
   
 

 

Parent Forum – 14th November 2022 

You Said We Did 

1. Feedback on checking learning in class 
  
Some parents reported their children said there 
was no checking, whereas others were positive 
about checks, especially in English and maths. 
 
 
 
Concerns that children are “endlessly tested.” 
 
 
 
 
 
Concerns that children are seeing material on tests 
that they have not been taught that term. 
 
 
Knowledge organisers are helpful for supporting 
learning at home. Two copies of each would be 
better, one in the book and one for home use. 
 
 
Action 
Could parents ask their children whether it is 
possible to get through a lesson not 
understanding it, without the teacher noticing. 
  

  
 
Checking learning is such a normal part of teaching 
that some students may not recognise it as a 
‘learning check’. Checks are not tests, they are 
activities where the teacher gauges knowledge and 
understanding. 
 
Annual exams for all students are planned, but 
other department tests fall at intervals within their 
curriculum delivery.  It is natural for departments 
to assess students towards the end of units, which 
may fall at a similar time. 
 
Tests may assess students’ longer term 
understanding of the curriculum, including material 
covered throughout the Key Stage. 
 
We will look to share knowledge organisers and 
assessment dates more effectively to enable 
parents to support preparation for assessments at 
home. This might include knowledge organisers on 
the school website for easy access. 
 
 

2. School Day 
 
The earlier break introduced part-way through the 
last academic year is good. It allows teenagers who 
refuse breakfast to eat in the morning. 
 
Some students report to parents that there are a 
lot of fights happening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
We agree and will keep an early morning break for 
the welfare of all our students. 
 
 
There have been some incidents near the school 
gates, where people not involved in our school 
have attempted to assault others. Some of our 
students have witnessed or heard about this. The 
school retains its strong stance that fighting is not 
tolerated, and in fact fights are still rare.  
 
 



   
 

 

 

 

Concerns that students note there are ‘blind spots’ 
that teachers don’t see at break and lunch times. 
 
 

Most duty staff have an area to actively patrol and 
don’t stand on fixed points. We will remind them 
of the need to patrol conspicuously, to reassure 
our students. 
 

3. Curriculum Consultation 
 
This will be the main focus of our next meeting. 
 
Improvements in Form Time are obvious this year 
 
Messages in form time is much clearer and more 
consistent. 
  

  
 
 
 
Our new LEARN programme is adding to the 
measures already in place to ensure all students 
have a positive start to their school day. 
 

4. Communication Update/ Feedback 
 
Following the suggestions made at the last 
meeting…  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Concerns about some members of the community 
(not current parents) posting negative things on 
the My Westhoughton Facebook page. 
 

 
 
 The Head shared a document we propose sharing 
with all our parents, clarifying and explaining lines 
of communication. 
 
By the end of Autumn Term, there will be a single 
‘Gatekeeper’ for all information coming into school 
and going out. 
 
Suggestion: school posts on the My Westhoughton 
Facebook page a request that any concerns be 
brought first to the school to address. 
 


