and cream
scones, Battenberg, Viennese biscuits,
Bakewell tarts and individual black forest
gateaux for our annual summer afternoon
tea party for the local senior citizens within
our community. The high tea went down a
treat and the students were complimented
on their baking and presentation. The
senior citizens were then entertained with
a matinee performance of ‘The Sound of
Music’ by our talented cast. Well done to
everyone who helped!
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Performing Arts: London Trip
The Performing Arts trip to London took place over the Easter
holidays and was another fantastic success.
The students visited Covent Garden to see the street
entertainers and of course, the shops before journeying
to the Novello Theatre to enjoy ‘Mamma Mia.’ Everyone
really enjoyed the show, especially dancing along to the
final number. Their exemplary behaviour in the theatre was
commented on by other theatre goers.
The second day started early with a workshop at Pineapple
Studios, this time to learn the movement routine to ‘At The End
of the Day’ from ‘Les Miserable’. The students were fantastic
and used their whole bodies to communicate the poverty and
hardship of the characters in this musical number. They also
demonstrated maturity when being given the opportunity to
ask a professional actor questions on the profession and the
routes they could take if they were interested in becoming
a performer. In the afternoon we toured the city sights,
including a few Harry Potter movie locations thrown in for
good effect. The final show of the tour was ‘Les Miserables’ at
the Queen’s Theatre, another fantastic show enjoyed by our
students.
On the final day, students took part in a stage combat
workshop which they loved. Students were keen to get
involved and took on board the advice that the workshop lead
gave them with some interesting routines being performed
by the end of the workshop.
Miss Gough would like to thank the students for a great
trip and Miss Hetherington and Mr Taylor for giving up their
holiday time and supporting this trip so well.
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Bolton Youth Council
In June, six of our School Council lead reps from Year 7 and 8 attended the Bolton Vision Youth Conference at Bolton Town
Hall. Led by the very impressive Bolton Youth Council, they worked together with young leaders from schools across Bolton
to help shape a vision for what Bolton should be like in the year 2030. They enjoyed a great morning, meeting other young
leaders and generating lots of ideas about how we can all work together to achieve a better Bolton.

Parents’ evenings this year
We asked…… what’s going well?
You said………
Your comments were overwhelmingly positive! Thank you for your lovely comments about the quality of our teaching
and support staff – and it is always fantastic to pass on your positive comments to the prefects who are on duty and show
you round.
You also let us know about the queues in reception and asked if staff could be a little more confidential around some of
the conversations held. You also asked us to ensure appointments ran to time.
We did…….
All of the comments you made have been discussed at Governors’ meetings. We have started to open the reception area
a little earlier to avoid congestion at the start. All of your comments have been shared with staff – and our site team will
ensure all clocks in classrooms are set to the correct time for our next parents’ evening so our appointment system runs
to time.
Many thanks to all of our parents and carers for your attendance at parents’ evenings this year and all the wonderful
feedback you provide.

Head Boys & Head Girls
After their election as Head Boys and Head Girls for 2019-20, Greg
Cole, Lucas Walsh and Jemimah Mohamed visited Winstanley
College to attend some leadership training, whilst Ella
Tinniswood had commitments as Bolton’s Youth MP. Jemimah
commented on the day: “We undertook team work activities
including a mega sized jenga and obstacle course. We had to
work in a team to overcome the obstacles and demonstrate a
range of leadership skills. In the afternoon, we had to plan a
healthy living week for our school, working collaboratively with
head boys and girls from other schools. The day was a great
opportunity to develop us as aspiring leaders for the future.”

The students are pictured with Winstanley
Vice Principal, Mel Chadwick.
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Best of Bolton Art Show
Some of our GCSE art students took part in The Best of Bolton Art exhibition at Bolton University. The standard of work
on show was phenomenal! Well done to all that took part, especially our prize winner Nadia Hajok who was commended
for her fabulous repeat pattern designs!

Junior Presentation Evening
It was a great pleasure to welcome our guest of
honour, Kathryn Willett, from Bolton Hospice to
join us for Junior Presentation in July. The Sports
Hall was packed with nearly 400 guests ready to
celebrate those students who had been awarded
prizes for excellence or progress in subject areas. It
was an evening of celebration as the many smiling
faces attested! In addition to prizes for subjects and
attendance, a large group of students received their
Duke Of Edinburgh bronze awards, certificates for
success at Bolton schools’ athletic competitions and
the always popular Student Ambassador Awards.
Kathryn thanked the students for their amazing fund
raising efforts on behalf of the Hospice and Mr Hart
thanked parents and staff for supporting our students
in the wide ranging opportunities afforded to them
at Westhoughton High. He also thanked Ms Bach,
Mrs Edgar and Mrs McIntyre for their long service
to the school (almost 80 years between them!) and
wished them well in their retirements. The audience
was entertained by two student groups. A thoroughly
enjoyable evening for all involved.
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Year 11 Leavers Celebration Ball
It was wonderful to see our departing Year 11 students arrive in style, looking fabulous and all ready to enjoy a fantastic
evening at their Leavers’ Celebration Ball at Kilhey Court in Standish. After the obligatory photos, smiles and hugs, the
students enjoyed a sit down meal and then a few hours of dancing and singing with their friends and staff. The atmosphere was
great and the students thoroughly enjoyed celebrating and recalling lots of happy memories of their time at Westhoughton
High School, alongside the staff who had supported them. We wish them all the very best in their next steps ahead. Thanks
to the staff who had set up the room so that it looked truly amazing and celebratory, and to the Class of 2019 for being the
stars you are!
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Sports Day
The sun shone for us again at our annual Sports Day. Students showed their team spirit representing their forms in a wide
range of athletic events and even some not quite so athletic, alternative sports! Competitors were well supported by their
forms who waved the banners, flags and pom-poms they had created banners to support their teammates. There were
some outstanding performances on the day across all year groups and it was great to see the whole school come together
and support every student, whether they finished first or last. Well done to everyone involved. The overall form winners
were 7F, 8H, 9M and 10B - Congratulations!

Summer Rewards Trip
As a final celebration at the end of our Enrichment Week, over 600 students from Years 7-10 enjoyed a well deserved rewards
trip to Blackpool Pleasure Beach. After a rollercoaster of an academic year, it was a pleasure thank our wonderful students
for their persistence, hard work and dedication with a fun day out. Miraculously, the sun shone and the students had a great
day testing their nerve on The Big One, getting soaked on Valhalla and rattling their teeth on The Grand National. Thank you
to all the students and staff for a fabulous day.
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Celebrating Student Success
Four Nations Squad
Dance Exam Success
Year 7 student Elise has been
working hard out of school and
taken exams in Grade 1 Theatre
Craft which she passed with
Distinction and Theatre Tap Red, he examiner said “Elise had
a strong focused performance,
good energy level and a detailed
performance of a most pleasing
dance”
Well done Elise!

Sponsored Walk
Leo Deluce from 8S took part
in Westhoughton Lion’s Rugby
Club sponsored walk. It was
to raise enough funds to build
a new club house. He walked
(hiked up) Snowden mountain.
It took 7 hours and 9.8 miles.

Congratulations
to
former
student Sean Croston selected for
our Four Nations Squad!
Photo of Sean after winning
the University Rugby League
Four Nations this weekend in
Edinburgh. They completed the
grand slam beating Wales 52-16,
Ireland 40-0 and Scotland 36-18.
Sean played in all 3 games.

Cycle Speedway Winner
Year 8 student Chloe has won
1st place trophies for Cycle
Speedway in the Regionals and
Northern league. Chloe is part of
the Astley and Tyldesley Cycling
Club and has been for the past
12 months. A great achievement,
well done!

Yellow and Blue day
In April, we held our annual ‘Yellow & Blue’ Day
in support of Bolton Lads’ and Girls’ club. The
theme of the day was ‘Whatever you do – make it
Yellow & Blue’ and our staff and students certainly
entered into the spirit of things by dressing up in
the club’s colours!
Yellow and Blue cakes were on sale and break
time and our school raised £807.98 for the club.
Thank you so much for your support Team
Westhoughton!
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A1 – Alive with The Sound of Music

The school’s production of The Sound of Music ran from 9th July to 11th July. The musical tells the real life story of the
Von Trapp family and their escape from Austria.
The show ran for three nights, and two matinee performances were arranged for our local senior citizens and feeder
primary schools. The audiences were fantastic as always and were very complimentary as they left the theatre after
each show. Once again, new friendships were made and many tears were shed with the leaving of our fantastic Year 11
students who have continued to inspire the cast with their passion and dedication for the Performing Arts. The cast were
really challenged this year and they certainly went above and beyond with many outstanding performances across the
five shows.
A show doesn’t happen without lots of help: Mr Taylor and his tireless work; Ms Parry for her work with vocal parts; Mrs
Brodmann for costumes; Mr Lee for the set and props, and any staff who came to watch or help out front of house. None of
this would happen without without the hard word, energy and devotion of Miss Gough who is already planning auditions
for the next show! Thanks to all the parents and friends who made up the very appreciative audiences who came and
supported the performers.
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Our Webpage
Visit our website www.westhoughton-high.org to keep up to date! Find useful information, news, forthcoming
events, term dates and much more.

Welcome to Westhoughton Business Hub

Located in Westhoughton, the Business Hub aims to assist local businesses with the challenges that they face,
by providing high quality, low cost meeting space. The hub offers practical services to help businesses grow,
reduce overheads and thrive for years to come.
With our geographical location close to North West motorway links and the proximity to Logistics
North adjacent to junction 4 of the M61 the Hub gives easy access into Greater Manchester,
Lancashire and Cheshire.
For more information, please contact us on 01942

850082,
email us at enquiries@westhoughtonbusinesshub.org
You can also keep in touch with us on the following social media platforms:

@Wbusinesshub

Westhoughton Business Hub

W: westhoughtonhub.communitybookings.co.uk

E: enquiries@westhoughtonbusinesshub.org

Westhoughton High School. Bolton Road, Westhoughton, Bolton. BL5 3DN
Tel: 01942 814122 l Fax: 01942 817792 Email: WHSOffice@westhoughton-high.org
Follow us on Facebook @WesthoughtonHS or Twitter @WesthoughtonHS
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