The GCSE
Photography
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Gourse Information

The Photography GCSE is made up of two elements, portfolio work and the final exam.

The portfolio work will be created in year 10 and the first term of year 11. You will work on 2 mini
projects and 3 full length projects in this time and at the end of year 11 you will select your best work and
submit this for marking. The portfolic mark will account for 60% of your final grade.

The exam will be 10 hours, spread over 2 days and sat at the end of year 11. You will have from the
beginning of January to prepare for the exam and complete all your preparation work. You will be given
a range of themes/words by the exam board and you will have to select and investigate one of these for

your exam work.
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Year 10

Over the course of year 10 you will be working on 4 different projects.

1. Mini Project - The Basics
During this project you will gain an understanding of how to operate a DSLR camera and how to take
creative and original photographs.

During this project you will explore:
focusing the camera, print quality, resolution, aperture, shutter speeds, panning the camera, light

drawing, composition, the formal elements and ‘wrong’ photographs.

2. Mini Project - Alive!

During this project you will explore:

A number of different photographers and artists who have used toys to create and base their
photographs on, depth of field, basic computer editing, using lighting, creating backdrops, viewpoints
and creating gifs.

3. Full Project - Welcome to...

During this project you will explore:

Our local surroundings via a number of field trips, photographers who have focused on architecture,
designers and landscape photography. You will be creating your own online presentation to record your
progress and then tasked with creating a coffee table style book with your photographs.

4. Full Project - Strange and Distorted

During this project you will explore:

A wide range of photographers, designer and artists who have created distorted images, collage,
computer and hand editing methods, shutter speeds, mixed media photographs, pattern, double
exposure and joiners,

Year 11
In year 11 you will begin the mock exam work. You will be given the exam themes at the end of the
summer in year 10 and have the whole of the Autumn term to investigate and develop your ideas ready
for the 10 houyg mock exam at the end of December. The work you complete for this mock can be
counted towards your portfolic work.



All of your work will be marked according to how well you have met the 4 assessment

Assessment Objective 1 no1
Developing ldeas

You must develep your ideas for your projects by Investigating various photographers, artists or designers.
You should also undercake UPS$ out of the classroom to gather photos that will aid your ideas.

You musc analyss and anNotate your images with your thoughts and opinions.

Always llnk your ideas back to your orginal research.

The Project Brief
Decide on what
direction you which
to take your project
and who will be your
main influences.

Gather Images Analyse Photos Recreate
Use the analysing Trgft;.n;un elements
photographers help Regmphans
s ol sheet to write about niellrdiorost
interests you. the “';":3" have they created their
unda. photos.

Develop ldeas
Using all your
research start to
develop your own
ideas



Assessment Objective 2

Experimenting

You must show that you can 8xplore and refine your ideas through experimentation.
You should selecc differemt techniques, process, methods, resources, media and materials.
It should be clear how you are developing your ideas and that you are Improving your work as you go.

Use sources to

develop your ideas -
refer to the work of

photographers,
artists and designers.

Experiment
You should take a
wide range of
photos that link to
your ideas and show
that you can

experiment.

Try out different
combinations of
techngives and
processes. Some will
work, some won't - keep
a record!

Experiment and practice
with new techniques,
processes and materials
as well as the ones
you're familiar with,

Explore different

techniques, processes
and materials to find out

what effects you can



‘Objectives Explained

Recording

You can record your ldeas, ohservations and Inslghts in visual, written and other forms.
You should work from a range of experiences and stimulus materials.
You must talk and describe your work; what you have achieved at each stage and what you will do next.




Assessment Objective 4
Present

You must present 2 personal, Infermed and meaningful response to the brief
You shoulddemonstrate analytical and critical understanding throughour,
You must present the culmination of your Journey in 2 finished piece or pieces.




9-8 Grade descriptors
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After school activities

The more you participate in after school activities, the greater the
rewards!!!

Sign up to our after school sessions at Bolton College where you will
learn how to use film and a darkroom with specialist equipment and
staff.

Attend after school art sessions at WHS to learn how to, develop your
Photoshop skills or just work on your own ideas!!!

Rewards for attending on a regular basis
include:

Pizza parties

Photography ambassador responsibilities (plus photographer badges)
Post ards of praise

Photography student of the week

Greater skills and subject knowledge

Use of art rooms at break and lunch times

Improved GCSE results

Develop relationships with other aspiring photographers

The list goes on..........
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/
Course advice and tips from the BBC

http://www.pinterest.com/
A visual discovery tool that you can use to collect ideas for the different projects and
themes (great for finding artists and other examples of GCSE artwork)

http://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/wpy.html
Images from the Wildlife photographers’ competition. This is an annual competition, which
also has a category for young photographers.

http://photofocus.com/
Phatofocus is a helpful and educational resource for the aspiring and professional
photographer. This is a “blogazine” style website that has content from accomplished
photographers and artists.

http://expertphotography.com/
Lots of tutorials and guides on how to achieve a wide range of photographic techniques.

https://www.flickr.com
A great source for inspiration, most photos will also have the exposure information about
the photo.

http://www.digitalcameraworld.com/
More tutorials, hints and tips and articles about all things photographic.

https://www_bolton.ac.uk/subject-areas/art-and-design/

Here you will find information about art courses and more!
https://www.wigan-leigh.ac.uk/courses/art-design

Here you will find information about art courses and more!
hitps://www.runshaw.ac. uk/area-of-study/art-design/

. ‘ Here you will find information about art courses and more!
https://www theartcareerproject. com/careers/




