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As a school we would like to thank all students, parents and staff for supporting our
seasonal ‘Let’s Share Christmas’ appeal. Over 400 families donated to our appeal and
more than 200 students were actively involved in organising or running the project. In
addition to this, over 70 students went out into our community to deliver gifts to our
neighbours and local community groups in person.
Collectively, your generosity has enabled us to deliver over 200 presents to the elderly
in our community, 349 chocolate oranges to those who look after our loved ones on the
wards of Bolton Hospital, 19 cases of toys for Bolton Toy Library and 15 cases of food
and toiletries to support local families who have fallen on hard times. Our students also
went out into Market Street on different occasions to clear up litter and give festive treats
out to the passers-by busy preparing for Christmas. This year’s appeal was dedicated
to the memory of Leonard Maycroft, a good friend of the school who is greatly missed,
especially by the local community groups he gave so much of his time to.
So we would really like to thank you all for your kindness, generosity and support. Not
only are your gifts valued by those individuals who receive them, many of whom really
benefit from our support, they create priceless encounters and experiences where the
gift of time, kind words, warm expressions and shared experiences will last far beyond
the holiday season.
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Let’s Share Christmas

Around 30 Westhoughton High School students surprised our local senior solution members and volunteers with presents
for Christmas. Visiting Sacred Heart Church with over 40 presents that were wrapped and selected by the Year 10 Health and
Social students. The students walked to the church and sat with the members of our local community, having conversations
and laughs. They represented the school with kindness and consideration. Well done to all our wonderful, inspirational and
compassionate students who were a part of this trip. A special thank you to Mr Webster for all his hard work in orchestrating
this charitable success.

Eco Council Litter Pick
Some of the students from the Eco Schools group took part
in a community litter pick of Westhoughton. This was part of
our schools ‘Let’s Share Christmas’ campaign focusing on all
aspects of the community. It was a very wet day but all the
students got involved and helped to clear several bags of litter.

Chocolate Oranges for NHS Staff
A group of students dropped off 349 Chocolate Oranges that had been
collected as part of the ‘Let’s Share Christmas’ campaign at Bolton
Hospital. This is just to show gratitude and appreciation for the hard
work the NHS staff do - this is part of the Chris Lamb story who started
this Chocolate Orange campaign a few years ago.
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WASPs Christmas Party
On Sunday 15th December eight of our Year 11 students went to the WASPs Christmas Party to distribute some of the
Christmas gifts we had gathered for the elderly as part of the ‘Let’s Share Christmas’ campaign. Everyone at the party had a
fabulous time and all the presents were gratefully received.

Bolton Toy Library
‘Sending a very huge big thank you to staff and
young people at Westhoughton High School for
their generous Christmas gifts for children living
in challenging circumstances. We are blown away
with your kindness!!
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Bright
Happy New Year from Toy Library Team.’

Urban Outreach
Through the generous donation from our students,
families and staff we were also are able to give 15 large
crates of food and toiletries to Urban Outreach in Bolton.
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The Citizens Advice Bureau Art Competition
The Citizens Advice Bureau in Manchester set our Art students a competition to design a mural for their newly refurbished
offices. They wanted a bright and colourful piece of work that showcased all things that we love about Manchester.
Congratulations to our competition winners: Lucy Withington, Josh Hibbert-Jones, Mya Hayman, Holly Greenough,
Jemimah Mohmed, Natasha Irwin, Sophia Elliott and Megan Derbyshire who met the brief perfectly designing these
fabulous murals!

Here is some information about what the Citizens advice Bureaus can offer you;
Citizens Advice can offer free, confidential, impartial and independent advice to
all younger people on important matters such as:
- Living independently and understanding the financial support that might be
available.
- Help to continue your studies and help to understand what additional support
you can get.
- Help/advice about working conditions e.g. not given breaks, not paid National
Minimum Wage.
- Help with managing bills and making sure you can budget for all the things you
need to pay for.
- Help with problems with a difficult landlord.
We can help with all of these problems and more - whoever you are, whatever
the problem, we’re here to help. The service is entirely FREE and CONFIDENTIAL
and they don’t judge. You can get in touch by phone on 03444 111 222, (Facebook
@ManchesterCAB,) or find details of webchat (and our face to face Community
Hubs) at www.citizensadvicemanchester.org.uk.

The Citizens Advice Bureau Visit
Seven of our fantastic Art students visited the Citizens Advice Bureau in Manchester yesterday to view their winning mural
design. As you can see it looks amazing! Thank you to everyone at the organisation for a really enjoyable afternoon. We
learned all about the services the Citizen Advice Bureau offers
and the incredible career and apprenticeships opportunities
available there. For more information visit their website.
www.citizensadvicemanchester.org.uk
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Rotary Award Winner is now a Trilingual Student
When Niza Malik joined Westhoughton High School during Year 9, she would be the first to agree that her English was not
very fluent. Just over two years later, she was the school’s top GCSE performer with 8 top grades including English Language
and English Literature!
Phil Hart, the high school’s headteacher, told an audience of Westhoughton Rotarians and guests how Niza had succeeded
in winning the 2019 Tony Budd Diamond Jubilee Award. She and her brother were born in Italy and were fluent in Italian and
Urdu when they arrived in Britain. Now, thanks to her hard work she was equally confident in English.
“This fantastic performance”, he added, “was due to the hardworking way she approaches every subject and made her yet
another worthy winner of this award.”
Eleven years ago, in Westhoughton Rotary’s Diamond Jubilee year, the club made its first Bursary presentation in memory
of a former member’s distinguished service to the club and the community. Ever since, Westhoughton Rotary have held an
annual award ceremony to celebrate the top student’s achievement.
Phil Hart, explained that when Niza joined the school, it hadn’t taken her teachers long to identify her potential. She was
never afraid to ask for help and always acted on any advice given.
In telling the audience about Niza, Phil Hart said that she was joining a long list of worthy winners who had gone on to
achieve further success and bring more honour to the school. Many had had difficult challenges to overcome but she was an
especially good example of what could, nevertheless, be achieved.
He was delighted that her mother Shazia and brother Safian were able to attend Niza’s Award Evening and help celebrate
her achievement. She is now studying hard at Bolton Sixth Form College so should find her Bursary of a £200 Waterstones
Gift Card a real help.
Past President Ronald Bell explained the Club had wished to inaugurate a special award in the Club’s Diamond Jubilee year
as part of their celebration of 60 years of service to the town. In conjunction with the High School, it had been agreed to
make it an annual award to encourage and celebrate academic success. He welcomed Jeannette Miller and George Davies
thanking them for their support over the past 11 years.
President Barrie Livesey congratulated Niza on
her success and then presented her with her
Waterstones Gift card, a Rotary Certificate and
a mini trophy. He wished her well in her present
studies, which included A level courses in Biology,
Chemistry and Psychology, and in the future when
she was aiming to study Medicine at Manchester
University.
Barrie said how Rotary valued their continued
contact with the High School and thanked Phil Hart
for his interest and attendance, congratulating
him on the way the School was working so hard
to prepare students for their future lives.
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Open Evening 2019
What a spectacular Open Evening we
had. The school site and classroom
displays looked amazing and the
activities on offer to our prospective
students showcased a variety of
the best teaching and learning we
have on offer. Most of all though, the
one thing that shone through was
the enthusiasm and friendliness of
all our staff and students who are
all so proud to be associated with
Westhoughton High School!

Passport to
Westhoughton
Congratulations to Madison Meadows in
Year 5 from St Barts, who won our Passport
to Westhoughton competition at our
open evening in September. Madison was
presented with her £20 Trafford Centre
Voucher from Mr Parkinson.
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National Apprenticeship Show: North West Bolton Arena
70 students took the opportunity to visit this annual event showcasing potential apprenticeship opportunities both at 16
and 18, offered by businesses within the Greater Manchester Area. As a follow up, over 40 Year 11 students participated in
several lunch time drop-in sessions enabling them to register with the National Apprenticeship website enabling them to
track future apprenticeship vacancies over the course of the year.

Careers post-16 Progression Evening
In October we held our annual Careers evening giving students and parents the opportunity to explore the different
pathways open to young people after the age of 16. Our visitors included a wide selection of colleges offering both A level
and vocational qualifications, training providers who recruit and train apprentices, local Higher Education Colleges and
several local employers including MBDA, William Hare Construction and Stateside Foods. It was encouraging to see an
increased number of Year 9 students and parents in attendance using the event to learn more about the post-16 pathways
before they face their option choices in the Spring. All parents who attended the event received a booklet on post-16
qualifications and pathways which can be found in the CEIAG section of the school website.
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Children in Need & Maddi’s Butterflies
We supported Children in Need and Maddi’s Butterflies on Friday 15th
November. Students came in PJs or Fancy dress with a £1 contribution. We also
had our traditional cake sale, students and staff brought in donations. The PE
department ran various activities over the week at lunchtimes taking dontations
for taking part and spectating:

•
•
•
•

Tues 12th Nov - Beat the teacher Badminton
Wed 13th Nov - Staff Vs Students Netball Y7 & Y8 Girls
Thurs 14th Nov - Staff Vs Students Football Y10 & Y11
Fri 15th Nov - Staff Vs Students Netball Y11 Girls

We raised a fabulous amount £852.09! to share between both charities. Thank
you all for taking part and donating.

BBC Bitesize
A team from BBC Bitesize brought three guests to our school to discuss careers in the ‘Creative Industries’, with their host,
Capital FM DJ Sarah Story. Panelists included Ed Watts from the Whitworth Art Gallery Manchester, Jennie Bearman from
the digital marketing team at Warburtons, and
Tom Bailey from BBC Marketing and audiences
team.
They did three of these exciting careers
assemblies with Years 8, 9, and 10 across the
day. As well as explaining the path they took
to get into their chosen careers, they talked
about opportunities in these industries and the
qualifications and skills needed to get a job.
Students asked some great questions and got
an insight into their possible future careers.
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We made the news! Fantastic article in the Bolton News about the
work we are doing to fight against single use plastic. Well done
especially to all the students and staff behind our campaign, a
special thank you to Miss Fleming for her organisation.
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Youth Speaks Competition
Congratulations to the 18 students who took part in the
Youth Speaks Public Speaking Competition in November.
Every single student was an absolute credit the school. In
particular, well done to our two winning teams! Year 10s
Charlotte, Hatice and Kuda won the competition overall, plus
the senior category, with an outstanding presentation about
the disappearance of the Arts from the British curriculum. Year
8s Katie, Grace and Jessica won the Intermediate category
with an exceptional speech about street harassment. Both
teams now look forward to representing the school at the
District Competition in February. The local Advertiser wrote a
fantastic article in the paper all about the event praising the
students and staff for all the work and commitment to the
competition. Thank you to Miss Lonsdale for all of her work
organising and preparing the students.
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Samba Drums
Some of our Year 7s had a treat when Bolton Music Service’s percussion specialist Gary Watton visited school on Tuesday
to take a Samba session. The students enjoyed trying out a range of different percussion instruments - the big Surdos and
lively Agogo bells proving firm favourites! The whole Music department was filled with the sound of the Brazilian rhythms
which showed the students the real importance of working as a team and listening to one another.

Mock Interviews 2019
It was a real pleasure to see over 90 Year 11
students presenting themselves for a mock
interview based on the personal statement they
have produced to apply for post-16 choices this
year. Many participants were grateful for the
experience they were given and felt they had
greater self confidence to face forthcoming
interviews for college and apprenticeships.
Our thanks are extended to the volunteers
who acted as interviewers including several
members of the Governing Body and a selection
of former students now in employment who
were delighted to pass on their experience to
our current Year 11s.
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Senior Presentation Evening
It was wonderful to see as many of our Year 11 leavers
2019 back to Westhoughton High School to receive
their awards and collect their GCSE exam certificates.
Evenings like these are always nice to hear back from our
students and talk about their post-16 pathways. So many
students turned up with their family and friends to mark
the occasion and enjoy the evening. The guest speaker
Gary Hanks, a former student, spoke about his time since
leaving Westhoughton High and all the successes that he
has experienced taking up many opportunities that he
had presented to him since his GCSEs.
We wish all our school leavers all the best for the bright
futures I’m sure they will have.

Our Facebook Page
Visit our new Facebook page at
@WesthoughtonHS to keep up to
date with all school news, events,
awards and any important information you
may need.
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Celebration of Christmas
On Thursday 5th December the festive season started in style with our annual Celebration of Christmas at St Bartholomew’s
Parish Church. The programme for the evening began with a stunning solo of the first verse of the carol ‘Once in Royal
David’s City’ performed by Charlotte Rea who was then joined by the school and staff choirs and the wider congregation.
We had a number of readings and drama performances from students, each one chosen to highlight a different message
about the celebration of Christmas. The staff choir gave a moving rendition of two pieces ‘In Winter’ and ‘One Day’ and
the school choir gave equally impressive performances of ‘Follow That Star’ and ‘When Hope Came Down’. We were also
treated to a musical piece ‘Silent Night’ performed by instrumentalists in our band. A highlight of the evening was led by
our Head Boys and Girls as they lit candles with the congregation in preparation for a prayer led by Rector Reverend Carol
Pharaoh and a final Carol ‘O Come all Ye Faithful’. The light from the candles reflected not just the spirit of Christmas but
also the immense pride of parents, carers and staff in the congregation for all those who contributed to such a wonderful
evening. Following the service many stayed behind to enjoy festive refreshments and to congratulate the students who
had participated. Special thanks go to all those who worked so hard to make the evening a success but especially to Miss
K Gough who put together the programme for the service and co-ordinated the performances on the evening.

Black History Month
To celebrate Black History Month, during October students in Years 7,
8 & 9 undertook a project as part of their maths lesson inspired by
the life of Benjamin Banneker. Banneker, the first African American
to have a scientific journal published in the late 1700s, designed and
hand crafted (from wood) his own clock, having borrowed (taken apart
& hopefully reassembled) a pocket watch from a wealthy neighbour.
Students designed their own clock faces, displaying some of the
mathematical skills and knowledge they have acquired during lessons
this year. Six of their designs have been made into working clocks and
are now proudly displayed around the school site.
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Remembrance Day
2019
We started our remembrance day
commemorations with Mr Taylor
accompanying six of our KS3 students
who took a gentle walk down (in the
rain) to the Memorial in Westhoughton
to prepare it for Remembrance Day
2019. Here are Jacob, Gabby, Amber,
Ben, Harrison and Georgia after they
had completed a splendid tidy up.
Students representing uniformed
organisations along with members
of staff attended the last post on
remembrance day. Millie from Year 11
played the ‘last post’ exceptionally well, and the whole school observed two minutes silence at 11am.

Duke of Edinburgh
Once again some of our Year 9 students have started participating in the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award scheme. Our
students are already undertaking various activities in
their volunteering, skills and physical sections.
The Bronze Award is split up in to 4 sections:volunteering, physical, skills and the expedition
section. The Award is recognised by employers,
colleges, and universities. It is a recognition of a
successful journey of self-discovery. We believe that
this programme empowers students to work as part of
a team, provides them with social interaction skills and
builds confidence to work on their own initiative. Our
school-based D of E staff are always on hand to support
our students.

Jeans for Genes
On Friday 18th October we raised money for Jeans for Genes day by students and staff wearing
jeans and donating to the charity, we raised a fabulous £572.47! Well done everyone who took
part and donated.
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Kindness Army
Ho ho ho! Our Kindness Army went out and
about on Market Street in December and gave out
cupcakes made by our Year 10 Catering students
to spread a little bit of festive cheer. Here are
some of the comments of thanks we received:
‘Great work and so polite well done’
‘Thanks for the cakes and little trees. The staff
and customers of Provenance Food Hall really
appreciated these’
‘Well done team Westhoughton’
‘Well done kids, you’re doing a great job.’
‘What a lovely gesture. I got a mine whilst on
Westhoughton market. Thanks all concerned.’
‘Thanks for the cakes guys!’
‘Great work guys !!!’
A special thanks to Mrs Powell-Roden for her time
and organisation.

Kindness Army
Year 10 Catering students produced 135
cupcakes in preparation for the Kindness Army.
Thank you for such a fantastic batch of cakes.

Mr Gill - Retirement

Class of 2019
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Loyal service

1987 2019
Mr Gill will be starting his well earned retirement on
Friday, following 33 years of loyal service to the school.
A huge THANK YOU and best wishes from the very
many in our community who have either been taught or
received excellent careers advice by him. He will be
missed by us all in school but he will now have more
time to follow his beloved Barnsley Football Club
and plan his walking trips.

15

BTEC Performing Arts Show
In December 2019, the Year 11 BTEC Performing Arts group held a performance evening. They were
tasked with performing a scripted piece to an audience in which they displayed the skills and
techniques that they have learnt throughout their time on the course. The students worked from
October on the performance piece, performing as seven-year-old children. They had to know their lines, produce their own
interpretation of the character they played, research their role and adapt their body language and voices to suit the role
they were portraying. The evening was well attended by parents, carers, friends and fellow students. The Performing Arts
department is incredibly proud of the work these students did. Well done Year 11!

Westhoughton High sails to Treasure Island!
Some Year 8 and 9 English students had a whale of a time at the Octagon theatre’s production of Treasure Island in
December! Featuring ‘talented actors’ (The Bolton News) and future stars from Westhoughton High School’s very own
Year 10 cohort, the production was packed full of pirates, mutiny and dancing cheese!
Students watched the ‘classic tale of buccaneers and buried gold’ in the comfort of the University of Bolton’s stadium
suite in December. Congratulations to the students involved who demonstrated outstanding behaviour throughout- they
were a credit to the school.

Pizza Club in Food Technology

Salford Foundation

Food Technology have started a Pizza Club on a Tuesday after school.
It’s a 4 week series of sessions. We have Year 11 and 10 Hospitality &
Catering students helping to run the club each week to help towards
their personal statements.

Over the past five weeks, eight Year 8 students
and seven Year 9 students have been taking
part in a Careers Mentoring Scheme with
Salford Foundation. Gillian, a graphic designer/
advertiser, has been working with the pupils
looking at skills they would need in the
workplace and how they might gain those
skills.

Week 1: Product analysis and taste testing
Week 2: Pizza design
Week 3: Making the pizza dough
Week 4: Make pizza and bake
A new group of students will start the 4 week sessions in the New Year.

Macmillan cake sale
We held our annual cake sale for Macmillan and raised a fantastic
£256.08. Thank you to all who donated and baked. Thanks also to
our Student Support Leaders who ran the event.
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English Reading Challenge
At the start of the year, every student in Year 7 received a Reading Miles Global Challenge Passport to encourage reading
for pleasure, along with an assembly, delivered by Miss Lonsdale, about the importance of reading. For every 15 minutes a
student read, they travelled 500 miles on an around-the-world trip. At each ‘checkpoint city’ they earned 5 merits and their
name is proudly be displayed on our WHS World Map. Once students completed their journey, they received an exclusive
certificate and were entered into a fantastic prize draw. Students
responded brilliantly to this competition with seven students
completing over 17.5 hours of reading! Following a live prize draw,
during the end of term assembly, the winner was Eva Goddard who
is onto her third passport - wow! Congratulations. The competition
will continue into the New Year.

Year 8 Digital Advantage
On Thursday 5th December, selected Year 8 students took part in a Digital Careers Design Project. The students engaged with
experts in the digital world from a company called Digital Advantage. The project has been launched through many schools
in Greater Manchester. Throughout the
day students were asked to work as a
team designing a website, coding and
looking at ways of digital marketing.
The students engaged really well with
the Sprint Design Day and eight students
have been selected to go through to
a three day experience at a Digital
company in Manchester. During this next
round of the project the Westhoughton
High students will compete against other
teams from other Greater Manchester
Schools. The project is designed to raise
students awareness of the careers in
an ever changing digital world. It also
highlights to students the skills that they
have that are transferable into different
fields of work.
The students enjoyed the day and good
luck to those selected for the next round.
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MFL Barcelona trip 2019
In October, 35 students and staff set off for a very
eventful and enjoyable 5-day Languages visit to
Barcelona. We packed in some fantastic activities
as we explored what this vibrant city has to offer.
A tour of Camp Nou (FC Barcelona’s home ground)
and a trip to Port Aventura, one of Europe’s
biggest theme parks, were two of the highlights
- but we did much more. Students were amazed
by the magnificent views over the city as we took
the cable car to Montjuic, a ruined castle that
towers over the city. More photo opportunities
were provided by the visit to La Sagrada Familia,
Barcelona’s famous unfinished cathedral and
a tour of a chocolate factory. There was plenty
of time for retail therapy browsing round the
designer shops on Las Ramblas and students got a
more authentic feel of traditional Catalan cuisine
and lifestyle at the world famous La Boqueria
Market. A delayed return flight meant spending
the night at the airport and, even though it was
a really difficult and frustrating experience for
a group of tired teenagers, our students just got
on and coped with it in a way that made their
teachers proud (and drew comments from fellow
passengers whose flights had also been grounded
by the terrible storm). Nothing will spoil our
happy memories of the city though - the trip was
definitely an experience everyone will remember!
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Christmas Rewards Trip
Students enjoyed the annual Christmas rewards trip
in December. Students picked from a variety of trips
that they could do on rewards day. All students were
a credit to the school and were well deserved of the
reward for having good punctuality, behaviour and
attendance throughout the Autumn term.

Religious Studies GCSE Trip
Our Year 10 GCSE Religious Studies group had the opportunity to have a trip to St Bartholomew’s church in Westhoughton.
They had a talk from the fantastic Reverend Angela Wynne, had a tour around the site and had a discussion about the history
of the church. The pupils represented the school fantastically and asked insightful questions. Well done to all involved.
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Celebrating Student Success
Junior Champion Calf and Young Handlers
Year 9 student Thomas Fitton won
Junior Champion in the Calf and young
handlers competition in Carlisle in
November. Thomas had to get his
young calf ready for the competition
and show the calf in the ring and speak
to the judges answering any questions
they had. Thomas and his calf won the
Simmental Junior Champion, then
won a first class rosette in the Junior
class and then went onto win the
junior champion which is the overall
winner of all the junior calves. Well
done Thomas!

Languages Week Competition
During languages week, we ran a competition with our Year 9
classes to design the 2020 European Day of Languages logo. The
brief was to design a logo that represents how languages bring
us together. Class winners were awarded prizes. The overall
winner across the year group was... Jess Mason. Bien hecho and
Bien fait!

Welcome to Westhoughton Business Hub

Located in Westhoughton, the Business Hub aims to assist local businesses with the challenges that they face,
by providing high quality, low cost meeting space. The hub offers practical services to help businesses grow,
reduce overheads and thrive for years to come.
With our geographical location close to North West motorway links and the proximity to Logistics
North adjacent to junction 4 of the M61 the Hub gives easy access into Greater Manchester,
Lancashire and Cheshire.
For more information, please contact us on 01942

850082,
email us at enquiries@westhoughtonbusinesshub.org
You can also keep in touch with us on the following social media platforms:

@Wbusinesshub

Westhoughton Business Hub

W: westhoughtonhub.communitybookings.co.uk

E: enquiries@westhoughtonbusinesshub.org
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This year’s Christmas Show was themed on inspiration and involved actors, dancers and musicians performing a variety of
items that our pupils felt inspired by. There were performances from pupils across all five year groups and over 90 students
were involved in the final production.
The pupils were asked to bring their own ideas to the audition process and many of their original ideas went into the final
show after lots of hard work and dedication to ensure it was polished and refined for the production.
The show was performed four times, two matinees and two evening performances. The matinees were for our local primary
schools who really enjoyed the performances and communicated this as they left the theatre on each afternoon.
The evening shows were also a great success and both nights were a sell-out. The audiences of each night were supportive
and really helped to boost the pupils’ confidence when performing.
Our own students continue to display such talent and appreciation for the Arts and it is this and the hard work from the
Performing Arts department that make the shows the success they are. I would like to thank all the peripatetic teachers who
gave up so much of their own time to support the students. I would also like to thank our own staff who gave up time to
support us backstage and front of house. Finally, a huge thank you to Mr Taylor for all his hard work and Mrs Jacobs for the
amazing work she does in the Music department.

22

23

Our Webpage
Visit our website www.westhoughton-high.org to keep up to date! Find useful information, news, forthcoming
events, term dates and much more.

Westhoughton High School. Bolton Road, Westhoughton, Bolton. BL5 3DN
Tel: 01942 814122 l Fax: 01942 817792 Email: WHSOffice@westhoughton-high.org
Follow us on Facebook @WesthoughtonHS or Twitter @WesthoughtonHS
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