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Introduction    

The curriculum in each of your subjects at WHS has been carefully planned to 

help you learn new things, building upon what you know and preparing you for 

learning in the future. This is mapped out as a learning journey which each 

teacher will share with you, so you understand how your learning fits together 

as a whole.  Each subject’s roadmap is here https://www.westhoughton-

high.org/subjects/.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This booklet contains knowledge organisers for all the topics you will study in each subject this term. These give an overview of the essential knowledge that you 

MUST remember to be as successful as possible in Year 8 and as you move through each year of school. Your teachers will expect you to use them during lessons to 
find out about what you are going to be learning in a new topic, to retrieve information during a connect activity – connecting your brain to what you are going to 
learn that lesson and to test yourself or others to recall knowledge. You will also use them to complete home learning activities, to regularly revise from so that you 

begin to remember more knowledge over time, to discuss what you have been learning with family and friends and to catch up on any learning you might have 
missed due to absence. You must bring your booklet to school every day and keep it safe at the end of each term as you will continue to use it to support ongoing 
revision.  

https://www.westhoughton-high.org/subjects/
https://www.westhoughton-high.org/subjects/
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Learning Techniques to use with KOs – using them regularly is vital to make knowledge stick in your long-term memory 

(remember you need to revisit information at least 10 times before it is embedded in your memory).  

Try using these ideas, choose different techniques to learn small sections of knowledge each day.  

 Look, Say, Cover, 
Write, Check 

Key Word 
Definitions 

Flash Cards Self Quizzing Mind Maps Paired Retrieval 

S
T

E
P

 1
 

Look at and read aloud 
a specific area of your 
KO.                  

                

                             

Write down the 
key words and 
definitions in 
two columns.  

         

Use your KO to condense 
and write down key facts 
or information onto flash 
cards.   

  

Use your KO to create 
a mini quiz. Write 
down your questions 
relating to the 
information.  

Create a mind map 
with the 
information on 
your KO.  

Ask a partner, 
friend or family to 
use the KO or your 
flash cards.  

S
T

E
P

 2
 

Cover or flip the KO 
over and write down 
everything you 
remember.                             

Repeat the 
above but don’t 
look at your KO  

Add pictures that might 
help you remember. Then 
self-quiz using the flash-
cards.                                                          

Answer the 
questions, remember 
to use full sentences.  

Check your KO to 
make sure there 
are no mistakes on 
your mind map. 

Make sure they 
test you on 
different sections 
of the KO and also 
on previous topics. 

S
T

E
P

 3
 

Check what you have 
written down. Correct 
any mistakes and add 
anything you missed in 
purple pen.  

Use a purple pen 
to check and 
correct your 
work 

Ask a friend or family 
member to quiz you on 
your knowledge. 

Ask a friend or family 
member to quiz you 
using the questions. 

Try to make more 
connections, link 
the information 
together where 
you can.  

Repeat this 
regularly so that 
you are frequently 
looking at KOs 
past and present. 
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How to make learning stick… 

Mind Mapping Flash Cards Look, Say, Cover, 

Write, Check 

Key Word 

Mnemonics 

Revision Clocks 

 

Mind mapping is a great way of 

representing key information 
from a topic in a visual way.  Use 

colour and images to represent 

the knowledge you need to learn. 
Keep writing to a minimum; use 

only keywords/phrases.  

Watch the clip for more tips and 

advice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make flash cards 

using your KO. Write 
a question on one 

side and the answer 
on the other or 

record key- words 

and definitions. Test 
yourself frequently.  

For more advice, 

scan the code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This technique is one 

that has been well 
used from primary 

school upwards. It is 

useful for rehearsing 
keywords, definitions 

and spellings.  Look at 

the information, read 
it aloud, cover it up, 

write it down and 

then check it is 

correct. 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A mnemonic is a 

sentence you make up 

where each word 
begins with the same 

letter as the word you 

want to remember. It 
is a useful technique 

for remembering a 

group of facts/words 
in a certain order.  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Draw a basic clock and break 

your KO down into 12 
chunks. Make notes on each 

chunk in the 12 clock 
sections, use colour and 

images to make it 

memorable. Revise each 
section for 5 minutes, turn 

over and test how much you 

can recall.  

Watch the clip for more tips 

and advice. 
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