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Introduction

The curriculum in each of your subjects at WHS has been carefully planned to help you learn new things, building upon what 
you know and preparing you for learning in the future. This is mapped out as a learning journey which each teacher will share 
ƽŔƣőШǃŸƨЯШƚŸШǃŸƨШƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬШőŸƽШǃŸƨƖШũĲċƖŰŔŰŊШŉŔƣƚШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖШċƚШċШƽőŸũĲЮШШEċĦőШƚƨĤŢĲĦƣќƚШƖŸċĬůċƓШŔƚШőĲƖĲаШ
https://www.westhoughton -high.org/subjects/. 

This booklet contains knowledge organisers for all the topics you will study in each subject this term. These give an overview of 
the essential knowledge that you MUST remember to be as successful as possible in Year 7 and as you move through each 
year of school. You must bring your booklet to school every day and keep it safe at the end of each term as you will 
continue to use it to support ongoing revision. 

An example of a subject road map found 
on our website.

https://www.westhoughton-high.org/subjects/
https://www.westhoughton-high.org/subjects/
https://www.westhoughton-high.org/subjects/


Learning Techniques to use with KOs 
using them regularly is vital to make knowledge stick in your long-term memory (remember you need to revisit information at 
least 10 times before it is embedded in your memory).Try using these ideas, choose different techniques to learn small 
sections of knowledge each day.

Look, Say, Cover, 
Write, Check

Key Word 
Definitions

Flash Cards Self Quizzing Mind Maps Paired 
Retrieval

S
T

E
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 1

Look at and read 
aloud a specific 
area of your KO.                 
               
                            

Write down 
the key words 
and 
definitions in 
two columns. 
        

Use your KO to 
condense and write 
down key facts or 
information onto flash 
cards.  
 

Use your KO to 
create a mini quiz. 
Write down your 
questions relating 
to the information. 

Create a mind 
map with the 
information on 
your KO. 

Ask a partner, 
friend or family 
to use the KO or 
your flash 
cards. 

S
T

E
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 2

Cover or flip the 
KO over and write 
down everything 
you remember.                            

Repeat the 
above but 
ĬŸŰќƣШũŸŸťШċƣШ
your KO 

Add pictures that 
might help you 
remember. Then self-
quiz using the flash-
cards.                                                         

Answer the 
questions, 
remember to use 
full sentences. 

Check your KO 
to make sure 
there are no 
mistakes on 
your mind map.

Make sure they 
test you on 
different 
sections of the 
KO and also on 
previous topics.

S
T

E
P

 3

Check what you 
have written 
down. Correct any 
mistakes and add 
anything you 
missed in green 
pen. 

Use a green 
pen to check 
and correct 
your work

Ask a friend or family 
member to quiz you 
on your knowledge.

Ask a friend or 
family member to 
quiz you using the 
questions.

Try to make 
more 
connections, 
link the 
information 
together where 
you can. 

Repeat this 
regularly so that 
you are 
frequently 
looking at KOs 
past and 
present.
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Mind Mapping Flash Cards Look, Say, Cover, 
Write, Check

Key Word Mnemonics Revision Clocks

Mind mapping is a 
great way of 
representing key 
information from a 
topic in a visual way.  
Use colour and images 
to represent the 
knowledge you need to 
learn. Keep writing to a 
minimum; use only 
keywords/phrases. 
Watch the clip for more 
tips and advice.

Make flash cards using 
your KO. Write a 
question on one side 
and the answer on the 
other or record key- 
words and definitions. 
Test yourself 
frequently.  For more 
advice scan the code.

This technique is one 
that has been well 
used from primary 
school upwards. It is 
useful for rehearsing 
keywords, definitions 
and spellings.  Look at 
the information, read it 
aloud, cover it up, write 
it down and then check 
it is correct.

A mnemonic is a 
sentence you make up 
where each word 
begins with the same 
letter as the word you 
want to remember. It is 
a useful technique for 
remembering a group 
of facts/words in a 
certain order. 

 

Draw a basic clock and 
break your KO down 
into 12 chunks. Make 
notes on each chunk in 
the 12 clock sections, 
use colour and images 
to make it memorable. 
Revise each section for 
5 minutes, turn over 
and test how much you 
can recall. 
Watch the clip for more 
tips and advice.



How will your work be marked? 

These are the marking literacy symbols that teachers will use to mark your work and cover the basics of good literacy skills. 

It is important that when you receive a piece of assessed work you do not just look at the score but also look at what literacy 
mistakes you made. 

Teachers will also correct your work during a lesson. 

Action you need to take:

When your teacher has highlighted a mistake, you need to correct these in green pen. For spelling mistakes you need to re-write the 
correct spelling 3 times. 

Ultimately, improving your literacy skills falls on you, take the feedback from your teachers, amend them and improve your skills. 

Literacy Marking Symbols

Cl Capital letter error

Sp Spelling mistake

P Punctuation error

Exp Expression is unsuitable or could be improved

ww Wrong word used 

// Start a new paragraph



Observational Drawing is 
exactly that: drawing what 
you see.

Imaginative Drawing the 
act of drawing images that 
you think of in your head. 

Complementary Colours 
are opposite on the colour 
wheel. 

Mark Making describes the 
different lines, dots, marks, 
patterns and textures we 
create in an artwork.

Expressions a look on 
someone's face that 
ĦŸŰƻĲǃƚШċŰШĲůŸƣŔŸŰШћċШƚċĬШ
ĲǂƓƖĲƚƚŔŸŰќ

Characterisation the 
creation or construction of 
a fictional character. 

Stance the way someone 
stands especially when 
deliberately adopted (a 
person's posture).

Personality the enduring 
characteristics and 
behaviour that comprise a 
persons life. E.g. Traits, 
drives, interests, ability. 





Computing: Podcasts

Key Terms:

Podcast : A digital audio file made available on the 
Internet for downloading to a computer or mobile device, 
typically available as a series, new instalments of which 
can be received by subscribers automatically.

Audio: Sound 

Voiceover : A piece of narration 

Special effects : A sound that is created to represent 
something real (such as an explosion) or imaginary (such 
as a monster)

Purpose: The reason for which something is done or 
ĦƖĲċƣĲĬШŸƖШŉŸƖШƽőŔĦőШƚŸůĲƣőŔŰŊШĲǂŔƚƣƚЮШĲЮŊЮШљвƣőĲШƓƨƖƓŸƚĲШ
of the interview is to appoint a new Manager" 

Download : the transmission of a file or data from one 
computer to another over a network 

Audience Examples:

Å Young children (4-10)

Å Children (8-12)

Å Teenagers (13-19)

Å Young Adults (19-25)

Å Adults (25-65)

Å Retired People (65+)

Å Non-english speakers

Å People with additional needs

Different purposes of podcasts

Re-assure       Entertain        Inspire

Warn       Persuade        Educate

Instruct     Associate

What is the main purpose of a business?
Make money (profit)

How would a podcasting business make money?
Through followers, sponsorship, popularity & advertising

Some podcasts have more than one purpose



Computing - EduBlocks

Coding
Program: A human instructing the computer what to do. т 
computers require clear instructions to work correctly. 

EduBlocks A visual block-based programming 
tool that helps to introduce text-
based programming languages.

Python A text-based programming language.

Programming 
Code

The process of writing computer 
programs. The instructions that you 
write to program a computer.

Algorithm A set of rules/instructions. 

== Equal to (compare 2 values)

!= Not equal to

< Left value is less than the right value.

> Left value is greater than the right value. 

>= Left value is greater than or equal to right value.

<= Left value is less than or equal to right value.

+ Addition // Integer division

- Subtraction % Remainder

* Multiplication ** Exponent

/ Division

https://edublocks.org/

Arithmetic Operators

Execute When you carry out the program.

Condition When something must happen for the program to work.

Sequence Parts of the code that run in order and the instructions for our 
code.

Selection Using logical tests to change the flow of the sequence .

Iteration Using loops to repeat sequences of code Code is repeated 
(looped) while something is true or for a number of times 

Variable A value that can be changed e.g. speed, lives, score.

Constant ÉŸůĲƣőŔŰŊШƣőċƣќƚШƚƣċǃƚШƣőĲШƚċůĲШŔŰШċШƓƖŸŊƖċůЮ

Data Type: String A sequence of characters that can include letters, numbers, 
symbols.

Data Type: 
Integer

Whole numbers with no decimal point.

Data Type: Float Decimal Numbers

Input Something that is entered into the program.

Output Something that comes out of a program.

Loop A way of repeating code (iteration). They are limited to certain 
data types..

While Loop A "While" Loop is used to repeat a specific block of code an 
unknown number of times, until a condition is met.

For Loop For loop is a programming language conditional iterative 
statement, which is used to check for certain conditions and 
then repeatedly execute a block of code as long as those 
conditions are met.

IF, Else, Elif The if/else statement executes a block of code if a specified 
condition is true. If the condition is false, another block of code 
can be executed.

Logical Thinking т Comparative Operators

https://edublocks.org/


Functions A function is a command which contains the 
steps needed to perform a task.

Subroutines A set of instructions designed to perform a 
frequently used operation within a program.

Pattern Repeating sequences of code. 

RGB Colours: red, green and blue.

Function Inbuilt code is a command which contains the 
steps needed that performs a specific task.

Drawing 
Patterns

Patterns are repeating sequences of code. 

Computing - EduBlocks

Drawing Patterns

Patterns are repeating sequences of code.Why are Functions Useful

Variable Names

ÅAbove is a variable called circles-Circles is 
the name of the variable. 
ÅThe data type is integer. 
ÅLoops -Some loops run forever like this 

one (indefinite iteration). It will print Hello 
World.

Å Functions are powerful tools. They are 
subroutines, small sequences of code 
inside the main code. 

Å We can call the function, and come out of 
the main code, do the function then go back 
to the code. 

Å They enable us to reuse sections of code.
Å They keep the code tidy and with fewer lines 

to write.
Å In our code we can draw any shape using 

one section of code.





Subject: Year 8 Design and Technology Topic: Advances in Technology     

Key Terminology 

Industry

Factory

Consumerism

Health and Safety 

Industry  is: The economic activity concerned with the processing of raw materials and 
manufacture of goods in factories.
After the industrial revolution there were lots of changes to the laws, such as the abolition of the 
slave trade in 1833. There were Factory reforms (1833) to support the working conditions of 
employees which included:

Banned children under 9 from textile factories.
Limited work to 48 hrs/week (9-13 yrs) & 69 hrs/week (13-18 yrs).
Established the first system of paid, government factory inspectors to enforce laws.

Smart Materials Modern Materials Composite 
Materials

A material that has recently 
been developed for specific 
applications. 

A material that changes its 
properties in response to 
changes in its environment. 

A material that combines the 
properties of the materials 
that were used to make it. 

Smart Materials Examples Modern Materials Examples Composite Materials Examples

ÅThermochromic pigments
ÅPhotochromic pigments
ÅPhotochromic particles
ÅShape memory alloys
ÅPolymorph 
ÅQuantum tunnelling composite
ÅPiezoelectric material
ÅLitmus paper

ÅCorn starch polymers
ÅFlexible MDF
ÅTitanium
ÅFibre optics
ÅGraphene
ÅLiquid crystal display (LCD)
ÅNanomaterials
ÅMetal foams

ÅGlass reinforced plastic
ÅCarbon fibre reinforced plastic
ÅGore-Tex ®
ÅKevlar ®
ÅConductive fabrics
ÅMicrofibres & microencapsulation 
ÅFire resistant fabrics

Throughout time we have developed the technology to design and manufacture using newer 
materials, that have the properties we want them to have. This includeS Smart Materials, Modern 
Materials And Composite Materials. 

Polymorph is an 
example of a Smart 

Material 

Corn Starch Polymers  - Corn plastic  is made from  polylactic  acid  
(PLA), which  is a plastic  substitute,  made from  fermented  plant  
starch . 
It  is becoming  a popular  alternative  to traditional  plastic .The 
different  uses of polylactic  acid  could  be a way of how to reduce  a 
carbon  footprint  that  is left  by fossil  fuel  plastics .

Gore-Tex is a 
waterproof, breathable 
fabric membrane and 

registered trademark of 
W. L. Gore and 

Associates. 



Subject: Year 8 Design and Technology Topic: Sustainability     

Key Terminology 

Sustainability

Renewable 
materials

Non-renewable

Recycle

Reduce

Reuse

Repair 

Rethink

Refuse 

Sustainable 
manufacturing

Life cycle 
assessment

Carbon footprint

Energy efficiency

Waste reduction

The 6 Åќƚ 
The 6 R's are a set of principles aimed at promoting sustainability and reducing waste. Each of the R's represents a 
different action that individuals and organisations can take to minimize waste and preserve natural resources.
1. Reduce: This means reducing the amount of waste that is generated in the first place. For example, reducing the 

amount of packaging used for a product or reducing the amount of energy consumed by turning off lights when they 
are not in use.

2. Reuse: This means using products or materials more than once before discarding them. For example, reusing 
plastic bags or containers instead of throwing them away after one use.

3. Recycle: This means converting waste materials into new products. For example, recycling paper or glass bottles  
into new products instead of sending them to a landfill .

4. Repair: This means fixing broken products instead of throwing them away and buying new ones. For example, 
repairing a pair of shoes instead of throwing them away and buying a new pair.

5. Rethink: This means considering new ways of doing things that are more sustainable and create less waste. For 
example, rethinking the way we use resources in manufacturing processes to reduce waste and pollution .

6. Refuse: This means refusing to buy or use products that are not environmentally friendly or are designed to be 
disposable. For example, refusing to buy products with excessive packaging or single-use plastics.

By following these 6 R's, individuals and organisations can reduce waste, save resources, and promote sustainability.

Environmentally  Friendly  Manufacturing  Methods
ÅEnvironmentally friendly manufacturing methods aim to reduce 

the environmental impact of manufacturing processes and 
products.
ÅSustainable manufacturing involves using renewable resources, 

reducing waste, and minimizing pollution .
ÅGreen manufacturing aims to minimize the environmental impact 

of products by using sustainable materials and processes.
ÅLean manufacturing is a production process that focuses on 

minimizing waste and maximizing efficiency.
ÅLife cycle assessment is a method of evaluating the 

environmental impact of a product from the extraction of raw 
materials to the disposal of waste.
ÅCarbon footprint  refers to the total  amount of greenhouse gas 

emissions produced by a product or process.
ÅEnergy efficiency involves using energy in the most efficient way 

possible to reduce waste and save resources.

The Green 
Dot
Signifies the 
packaging 
producer 
has made 
contributio
n towards 
packaging 
recycling. 
?ŸĲƚŰќƣШ
necessarily 
mean the 
packaging 
itself is 
recyclable. 

What is a carbon  
footprint?  
A carbon 
footprint  is the 
total  amount of 
greenhouse 
gases (including 
carbon dioxide 
and methane) 
that are 
generated by our 
actions.



Subject: Year 8 Design and Technology Topic: CAD/CAM & Automation     

Key Terminology 

CAD (Computer -Aided Design): The use of computer 
software to create, modify, and optimize designs.

CAM (Computer -Aided Manufacturing) : The use of 
computer software to control  and automate manufacturing 
processes.

3D Printing : A manufacturing process that creates three-
dimensional objects by depositing layers of material, 
typically plastic or metal.

Laser Cutting : A manufacturing process that uses a high-
powered laser to cut and shape materials such as wood, 
plastic,  and metal.

Product  Design: The process of designing products from 
concept to production, including the creation of sketches, 
prototypes, and technical drawings.

What is CAD/CAM?
ÅCAD stands for Computer-Aided Design
ÅCAM stands for Computer-Aided 

Manufacturing
ÅCAD/CAM is the use of computer software 

to design and manufacture products
Uses of CAD/CAM in Design and 
Technology:
ÅDesigning 2D and 3D models of products
ÅCreating and modifying product designs 

quickly and easily
ÅSimulating and testing product 

performance
ÅAutomating the manufacturing process
ÅControlling CNC machines to produce 

products accurately and efficiently
CAD Software :
ÅExamples of CAD software include 

AutoCAD, SolidWorks, and SketchUp
ÅCAD software allows designers to create 

and modify 2D and 3D models of products
CAM Software :
ÅExamples of CAM software include 

Mastercam and Fusion 360
ÅCAM software allows manufacturers to 

create toolpaths for CNC machines to cut 
and shape products

CNC Machines :
ÅCNC stands for Computer Numerical 

Control
ÅCNC machines use CAM software to 

control  the movement of cutting tools to 
shape products
ÅTypes of CNC machines include mills,  

lathes, routers, and plasma cutters

Automation : Where does Automation take place?
ÅManufacturing and production lines
ÅWarehouses and logistics
ÅTransportation and delivery systems
ÅAgriculture and farming
ÅHealthcare and medical devices
Key areas of Automation
1. Automation : The use of technology to perform 

tasks without human intervention.
2. Robotics : The design, construction,  and use of 

robots to perform tasks.
3. Sensors: Devices that detect changes in the 

environment and provide a corresponding output  
signal.

4. Control  systems : Systems that manage and 
regulate the operation of machines or devices.

Advantages of 
CAD/CAM:
ÅIncreased design 

accuracy and 
precision
ÅFaster product design 

and development
ÅImproved product 

quality and 
consistency
ÅIncreased 

manufacturing 
efficiency and 
productivity
ÅAbility to create 

complex shapes and 
geometries

Disadvantages of 
CAD/CAM:
ÅExpensive software 

and hardware costs
ÅSteep learning curve 

for users
ÅDependence on 

technology for the 
design and 
manufacturing 
process
ÅLimited flexibility for 

customisation during 
the manufacturing 
process



Drama

Performance Techniques

Lazzo Scripted routine

Illusion rules Rules to follow to create effective masked 
performance work

Stock character Character archetype

Pantomime A comedy style of staged production 
which encourages audience participation

/ƻƳƳŜŘƛŀ 5ŜƭƭΩŀǊǘŜ Melodrama

Melodrama

You will be exploring a Victorian style of 
performance, Melodrama. You will perform as 
stock characters using melodramatic 
storylines.

Tasks for this topic:

¶ Performing as a stock character
¶ Explore using exaggerated facial 

expressions 
¶ Learn the elements of a piece of 

melodrama

Performance Techniques
Stock Character A recognisable, stereotypical 

character
Exaggeration Amplified action
Stereotype Generalised belief about a 

group of people



ENGLISH: OURSELVES - POETRY AND NON-FICTION

The Crocodile by Lewis Carroll

How doth the little crocodile

Improve his shining tail ,

And pour the waters of the Nile

On every golden scale!

How cheerfully he seems to grin,

How neatly spreads his claws,

And welcomes little fishes in,

With gently smiling jaws!

Stanza

A group of lines 

in a poem

Rhyme scheme

The pattern of rhyming words at 

the end of each line.

This poem follows ABAB.

Rhythm

The amount of syllables (beats) in a line. 

In this poem, there are 8 syllables followed by 6 

syllables in two consecutive lines.

Greeting
e.g. Good afternoon, ladies 

and gentlemen,

Introduction: A Hellish World

Main Body: our reality

Paragraph One

Main Body: our reality

Paragraph Two

Main Body: our reality

Paragraph Three

Conclusion: A Heavenly World

Closing remarks to the 
audience

e.g. Thank you for listening.



Big Ideas

Alienation
Feeling withdrawn or 
separated from others
 or from society as a 
whole.

Social Responsibility
Working together for the 
benefit of 
a community or
 environment.

Inclusivity
Providing equal 
access to 
opportunities 
and resources 
for everyone, 
especially 
those who 
might be excluded.

Identity
The fact of being 
who a person is / 
what they are 
made up of 
(background, 
culture, family).

Tolerance
Willing to accept other 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 
behaviour 
and opinions
 even if you 
do not agree 
with them.

Social Division
Divisions in society 
associated with social 
groupings, often causing 
conflict, inequality and 
disadvantage.

Universal Themes

Compassion Suffering Hope

Context ɀ We must understand the influences of the world we live in when examining texts.

Climate change

Climate change refers to the long-term shifts in temperatures and weather                                               
patterns. While some of these shifts may be natural, since the 1800s, human                                                  
activities have been the main driver of climate change. This has been primarily                                              
due to the burning of fossil fuels (like coal, oil and gas), which cause world                                             
temperatures to rise, more intense heatwaves and rising sea-levels.                                                             
Although conditions are likely to worsen in the coming decades, scientists                                                   
argue urgent action can still limit the worst effects of climate change.

Environment Activist: Greta Thunberg

Environmental and political                                 
activist, Greta Thunberg is                                 
known for challenging world                                       
leaders to take immediate                                          
action to ease the effects of                                                 
human-caused climate change.

Thunberg began her activism 

at 15 years old and continues to be a 
prominent voice in the climate movement.

Political Activist and Footballer: Marcus 
Rashford

Marcus Rashford is a famous                               
footballer, who was brought                                     
up in a single-parent                                              
household and relied on food                                             
banks and free school meals.

Rashford became an activist for child 
poverty and homelessness, advocating to 
end child food poverty. He created the 
Ȭ-ÁÒÃÕÓ 2ÁÓÈÆÏÒÄ "ÏÏË #ÌÕÂȭȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÁÓ 
given away over 100,000 free books.

Poet: Simon Armitage

Simon Armitage, the current Poet                                 
Laureate, is an English poet,                                
playwright, musician, novelist                                             
and Professor of poetry at the 

University of Leeds. He used to                                     
work with people who struggled                             
ÔÏ ÆÉÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ (ÉÓ ÐÏÅÍȟ Ȭ'ÉÖÅȭȟ ÉÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
homelessness and urges the reader to 
show compassion and fight for change.

Author: Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie                                          
is a Nigerian writer and                                    
public speaker. Her work                                   
explores themes of                                        
immigration, gender, and                                        
culture. She has famously                                  
explored her own                                                  
ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÌÁÂÅÌÌÅÄ Á ȬÒÅÆÕÇÅÅȭȢ 

ENGLISH: OURSELVES - POETRY AND NON-FICTION



!ÒÉÓÔÏÔÌÅȭÓ 
Rhetoric 

Triad

Ethos

Logos Pathos

Trust, 
credibility, 
experience

Empathy and 
values

Logic, proof 
and reason

e.g. Quotes, 
anecdotes

e.g. Emotive 
language, similes, 

metaphors

e.g. Facts, 
statistics

Common Homophones

ENGLISH: OURSELVES - POETRY AND NON-FICTION



Sentences are created by using different types of clauses

Main clause

A main clause contains one 
subject and one verb. It has 
one main idea and it forms 
a complete sentence (it 
makes sense on its own). 

Subordinate clause 

A subordinate clause adds extra 
information to a sentence and 

does not function as a complete 
sentence (it does not make sense 

on its own). It depends on the main 
clause to make sense and is usually 

separated by a comma.

Sentence Structure Example

Simple sentence: one main clause The prisoner escaped.

Compound sentence: two main 
clauses linked with a connective / 
conjunction

The prisoner escaped and he never 
returned.

Complex sentence: one or two main 
clauses with embedded dependent / 
subordinate clauses

The prisoner escaped despite the 
elaborate security system.

2V/3V: use two or three verbs The prisoner anxiously sprinted, 
jumped and climbed over any barrier.

2A/3A: use two or three 
adjectives 

The road was long, empty and 
bewildering.

Fronted adverbial: begin your 
sentence with an adverb 

Quickly, he leapt over the wall.

As / When / Although: use any of these 
words at the beginning of your 
sentence to introduce a subordinate 
clause

Although sweat trickled down her 
face, she continued to climb.  

Punctuation

Capital Letters

- Start of a sentence
- Proper nouns: names of places, 
people or things
- 4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÎÏÕÎ Ȭ)ȭ
- Months and days of the week

Commas

- Separate three or more items in a 
list
- After a fronted adverbial 
- Before and after a 
subordinate clause 
(like brackets)
- After subordinate 
clauses and phrases
 that begin a sentence
- Separate question tags
- Separate direct speech from non-
speech

Apostrophes

- To show that letters 
are missing in a word
- To show possession

Full Stops

- To end a sentence

Semicolons

- Separate two main 
clauses that are closely 
connected to each other 
but could stand alone as 
two separate sentences
- To replace a coordinating 
conjunction
- To break up a list using 
longer phrases to signal which items 
are together

Colons

- At the end of a clause 
to elaborate / give more 
details
- At the end of a clause 
to give an explanation
- At the end of a clause 
to show an answer

Exclamation Mark

- To show strong 
feelings
- To show a raised 
voice

Question Mark

- After a direct
 question

Speech Marks

- Around direct speech 
(after the punctuation)

ENGLISH: OURSELVES - POETRY AND NON-FICTION



Subject:  Food Technology        Topic: Nutrition     
  

Key Terminology 

Energy: The power the body requires to stay alive and function.

Digestion: The process by which food is broken down in the digestive tract to release 
nutrients for absorption.

Macronutrients: Nutrients needed to provide energy and as the building blocks for 
growth and maintenance of the body.

Micronutrients: Nutrients which are needed in the diet in very small amounts.

A balanced diet
A balanced diet is based on the Eatwell Guide. An 
unbalanced diet can lead to dietary related disease.

amounts of energy.

There are two different types of nutrients:
¶ macronutrients;
¶ micronutrients.
There are three macronutrients  that are 
essential for health:
¶ carbohydrate;
¶ protein;
¶ fat.
There are two types of micronutrients :
¶ vitamins;
¶ minerals.

Energy balance
To maintain body weight 
it is necessary to 
balance energy intake 
(from food and drink) 
with energy expenditure 
(from activity).

Energy from food
¶ Energy intake is measured in joules (J) or 

kilojoules (kJ), but many people are more 
familiar with Calories (kcal).

¶ Different macronutrients, and alcohol, 
provide different  amounts of energy.

Diet and health
There is a link between a poor diet, and the risk of 
developing some diseases. 

This includes the risk of:
¶ cancer;
¶ coronary heart disease (CHD);
¶ bone health;
¶ anaemia.

Obesity
People who are obese are more likely to suffer 
from CHD, type 2 diabetes, gall stones, arthritis, 
high blood pressure and some types of cancers, 
i.e. colon, breast, kidney and stomach.
Inactivity
It is also important that the amount of time 
being sedentary is reduced.
Over time, sedentary behavior can lead to 
weight gain and obesity, which can increase the 
risk of developing chronic diseases in 
adulthood.





Subject:  Food Technology        Topic: Food Provenance    
   

Seasonality

Fruit and vegetables naturally grow in cycles and ripen 

during a certain season each year. Some meat and fish can 

also be seasonal. Advantages of buying food in season 

include:

¶ it is fresh; flavour, colour and texture;

¶ optimal nutritional value;

¶ best supports local growers;

¶ lower cost;

¶ reduced energy needed to transport.

All food must be grown, reared or caught

In the past food was grown, prepared and 

cooked at home or sold by small-scale 

producers or merchants. 

Some people still grow food at home or on 

allotments. Food can also be bought from a 

wide range of sources, including:

¶ cafes/coffee shops

¶ convenience stores

¶ farmers markets

¶ farm shops

¶ markets

Food provenance

Food provenance is about where food is grown, caught or 

reared, and how it was produced.  Food certification and 

assurance schemes guarantee defined standards of food 

safety or animal welfare. There are many in the UK, 

including: 

Food security  

Food security exists when everyone has access to enough 

affordable, safe and nutritious food to keep them healthy, in 

ways the planet can sustain in the future.

Food is sourced, processed and sold in different ways.

Geography, seasonality, weather and climate influence the 

availability of food and drink. 

Farming systems

Intensive  ï a system of 

production using large 

amounts of labour and 

money (high input/high 

output)

Organic ïwhere artificial 

fertilisers and pesticides 

are not used. 

Å Free-range ï a system 

where animals, for at least 

part of the day, can roam 

freely outdoors. 



Year 8 Topic 2 Part 1: Où habites-tu? т Where do you live?

?ќċĦĦŸƖĬ - OK
Oui, je veux (bien) - Yes, I (really)  
want to
Oui, bonne idée т Yes, good idea
Non, je ŰќċŔ pas envie - No, I don't 
want to
Si tu veux - If you want
Non merci - No thank you

At the weekend
Tu vas où le week-end?
- Where do you go on the weekend?
Je vaisвШ- fШŊŸв
вċƨШĦċŉĳШ- вƣŸШƣőĲШĦċŉĳ
вċƨШĦĲŰƣƖĲШĦŸůůĲƖĦŔċũШ- вШƣŸШƣőĲШ
shopping centre
вċƨ centre de loisirs  - вƣŸШƣőĲШũĲŔƚƨƖĲШ
centre
вċƨШĦőēƣĲċƨШ- вƣŸШƣőĲШĦċƚƣũĲ
вċƨШcinéma  - вƣŸШƣőĲШĦŔŰĲůċ
вċƨШmarché  - вƣŸШƣőĲШůċƖťĲƣ
вċƨШƓċƖĦШ- вƣŸШƣőĲШƓċƖť
вċƨШƖĲƚƣċƨƖċŰƣШ- вƣŸШƣőĲШƖĲƚƣċƨƖċŰƣ
вċƨШstade  - вƣŸШƣőĲШƚƣċĬŔƨů
вěШũќőŻƣĲũ - вƣŸШƣőĲШőŸƣĲũ
вěШũċШƓŔƚĦŔŰĲШ- вƣŸШƣőĲШƚƽŔůůŔŰŊШƓŸŸũ
вċƨǂШmagasins - вƣŸШƣőĲШƚőŸƓƚ
вċƨǂШmusées - вƣŸШƣőĲШůƨƚĲƨůƚ
pour voir un match т see a match
pour regarder un film т to watch a film
pour faire du patin à glace т to do ice-
skating
pour nager т to swim
pour voir les choses historique 
т to see historic things
Avant ĬќċũũĲƖ (au cinéma), je vaisвШ
т 7ĲŉŸƖĲШŊŸŔŰŊШƣŸШƣőĲШĦŔŰĲůċЯШfШŊŸв

In town
ÄƨќĲƚƣ-ce ƕƨќŔũ y a dans ta ville ?
- What is there in your town/city?
Dans ma villeвШ- fŰШůǃШƣŸƽŰв
IciвШ- cĲƖĲв
Là-ĤċƚвШ- §ƻĲƖШƣőĲƖĲв
ŔũШǃШċвШ- ƣőĲƖĲШŔƚв
вƨŰШĦċŉĳШ-вċШĦċŉĳ
вƨŰШĦĲŰƣƖĲШĦŸůůĲƖĦŔċũШ- вċШ
shopping centre
вƨŰШĦĲŰƣƖĲШĬĲШloisirs  - вċШũĲŔƚƨƖĲШ
centre
вƨŰШĦőēƣĲċƨШ- вċШĦċƚƣũĲ
вƨŰШcinéma  - вċШĦŔŰĲůċ
вƨŰШhôtel  - вċШőŸƣĲũШ
вƨŰШmarché  - вċШůċƖťĲƣ
вƨŰШƓċƖĦШ- вċШƓċƖť
вƨŰШƖĲƚƣċƨƖċŰƣШ- вċШƖĲƚƣċƨƖċŰƣ
вƨŰШstade  - вċШstdium
вune piscine - вċШƚƽŔůůŔŰŊШƓŸŸũШ
вĬĲƚШmagasins - вƚŸůĲШƚőŸƓƚ
вĬĲƚШmusées - вШůƨƚĲƨůƚ
Il Űќǃ pas de (café) - ÑőĲƖĲШŔƚŰќƣШċШĦċŉĳШ
Il Űќǃ ċШƓċƚШĬќШыhôtel) - ÑőĲƖĲШŔƚŰќƣШċШ
hotel

Making plans
ÑƨШƻĲƨǂвыċũũĲƖШċƨШƚƣċĬĲье
Do you wantвШыƣŸШŊŸШƣŸШƣőĲШƚƣċĬŔƨůье
вċũũĲƖШċƨШĦŸŰĦĲƖƣШ-вƣŸШŊŸШƣŸШƣőĲШĦŸŰĦĲƖƣ
...aller au cinéma - ...to go to the cinema
...aller au parc - ...to go to the park
...aller au centre de loisirs - ...to go to the leisure 
centre
...aller à la piscine - ...to go to the pool
...aller à la plage - ...to go to the beach
...aller aux magasins - ...to go to the shops
...faire du vélo -вƣŸШĬŸШĦǃĦũŔŰŊ
вůċŰŊĲƖШċƨШƖĲƚƣċƨƖċŰƣШоШĦċŉĳШ-вƣŸШĲċƣШċƣШċШ
restaurant / cafe
вƻŔƚŔƣĲƖШũĲƚШŢċƖĬŔŰƚШоШũĲƚШůƨƚĳĲƚШ-вƣŸШƻŔƚŔƣШŊċƖĬĲŰƚШ
/ museums

Key ideas
In  my town
At the 
weekend
Making plans

Where we live
sќőċĤŔƣĲ à... т I live in...
9ќĲƚƣ un grand / petit village 
т fƣќƚШċШĤŔŊШоШƚůċũũШƻŔũũċŊĲ
9ќĲƚƣ une grande / petite ville  
т fƣќƚШċШĤŔŊШоШƚůċũũШƣŸƽŰ
sќǃ habite  depuis  (deux) ans 
т fќƻĲШũŔƻĲĬШƣőĲƖĲШŉŸƖШыƣƽŸьШǃĲċƖƚ
sќǃ habite  depuis  toujours  
- fќƻĲШċũƽċǃƚШũŔƻĲĬШƣőĲƖĲ
sќċŔůĲ habiter  ici  т I like to live here
sќċŔůĲ y habiter  т I like living there
sќċŔůĲ habiter  là-bas т I like living there
Je suis très content(e) ĬќőċĤŔƣĲƖ ici  
- I am very happy to live here
Je voudrais  habiter  ěвШfШƽŸƨũĬШũŔťĲШƣŸШũŔƻĲШŔŰв



Year 8 Topic 2 Part 1: Transferable language 

Vouloir  т to want
Je veux т I want
Tu veux т you want (singular / informal)
Il veut т he wants
Elle veut т she wants
On veut т we want
Nous voulons т we want
Vous voulez т you want (plural / polite)
Ils veulent т they want (m / m+f)
Elles veulent т they want (f)

Aller т to go
Je vais т I go
Tu vas т you go (singular / informal)
Il va т he goes
Elle va т she goes
On va т we go
Nous allons т we go
Vous allez т you go (plural / polite)
Ils vont т they go (m / m+f)
Elles vont т they go (f)

To The

à = to

au    т to the (masc. = à + le = au)
à la  т to the (fem. = à + la = à la)
ěШũќШШШт ƣŸШƣőĲШыƻŸƽĲũШƚŸƨŰĬШӀШěШҼШũќШӀШ
ěШũќь
aux  т to the (plural = à + les = aux)

Definite Article т The 
Le т masculine
La т feminine
Les т plural
xќШт starts with a vowel 
sound

Indefinite Article т A / An / Some
Un т a / an (masculine)
Une т a / an (feminine)
Des т some (plural)

Habiter  т to live
sќőċĤŔƣĲ т I live
Tu habites  т You live (singular / 
informal)
Il habite  т he lives
Elle habite  т she lives
On habite  т we live
Nous habitons т we live
Vous habitez т you live (plural / polite)
Ils habitent т they live (m / m+f)
Elles habitent т they live (f)

Intensifiers
très т very
assez т quite
vraiment  т truly
réellement  т really
un peu т a bit
peu т little
trop т too
extrêmement  т 
extremely 
tellement т so 

Time expressions
Quelquefois  т Sometimes 
Normalement  т Normally
?ќőċĤŔƣƨĬĲ т Usually
Tous les week-ends т Every 
weekend 
En ce moment т At the moment
Souvent т Often 
Tous les jours  т Every day
Tous le soirs  т Every evening
Tout le temps т All the time
De temps en temps т From time to 
time
Une fois  par mois  т Once a month
Deux fois  par semaine  т Twice a 
week
Ce matin / Cet après -midi / Ce soir  
This morning / afternoon / evening
Ce week-end т This weekend
ƨŢŸƨƖĬќőƨŔ - Today

Using a range of 
language improves 
the quality of our 
speaking and writing 
and allows us to 
access more 
challenging texts!

Key verbs in  the present tense

Connectives
et т and
mais  т but
aussi  т also
parce que т because
car т because
puisque т since
cependant т however
malheureusement - 
unfortunately

Je pense que т I think that
Je crois  que т I believe that
Je dirais  que т I would say 
that
À mon avis т In my opinion
ĦќĲƚƣ т it is
ce ŰќĲƚƣ pas т ŔƣШŔƚŰќƣ
Je trouve  ça т I find that

important(e) - important
génial(e) т great  
agréable  т pleasant
joli (e) т pretty
moche  т ugly 



Geography: Biomes and Rainforests 

Climate is important because it determines 
the types of plants and animalsуthe 
ecosystemуthat can survive in a biome. 

Characteristics of some of the worlds biomes
Tropical rainforests are hot  and wet all year round. They are home to half of all the different 
types of plants  and animals  on the planet.

Deserts are hot  and dry all year round. The only things that grow are cacti  and small shrubs  
because the soil is shallow and rocky. Animals come out at dusk  when it is cooler .

Thesavannah is hot all year round with a long, dry season. Only grasses and shrubs  grow 
here but it is home to lots of different types of animals such as elephants, zebras and 
wildebeest.

Thetundra is a  cold biomes . There is very little rain  or snow  and the temperatures are 
freezing . Winters are long and summers are short. Part of the soil is frozen  all year round, 
although the top part defrosts in summer and plants such as mosses  can grow.

Evapotranspiration creates clouds.
Loss of water from evaporation pulls 
more water up from the soil.
The heavy clouds cause precipitation to 
occur where they are formed.

Å The Amazon Rainforest is located in the 
continent of South America. The ocean to 
the east is the Atlantic Ocean. 

Å The Amazon Rainforest also includes the 
worlds second longest river which is called 
the Amazon River. 

Å The Amazon Rainforest has an annual 
average temperature of 27 degrees Celsius 
and an annual rainfall of 2104 millimetres. 



The layers of the rainforest The climate in the Tropical Rainforest

Å Emergent Layer - The consists of the tallest trees in the 
rainforest and they can grow up to 60 metres. They are higher 
because they are able to trap more sunlight to help them make 
more food to grow. 

Å The canopy  is the continuous layer of tree tops that is more 
sheltered. The trees are normally 20 to 40 metres tall. This leafy 
location with fruit all year round is the habitat for most wildlife 
including insects, birds and howler monkeys.

Å The understory   (tree trunks) is shady and cool as most light is 
blocked by the canopy. Here you find vines wrapped around the 
tree trunks and smaller plants with huge leaves to try and get 
sunlight. 

Å The forest floor  is dark as trees block out most of the sunlight 
and covered in a thick blanket of dead and decaying roots and 
leaves. 

Is very wet (receives more than twice the rainfall 
Manchester does) and the temperature is always warm 
as it is near the equator making it humid. 

Plant and animal adaptations
Plants and animals have changed over time to 
live in the harsh rainforest environment.  For 
example:
Å Leaves have drip tips to allow water to run 

off them quickly without breaking them. 

Å Emergent trees have buttress roots which 
stick out the ground to support their 
massive trunks.

Å The spider monkey has very long arms and 
legs to reach between branches in the 
canopy and a prehensile tail which it can 
use like an extra arm for balance. 

Rainforest Threats
Deforestation (chopping down trees to use the land for other 
uses) is a threat to the forests.
Å In the Amazon large areas of forest have been lost due to 

the land being cleared to raise and sell cattle for profit. A 
lot of this illegally. 

Å Additionally illegal logging is the chopping down of trees to 
sell to be made into furniture as hardwood trees can be 
very valuable.

Brazil has tried to combat deforestation and has the rainforest 
police (Ibama) but it is hard for them to stop deforestation as 
the rainforest is so big. 



Geography: Tectonics

Structure of the Earth 

Types of volcanoes 

Composite volcanoes 
are steep sided and 
cone shaped made up of 
layers of lava and ash, 
containing sticky lava 
ƣőċƣШĬŸĲƚŰќƣШŉũŸƽШƻĲƖǃШ
fast. 

Shield Volcanoes have 
gently sloping side s and 
runny lava that covers a 
wide  area. 

Features of a volcano Why live near a volcano? 

Fertile soil т because of all the 
minerals its good for growing 
crops 

Geothermal Energy т using 
heat from the ground to 
generate electricity

Tourism т generates money 
and jobs for locals 

Prediction т scientists monitor 
and put warning systems in 
place  

Features of a volcano

Constructive Plate Margin - Here, two plates move apart). Magma 
rises from the mantle to fill the gap, creating new crust. This causes 
volcanoes because the magma erupts onto the surface. 
Earthquakes happen too, but they are usually small because the 
plates pull apart gently.

Destructive Plate Margin - an oceanic plate slides under a 
continental plate (subduction). The oceanic plate melts in the 
mantle, and the molten rock can form explosive volcanoes. 
Earthquakes occur when the plates get stuck and then suddenly 
move, releasing lots of energy.

Conservative Plate Margin - two plates slide past each other (like 
the San Andreas Fault). No crust is made or destroyed, so no 
volcanoes form. But when the plates stick and then jerk forward, it 
causes powerful earthquakes.



What is an earthquake ? 
Sudden release of energy 
ŔŰШƣőĲШEċƖƣőќƚШĦƖƨƚƣШĦċƨƚŔŰŊШ
the ground to shake 
Focus т the start inside the 
earth
Epicentre the point above 
ƣőĲШŉŸĦƨƚШŸŰШƣőĲШEċƖƣőќƚШ
surface. 

Moment magnitude scale 
(MMS). Is how 

earthquakes are 
measured.

This measures the 
magnitude (strength) of 
the shaking caused by 

the earthquake

1 is the lowest and 10 is the 
strongest.

Fuego Eruption 

Erupted 3/6/2018
Pyroclastic flow 
covered 10Km buried 
many villages under ash
 Effects
165 killed
1000s homeless
1400 spent night in 
makeshift shelters in 
schools
Airport closed meaning 
aid could not arrive
Vital crops destroyed т
corn, beans and coffee 
Responses
No prior warning given
Monitoring equipment 
out of date
Oxfam raised money 
and sent aid

Nepal Earthquake 

ÑőĲШÑőƖĲĲШÂќƚШШ
PREDICT: There may be many pre-shocks before 
an earthquake that can be measured on a 
seismograph. 
PROTECT: All buildings must comply with strict 
earthquake planning regulations 
PLAN: Prepare disaster plans. Organise and 
prepare hospitals and evacuation centres. 
Organise emergency supplies

Earthquake proof buildings 

7.8 magnitude struck 
on 25/4/2015 with
105 aftershocks
Effects
5000 killed
10000 injured 
1.6 million homeless
90% of people lost their 
homes and livestock 
and have no way of 
getting food.
Responses
Government declared 
state of emergency and 
asked for international 
help  
Oxfam flew in tents, 
blankets, medical 
supplies and fresh food 
and water. 



Y8 - Knowledge Organiser - Industrial Revolution - Who had the biggest impact on public health during the 19th century?

Key vocabulary

Disease An illness or sickness that affects a person.

Public health The health of the population as a whole.

Epidemic An outbreak of disease that affects people of the 
same area.

Hygiene Conditions or practices used to maintain health 
and prevent disease.

Why were towns so filthy?

Waste - There would be privies connected to 
esspits  (big underground pools of waste) and sewers which whole 
streets shared. The sewer systems would be old and would leak into 
the water supply making people ill.

Food -  It was difficult to get fresh fruit and vegetables, diets usually 
consisted of bread and potatoes. There was little food 
regulation therefore sellers added things to products to make them 
go further, such as adding chalk to milk. This caused malnutrition 
and illness.

Water - All water was unsafe throughout the 19th century. This was 
because the water companies took water from the rivers, which 
were contaminated by human waste and pollution from industry. 
Even rainwater might be unsafe as it had fallen through the smoke 
from factories.

Back -to-back housing - Landlords and builders took advantage of 
the lack of building regulations. They packed as many houses as 
they could onto small plots of land. Some better -off working -class 
people rented ôthroughõ houses, which had their own outside 
spaces. Many people lived in shared accommodation with 8/9 
people per room.

John Snow and Cholera

Who is he? -  John Snow was a prominent 19th -century Doctor and 
considered one of the founding figures in researching epidemics. His 
work changed our understanding of disease transmission.

Why is he important? - Cholera Investigation (1854): John Snow 
gained recognition for his investigation during the Broad Street 
cholera outbreak in London. He created a map of the affected area, 
in Soho, London, marking the locations of cholera cases. This helped 
him identify a contaminated public water pump on Broad Street as 
the likely source of the outbreak.

Did he have a big impact? His discoveries helped save people in the 
area. He also advised the government, showing the importance of 
clean water and sanitation in preventing infectious diseases. The 
government did not act straight away

Florence Nightingale and hospital improvements

Who is she?  Florence Nightingale, born in 1820, is celebrated as the 
founder of modern nursing and a pioneer in healthcare reform. Her 
dedication to patient care and advocacy for sanitation transformed 
nursing practices and hospital care

Why is she important? She gained prominence during the Crimean 
War, where she and a team of nurses cared for wounded soldiers. Her 
emphasis on hygiene, cleanliness, and proper nutrition reduced 
the death rate among soldiers. She then established the first nursing 
school at St Thomas' Hospital in London in 1860.

Did she have a big impact? Nightingale's emphasis on education and 
training improved the quality of nurses and  made nursing a 
respected profession. Also, her work influenced the design of future 
hospitals.

What do I need to know?

ÅWhy were towns and cities so filthy?

ÅHow important was John Snowõs discovery about the cause of 

cholera?

ÅHow important was Florence Nightingaleõs work for 

improvements in hospital care?

ÅWho had the biggest impact on improving public health?



Y8 - Knowledge Organiser - Industrial Revolution - What was the impact of the Industrial Revolution on life in Westhoughton?

What do I need to know?
Å Why was working in a coal mine do dangerous?
Å What happened at the Pretoria Pit in 1910?

Key vocabulary

Colliery A place where coal mining 
takes place.

Fire
Damp

Methane, especially as 
forming an explosive mixture 
with air in coal mines.

Choke 
damp

A suffocating gas, typically 
carbon dioxide, that is found 
in mines.

Trapper Someone who would open 
and close the wooden doors 
(trap doors) that allowed fresh 
air to flow through the mine

Drawer A child or woman employed 
by a collier to transport the 
coal that they had mined

Why was working in a coal mine so dangerous?

Flooding - Coal was dug out from underground layers called seams by coal 
miners. To reach and dig out these seams, miners worked in long tunnels. These 
could be hundreds of metres under the ground. The risk of flooding was a 
constant threat because water would collect in the confined spaces of the 
tunnels. The water could cause the wooden support props to collapse, leading 
to the tunnels caving -ins ð in some cases with the miners still trapped inside.

Ventilation - The lack of ventilation would be dangerous because miners would 
not get enough clean air to breathe. Miners could die if there was too much 
carbon dioxide present (known as choke damp).

Explosions - Gas explosions were another hazard 
as methane gas from the coal seams would mix with 
stale air. This mix, called firedamp, could ignite causing 
fires in the pits. This problem was made worse when 
miners used candles for light, or sparks were caused by 
hitting the rocks. A candle flame could ignite the gas 
and cause an explosion.

Mine accidents - As wooden structures were used to 
support mine tunnels, they were sometimes prone to 
collapsing. This was made especially 
worse through explosions and flooding.

What happened at the Pretoria Pit in 1910?

Why was the Pretoria Pit important to Westhoughton?
Located around 3 miles from Westhoughton high street, 55% of all men in Westhoughton were 
mineworkers. The Hulton Colliery employed 2,400 men and produced 2,400 tons of coal per 
day. The cage pulleys could be seen from every angle of the town. Pretoria Pit was one of the 
newest pits in England.

What happened?
On the morning of the 21st December, the local mine workers went into the Pretoria 
pit. At 7.50am there was a loud explosion heard from the mine. It could be heard miles away. 
Many in the town rushed towards the pit fearing that the mine had suffered from a firedamp 
explosion. They were worried about their relatives who were working in the mine. There had 
been a build -up of gas and an explosion collapsing shaft number 3. All three of the seams and 
killing 344 men and boys.

Why is it important?
Over 80% of the people that worked in the Pretoria pit were aged 21 -15. 158 victims were from 
the Westhoughton area, this is around half the total victims. Westhoughton at the time had a 
population of 15,046, this means around 1% of the total population of Westhoughton died in the 
mining explosion.



Y8 - Knowledge Organiser - Industrial Revolution - Why was there so much protest in England during the Industrial Revolution?

What do I need to know?
Å Why was there so much protest in England during the 
       Industrial Revolution?

Key vocabulary

Protest An action showing you are against something that 
is happening.

Suffrage The right to vote in elections

Democrac
y

A system that allows people to vote for who 
should be in the government

Reform Making changes in order to improve  something.

Yeomanry a volunteer cavalry force, sometimes used as 
an early form of the police.

Why was there so much protest in England?

There was a revolution in France in 1789 which spread the idea of 
equal rights. Many working -class people saw that real 
change was possible through the use of violent revolution and 
protest.

There were no official limits on working hours. The working 
conditions in factories were very poor and people were 
becoming increasingly frustrated at the conditions they were 
expected to work in. Also, the pay was very low this and new 
machines meant that less people had to work. As people were 
already in poverty people started to grow angry at the political 
system

Houses were overcrowded, full of damp and shared outside 
toilets. Many people were living in relative poverty, with many 
being unable to afford basic needs. This poverty also helped 
the spread of disease people lived close to each other and there 
was no proper waste removal.

Manchester had a population of 85,000 but no MPs in 
1815. Many believed this was not fair as people did not 
have proper representation.

Why did the Luddites protest?

The Luddites were backward -looking victims of modernisation. They were 
actually concerned with labour rights and the free -market. Most were 
textile artisans resentful of the use of machinery to suppress wages and 
employ fewer workers. The Industrial Revolution threatened a 'race to the 
bottom', using less skilled labour. Organising collectively for their rights, 
they represent a big moment in the rise of a British labour movement.

Who was to blame for Peterloo?

Why did people protest?
The working people were not allowed to vote for the Members of 
Parliament (MPs), in fact at the time less than 2% of the population had 
the right to vote. Moreover, all the MPs were farmers and landowners, and 
they were not interested in helping poor workers to improve their living 
and working conditions.

What were the events of the Peterloo massacre?
Manchester, August 16th, 1819 - St. Peterõs Field 60,000 gathered to hear 
speeches by Henry Hunt on voting rights and poor living conditions. The 
atmosphere, initially charged with anticipation, quickly turned chaotic. 
The local magistrates called on the Yeomanry to arrest the speakers. The 
Yeomanry then charged into the crowd on horseback. As the cavalry 
attempted to disperse the crowd there was a violent clash, knocking a 
woman down and killing a child. Tragically, numerous lives were lost in the 
ensuing chaos, with many more injured.

What were the consequences?
The government crackdown on the parliamentary reform movement led 
to the imprisonment of every significant figure in the movement 
and introduced a law that banned reformist meetings and slapped an 
unaffordable tax on newspapers sympathetic to the  cause. However, the 
growing public outrage over Peterloo led to the 1832 Great Reform Act. 
This finally saw Manchester finally getting its very first members of 
parliament.

Å Why did the Luddites destroy machines?
Å What was the Peterloo massacre?
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What do I need to know?

ÅWhy was Whitechapel difficult to police?

Key vocabulary

Smog A combination of smoke and fog often 
known as a ôpeasouperõ because of its 
greenish colour

Unemployment When a person does not have a job

Domestic 
Service

A person who works in their employerõs 
home. Jobs include cooking and 
cleaning 

Immigrant A person who comes to live 
permanently in a foreign country 

Why was Whitechapel difficult to police? 

ÅWitness Statements
The police got lots of witness statements at the time from 
people around Whitechapel, however many of these 
statements were contradictory or untrustworthy and 
therefore disregarded. 
Å Lack of forensic science and evidence
The absence of scientific forensic techniques hampered 
investigations. There was no DNA analysis, fingerprinting 
or advanced forensic analysis. The police needed to rely 
on eyewitness accounts, which were generally 
unreliable. 
Å Failure of Co -operation
Multiple police forces would work together on crimes; 
however, this did not always lead to successful 
outcomes. It would lead to co -ordination issues and 
conflicts of jurisdiction. IT would also lead to rivalry 
between police departments. 
Å Public
Public confidence within the police force was low at the 
time. People would usually only come forward if a 
reward was offered. Many saw the police as 
incompetent and corrupt. 

What was it like to live in Whitechapel in the 1800s?

Å Pollution and sewage 
The smoke and stinking gas fumes from the coal created smog, which was so thick 
you could not see. In Whitechapel, sanitation was very poor. There was little healthy 
drinking water and Sewers ran into the streets.
ÅOvercrowded housing and lodging housing
The majority of housing was in overcrowded slum areas known for dirt, disease and 
crime. There could be up to 30 people in one apartment, sharing beds so tightly it 
was difficult to move about. Accommodation was also offered in lodging houses 
that offered little more than a bed in dirty conditions. Some lodging houses had 
three eight -hour sleeping shifts a day, so beds could be used by the maximum 
number of people. 
Å Jobs
Sweatshops were small, cramped and dusty, with little natural light. Hours were long 
(some sweatshop workers worked 20 hours a day and slept onsite) and wages were 
low. 
ÅWorkhouses
Workhouses offered food and shelter to those too poor to survive in the general 
community. ôInmatesõ included the old, sick, disabled, orphans and unmarried 
mothers.

What were the lives of Women like in the 1800s?

At home In society

Å Victorians believed that a 
womanõs role in life was as a wife 
and a mother. As a wife, her duty 
was to obey her husband.

Å If the parents separated, the 
children stayed with him. 

Å Until 1870, if a woman had a job 
and earned money, her husband 
could take her wages.

Å In 1880 it was made compulsory for all 
children between the ages of five and 
ten to attend. By 1900, 97% of all 
children could read and write.

Å All the Members of Parliament were 
men, only men could vote in elections 
and men had all the important jobs.

Å Before 1857 wives could not divorce 
husbands even if they were violent or 
committed adultery.

ÅWhat were the lives of women like in the 1800s?

ÅWhat was it like to live in Whitechapel?
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What do I need to know?

ÅWho were the 5?

Key vocabulary

Modus Opera
ndi

A particular way or method of doing 
something.

Evidence Clues that can help the police to 
catch criminals

Witness A person who sees a crime taking 
place.

Why does evidence make it difficult to catch a killer?

Witness statements
Å The witness statements were varied between 

people. Usually, the police would not be able to create 
an accurate description of murderers as people 
gave different descriptions. This was due to the 
conditions around Whitechapel, it was very 
smoggy and therefore hard to see. Also, as many 
people were drunk, they also gave incoherent 
witness statements.

Evidence
Å In the late 1880s, the police had no scientific methods 

of collecting evidence. It was still thought that 
that you could see the killer in the 
victims' eyes! Also, sometimes murderers sometimes trie
d to mess with the police with one murderer sending 
letters to the police and local papers to tease 
the police and confuse the investigation.

Mary Ann Nichols 
murdered 
Friday 31st 

August 1888

Annie Chapman 
murdered 

Saturday 8th 
September 1888

Elizabeth Stride was murder
ed in the early morning 

hoursof Sunday 30th             
September  1888

Catherine Eddowes was 
murdered in the early 

morning hours of 
Sunday 30th 

September 1888

Mary Jane Kelly was 
murdered on Friday 9th 

November 1888

What were the problems with police investigations at the time?

Media involvement
ÅMurder usually sparked a lot of public interest, and newspapers and 

magazines published lots of articles and cartoons on the topic. This caused an 
issue because lots of the information is not true and there is no proof of what 
they are saying such as the media reporting that many murderers were Jewish.

Co -operation in the police
Å Co -operation within different police units was not always smooth. Police units 

would be very territorial over their areas they were policing. Indeed, the lack 
of cooperation resulted in evidence being damaged. It is argued after one 
murder some officers ordered graffiti to be washed off: ôThe Juwes  are the 
men that will not be blamed for nothingõ.Apparently, they feared this would 
cause a riot against Jewish people, but others think he wanted to stop a 
different police force from finding the killer as this fell in their boundaries.

Police technique
Å The police had almost no scientific methods to help them in their 

investigations. It would be almost 12 years or so before fingerprinting was used 
to detect criminals. DNA evidence only began to be used in the later part of 
the 20th century. There was also no technology to help solve crimes such 
as CCTV.

The Whitechapel Vigilance Committee
Å A group of local people are getting annoyed that the police have not caught 

the killer they have formed their own group, The Whitechapel Vigilance 
Committee. They patrolled the streets to look for the killer and protected the 
community. They also hired two private detectives to investigate the case.

ÅWhy did evidence make it difficult to catch a killer?

ÅWhat were the problems with the police investigation into the murder?
















