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Key Symbols

Fire Pandora’s 
Jar

Water

Big Ideas

Creation
Bringing something into 
existence; the creation of the 
universe 
by a 
God.

Influence
To have an effect on someone 
or something; the power to 
shape something or someone.

Fate
Events that are destined to 
happen, often regarded 
(thought of) as 
predetermined 
by a 
supernatural 
power and 
outside a 
person’s control.

Morality
Social standards for good or 

bad behaviour and character.

Power
The ability or capacity to do something 
or act in a particular way; the ability to 
influence the behaviour of others or events.

Context – Myths, legends and fairy tales teach their readers moral messages.

Moral Message: A message or lesson a story teaches the reader. 
For example, in the story of The Boy who Cried Wolf, the story 

teaches the reader to always tell the truth; otherwise, 
people won’t believe you when it matters.

Classical Literature: The literature of ancient 
Greece and Rome (1200 BC – 455 AD). 

These tales were spoken aloud and recited from 
memory, then written onto papyrus scroll many 
years later. We still have fragments of original 
scrolls today. 

Writers attempted

 to make the universe 

understandable to us, 

as humans. Greek 

mythology includes 

stories that tell us how the world was created 
and the nature of the universe. 

Greek Gods and Goddesses: Greek mythology 
includes stories that tell us how the world was 
created and the nature of the universe, which 
were based around the Titans and Olympians 
(Greek Gods) who were said to live on Mount 
Olympus – the highest mountain in Greece. Each 
God is associated with particular stories, powers 
and symbols.

Twisted Fairy Tales: The original versions of 
popular fairy tales were much darker than 
today’s versions. Originating in European folk 
stories, often designed to be parables with a 
moral twist: they featured painful punishments, 
sadistic parents and children being devoured by 
wild beasts – hardly the stuff of bedtime stories. 
Instead, they were as much warnings for children 
to behave 

themselves as 

anything else 

– discipline 

instilled through 

fear.

The Original Sin: The belief that when Adam and 
Eve disobeyed God, they 'fell' from perfection 
and brought evil into a perfect world. 

God told Adam that he could do anything he 
wanted, except eat the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.

Eve was tricked by the serpent into eating the 
forbidden fruit. She gave 
some of the fruit to Adam 
and he ate it too. Adam and 
Eve realised that they were 
naked and hid in shame. 
God banished them from the 
Garden of Eden into the harsh 
world outside and death 
entered the world.
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Tenses

Something that has already 
happened

Had / went / said / walked

Something that is currently 
happening

Have / go / say / walk

Something that will happen
Will have / will go / will say / 

will walk

Common Homophones

Device / Feature

Simile
Comparing something 
to something else: 
‘as’, ‘like’

Metaphor
Describing 
something by 
stating it is 
something else

Symbolism
Objects, colours, 
sounds, places

Sensory language
Five senses

Personification
Giving living qualities 
to something 
non-human

Show Not Tell
Describing a character 
through their actions and 
facial expressions



Sentences are created by using different types of clauses

Main clause

A main clause contains one 
subject and one verb. It has 
one main idea and it forms 
a complete sentence (it 
makes sense on its own). 

Subordinate clause 

A subordinate clause adds extra 
information to a sentence and 

does not function as a complete 
sentence (it does not make sense 

on its own). It depends on the main 
clause to make sense and is usually 

separated by a comma.

Sentence Structure Example

Simple sentence: one main clause The prisoner escaped.

Compound sentence: two main clauses 
linked with a connective / conjunction

The prisoner escaped and he never 
returned.

Complex sentence: one or two main 
clauses with embedded dependent / 
subordinate clauses

The prisoner escaped despite the elaborate 
security system.

2A/3A: use two or three 
adjectives 

The road was long, empty and 
bewildering.

Fronted adverbial: begin your 
sentence with an adverb 

Quickly, he leapt over the wall.

As / When / Although: use any of these 
words at the beginning of your 
sentence to introduce a subordinate clause

Although sweat trickled down her face, 
she continued to climb.  
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Punctuation

Capital Letters

- Start of a sentence
- Proper nouns: names of places, 
people or things
- The pronoun ‘I’
- Months and days of the week

Commas

- Separate three or more items in a list
- After a fronted adverbial 
- Before and after a 
subordinate clause 
(like brackets)
- After subordinate 
clauses and phrases
that begin a sentence
- Separate question tags
- Separate direct speech from non-
speech
- Before and after a relative clause

Apostrophes

- To show that letters 
are missing in a word
- To show possession

Full Stops

- To end a sentence

Semicolons

- Separate two main 
clauses that are closely 
connected to each other 
but could stand alone as 
two separate sentences
- To replace a coordinating 
conjunction
- To break up a list using 
longer phrases to signal which items 
are together

Colons

- At the end of a clause 
to elaborate / give more 
details
- At the end of a clause 
to give an explanation
- At the end of a clause 
to show an answer

Exclamation Mark

- To show strong 
feelings
- To show a raised 
voice

Question Mark

- After a direct
question

Speech Marks

- Around direct speech 
(after the punctuation)
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